UNIVERSITY OF AMSTERDAM
X

UvA-DARE (Digital Academic Repository)

Genders as genres
Understanding dynamic categories

Thinius, A.C.

Publication date
2021

Link to publication

Citation for published version (APA):
Thinius, A. C. (2021). Genders as genres: Understanding dynamic categories. [Thesis, fully
internal, Universiteit van Amsterdam].

General rights

It is not permitted to download or to forward/distribute the text or part of it without the consent of the author(s)
and/or copyright holder(s), other than for strictly personal, individual use, unless the work is under an open
content license (like Creative Commons).

Disclaimer/Complaints regulations

If you believe that digital publication of certain material infringes any of your rights or (privacy) interests, please
let the Library know, stating your reasons. In case of a legitimate complaint, the Library will make the material
inaccessible and/or remove it from the website. Please Ask the Library: https://uba.uva.nl/en/contact, or a letter
to: Library of the University of Amsterdam, Secretariat, Singel 425, 1012 WP Amsterdam, The Netherlands. You
will be contacted as soon as possible.

UVA-DARE is a service provided by the library of the University of Amsterdam (https://dare.uva.nl)

Download date: 13 Jul 2025


https://dare.uva.nl/personal/pure/en/publications/genders-as-genres(3423aaa4-b224-4d51-bfe1-20f66fb049ca).html

Alex Thinius







Genders as Genres

Understanding Dynamic Categories

Alex Thinius



PhD dissertation, Amsterdam, 2021.
Printed by Amsterdam University Press, dissertation service.
© Alex Thinius 2021.

Paranimfen: Jelle Bruineberg & Rose Trappes.
Cover image:

Carl Spitzweg: Gnom, Eisenbahn betrachtend / Gnome Watching Ratlway
Train [1848]. Oil on Wood-Panel. Painting. Common Domain, via
Wikimedia Commons.
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:CarlSpitzwegGnomEisenbah

nbetrachtend.jpg.



What does it mean to be of a particular gender? I answer this question with an
account of genders as dynamic categories, exploring the analogy between what
genders are (e.g., men or women) and what genres are (e.g., Novels, Ballads,
or Hip-Hop). For instance, due to its relation to other and earlier pieces, we
recognize, e.g., a particular song as Hip-Hop. However, the piece will also
develop that genre further. Likewise, e.g., the category of men emerges,
persists and transforms through a specific sort of response of individuals to
earlier supposed men, which emerges in social interactions.

Drawing on critical and (trans-)feminist theory, phenomenologist,
enactivist, and systems theoretical approaches, I show that gender categories
themselves develop in a dynamic between three elements: (1) at any given
time, there is an enactment class of individuals ambiguously belonging to the
category in question; (2) these individuals are, in an embodied and
intersubjective way, enacted as practical reinterpretations of earlier members of
that category; (3) this unfolds in a matrix of hermeneutic and material
relations, which loop with both the class and the enaction.

Thereby, that an individual is gendered, emerges between two levels of
enaction, that of bodily people and that of the dynamic between them. As what
an individual is gendered in enaction, however, is constituted by relations
within and beyond that situation. This responsive realization gives rise to
feedbacking histories of acts, people, relations, and enactment classes, thus
explaining how gender can be both solid and open to change.
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Preface and Acknowledgements

This book figures out what genders are and how they exist; and it aims to offer
a consistent conception of what it can mean to say that genders are dynamic
categories akin genres. The book contributes to academic debates that aim to
understand and explain the situation in which we are, aiming to do justice to
our shared existence, so that we can deliberate on how to ameliorate it towards
emancipation into a less domination-ridden form of social existence. The
point of this book is, thus, not directly to figure out what sort of life you or
anyone should lead, what sort of person one should be, who suffers the most,
who is ‘backwards’ and who is ‘progressive’, or whether or not you ought to
abstain or participate in ‘family’, ‘friendship’, ‘womanhood’, ‘male identity’,
‘identity’ or any other phenomena related to gender.' While we are sorted on,
comfortably sitting in, confined to, moving through, or trespassing differently
precarious seats in differently structured decks, we remain all in the same boat
when, in theory and practice, “on the open sea [we] must reconstruct [our]
ship but are never able to start afresh from the bottom.”?

