UvA-DARE (Digital Academic Repository)

Plant wax n-alkane biomarkers in the tropical Andes (Ecuador)
Teunissen van Manen, M.L.
Publication date
2020
Document Version
Other version
License
Other
Link to publication
Citation for published version (APA):
Teunissen van Manen, M. L. (2020). Plant wax n-alkane biomarkers in the tropical Andes
(Ecuador). [Thesis, fully internal, Universiteit van Amsterdam].

General rights
It is not permitted to download or to forward/distribute the text or part of it without the consent of the author(s)
and/or copyright holder(s), other than for strictly personal, individual use, unless the work is under an open
content license (like Creative Commons).
Disclaimer/Complaints regulations
If you believe that digital publication of certain material infringes any of your rights or (privacy) interests, please
let the Library know, stating your reasons. In case of a legitimate complaint, the Library will make the material
inaccessible and/or remove it from the website. Please Ask the Library: https://uba.uva.nl/en/contact, or a letter
to: Library of the University of Amsterdam, Secretariat, Singel 425, 1012 WP Amsterdam, The Netherlands. You
will be contacted as soon as possible.

UvA-DARE is a service provided by the library of the University of Amsterdam (https://dare.uva.nl)
Download date:09 Jan 2023

10

Acknowledgements

“Werken en feesten vormt schoone geesten” (loosely translated as “Working and partying1
make beautiful souls”) was the life motto of prof. Hans Westerdijk. She was the first female
professor of the Netherlands and she understood what many PhD students have yet to
grasp when they start their project. It is perhaps one of the most important knowledge gaps
(and definitely the hardest) to overcome during the four years: balance your hard work with
partying2. Turns out, mindfulness was already a thing in the in the early 20th century. Jokes
aside, this means I have not only my supervisors, colleagues and collaborators to thank
for the successful completion of the thesis -the beautification of my soul, if you will- but
also my family, friends, and party peoples for keeping me dancing and sane. Obviously, by
extension I should also thank the musicians for providing the beats; And the local brewers
for the ales; And RuPaul for putting the sissy in our walk.
Two things make writing a thank you note at the end of a PhD thesis a terrifying endeavor:
1) this is the only section everyone reads and 2) you will inevitably forget to mention someone, especially when the list is so long3. Statistically, the chances of succeeding at this task
approach zero in a way that is not unlike how deadlines approach you around the third year
of a PhD project. Yet, having fully caveated away any opportunity to be held accountable for
my inevitable failure, I must try.

I want to thank my supervisors, Will Gosling and Boris Jansen. Are there even words? It was
SO great and fun to work with you. I feel blessed to have had two dedicated, compassionate
1		
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Chapter 10
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All credits to Will Gosling for this linguistic gem.
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S
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