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Section 1:
Making Dutchness public
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Introduction to section 1

This first empirical section deals with two ways in which Dutchness was made 
public. The first chapter of this section delves into changing discourses about what 
nationhood is. The chapter looks at sources of the late ‘70 and throughout the 
1980’s. It turns out that discussions on race and racism are of particular importance
for understanding how the problem of Dutchness was articulated in ways that begin
to foreground the public’s role in figuring out what Dutchness is. The second 
chapter deals with a major mode of imagining Dutchness to come out of this 
development. Its sources partly overlap with that of its preceding chapter. This 
emerging imaginary of Dutchness was itself not invented for the purpose of 
resolving discussion about race and racism. Instead, discussions over race and 
racism provoked new articulations of Dutchness as a public problem and provided 
the occasion for an already emerging imaginary of Dutchness to gain in 
significance and profile, while also enabling a move away from the wholly 
unresolved problematic of race and racism. Together, these two chapters describe 
how public-ness became a crucial concern in debates about Dutchness and 
citizenship. They thereby set up a backdrop for the second section on post-2000 
developments, wherein the notion of a native public would become hugely 
important.
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