As any contribution to academic discourses, despite being carefully
researched, argued in good faith, and aiming to do justice to the phenomena
in a coherent as well as plausible (or even true) manner, this book is likely to

fall short in some respects. I wish for the shortcomings of this book to be

! This seems important to stress. For instance, while in 2019, the Congregation for Catholic
Education released a call for a “path of dialogue” with “gender theory”, entitled Male and
Female He Created Them, in the Netherlands, in 2020, Radboud University Nijmegen
apparently risked its traditional affiliation with the Catholic church over setting up a
research center to understand “Geslacht en gender” with a special focus on transgender.
For references on this, cf. Congregation for Catholic Education, ““Male and Female He
Created Them’: Towards a Path of Dialoogue on the Question of Gender Theory in
Education”; Ginneken and Winters, “Komst transgendercentrum speelt rol in ruzie tussen
Radboud en bisschoppen: ‘Het is kleinzielig, op het infantiele af.””

? Neurath, “Anti-Spengler,” 199.

xi



critiqued as delivering elucidating, insightful intellectual failures that help us
make progress.

Recently, I read somewhere that it is a generic cliché of academic
acknowledgements to mention that ‘it takes a village to write a dissertation.’
Cliché or not: it remains an often-underappreciated fact — from becoming
acquainted with the ancestors in undergraduate studies through its conception
in the MA, and up to its formation in postgraduate research. Over time, some
villagers leave and some remain — I am deeply grateful for all of their respective
acts of support. My PhD supervisors Prof. Beate Rossler and Prof. Robin
Celikates have supported this project greatly, and I would like to thank them
for this, for taking my project on in an enthusiastic way, challenging my
position along the way, giving me advice and support, also in extra-theoretical
academic matters, expressing their trust in my philosophical abilities, and
“putting up with me for four years”, despite some doubts and differences in
intuitions and favored methods, and despite the sort of trouble that pursuing
this project might have stirred up. Thanks to Rudolf Owen Millan-Hughes
for an excellent job of improving the English in this book. Thanks to Divya
Nadkarni for superlative support with editing parts of the manuscript at
several stages and helping me with the typeset. Thanks to Nadia de Vries and
Jelle Bruineberg for improving my summary in Dutch.

Above all, I want to thank Veronica Vasterling, who helped conceive
this project in its very infant stages and to whom I look up as a challengeable
teacher and philosopher. I want to thank Martin Pleitz, Dimitri Liebsch, Prof.
Gert-Jan van der Heiden, Filipa Melo Lopez, Tom Digby, Cees Leijenhorst,
and Prof. Mari Mikkola, who have supported the project at different stages
with their generous availability for conversation on different occasions.

Episodes of my PhD research have been conducted abroad, during stays
at Sheffield University in the UK from September to December 2018, and at
MIT in the US in the fall of 2019. I am especially grateful to Komarine
Romdenh-Romluc for reading my drafts and being generously available for

discussions during my stay. I thank Prof. Jenny Saul for giving me feedback
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on my pilot study, to the participants of the feminism reading group, and to
the Sheffield postgraduate seminar. I am deeply grateful to Prof. Sally
Haslanger for the incredible support, mentorship, conversations, and time
that she gave to me during my stay, for believing in me and my project, and
for including me in WOGAP, ROGAP, and in the Socialist Feminism reading
groups during times of increased isolation in 2020 and 2021. I thank Prof.
Nkiru Nzegwu and Azuka Nzegwu for their incredibly generous hospitality
which I received during a brief stay in Binghamton in November 2019, and
for conversations on gender, as well as on aesthetics, art, racism, intercultural
philosophizing, the point of research, and the role of ancestors. I am very
grateful to Prof. Nancy Bauer for making time to discuss de Beauvoir and the
genre analogy with me. I am grateful for a meeting with Prof. Nivedita Menon
at JNU in Delhi that was very important to me, and for the conversations with
Shoba Venkatesh Gosh.

I want to thank the fellow readers at the Gender & Ontology (now
Gender & Philosophy) as well as the Matrix & Philosophy reading groups
2017-2020, especially Rose Trappes, Loes Derksen, Sarah Bloem, Annastassija
Kostan, Hans-Georg Eilenberger, Mina Hunt, and Alvaro Lopez Navarro. I
thank Sarah, Annastassija, and Hans-Georg for several discussions of my work
in progress. I am especially indebted to Rose, whose insightful comments at
several stages of this research, as well as continued common interest in the
topics, methods, and literature carries a good part of this project. I want to
thank Herrissa Lamothe for incredible conversations and a wonderful time in
Cambridge and Boston. I thank Herrissa and Franziska Paulmann for several
months of online HeFrAl work-in-progress meetings in times of isolation.
Thanks to Laura Martena, Sigmund Schilpzand, Lee Wilson, Sarah Prenger,
Tamara van den Berg, and Deva Waal for having been part of what my partner
calls my ‘army of readers’ who have given me feedback on more or less messy
work in progress. For insightful conversations on my project, I want to thank
Luana Poliseli, Lena Berscheid, Lucia Oliveri and Matteo Bozzon, Yashka

Chavan, David Ludwig, Bekki Smuda, Cornelia Domino, Christiane Turza,
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Olesya Bondarenko, Martina Rosola, Emma Atherton, Joshua Brown, and
Cory Beckford.

I want to thank my friends and colleagues at UvA. Especially, I thank
Leire Urricelqui and Willem Church; Jelle Bruineberg, Hao Wang, Tom
Kayzel, Evan Sancho Rodriguez, Gerrit Schaafsma, Bernardo Cayecedo, Nadia
de Vries, Shekoufeh Behbahani, Tom Schoonen, Peyman Amiri, Daphne
Brandenburg, Natasha Basu, Jan Overwijk, and Marijn Sax. I want to thank
the senior colleagues at the Department of Philosophy as well, which has been
a good environment to work in, despite the generic departmental tensions. I
am particularly grateful for the cooperation and support by Karen Vintges, as
well as to Stefan Lukas, Christian Skirke, Sidra Shahid, Sruti Bala, and Aukje
van Rooden. I thank Prof. Josef Friichtl, Prof. Yolande Jansen, Liesbeth
Schoonheim, Gijs van Donselaar, and Thomas Nijs. I thank Prof. Franz Berto
for feedback on my PhD-pilot study.

Themes of this dissertation have taken shape through the organization
of several academic events. I thank Alok Vaid-Menon, Bini Adamczak, the co-
organizer Divya Nadkarni, and the participants of our Politics and Poetics of
Sharing Masterclass-Tandem during the pandemic 2020. I am grateful to the
participants and co-organizers of the workshop of the Amsterdam School for
Cultural Analysis (ASCA) 2019 on Realities and Fantastes; to the keynote
speakers Prof. Jonathan Culler, Annabelle Dufourcq, Susanna Paasonen, and
Prof. Nkiru Nzegwu. Also to the many speakers, respondents, artists, chairs,
and participants that co-constituted this event. Thanks to the speakers and
participants of the Feminist Humanism and The Wrong of Injustice workshop
2018 with Mari Mikkola, Esa Diaz-Leon, Katharine Jenkins, Christine Bratu,
and the Masterclass with Mari on her manuscript Pornography. A Philosophical
Introduction, both hosted by ASCA and NICA. Moreover,  would like to thank
the co-organizers of the Amsterdam Graduate Conference Political Theory 2019:
Bringing Theory to Practice, Ugur Aytac, Gerrit Schaafsma, Lea Klarenbeek, the

speakers as well as participants of the event.
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Earlier versions of my research have been presented to audiences at
Wijsgerig Festival Drift, LOVA summer school in anthropology, ASCA
conference 2018, PPA/UvA, Tubingen, Nijmegen, Sheffield, Oxford, and
Cambridge MA, Summer School Gender Studies in Utrecht 2017, Summer
School in Budapest 2018 at CEU on The Biological and the Social 1900 to today.
I thank the organizers, audiences, and participants!

I was lucky to discuss some of the topics of this research in my teaching.
At Munster University, I wish to thank dr. Matthias Freise and my students of
the ‘Natirlich’, ‘wild’, ‘frer’: Central Interpretations of Sex in Philosophy and
Cultural Studies seminar at the Department for Political Science, as well as the
students of the Scientific Facts or Artefacts of Science seminar and the former
colleagues at the Center for Philosophy of Science, especially Eva Jung, Julia
Gohner, and Markus Seidel. I want to thank Katrine Smiet and the students
of our joint course at the Netherlands Organization for Gender Studies.
Thanks to my BA thesis student at UvA in 2019, as well as to Laura Martena
and our students of the seminar Conspiracy Theories: Introduction to Theory and
Practice of Critical Reasoning at the Department of Philosophy I, Bochum
University 2018.

This research benefitted greatly from the friendly, quick,
uncomplicated, and generous support with far most of the required literature,
for which I want to thank Lidie Koeneman at the University Library!

I am indebted to great thanks to ASCA at the Amsterdam Institute for
Humanities Research of the UvA, as well as to the Amsterdamse Universiteits
Fonds, all of which made this project possible by granting me a four-year part-
time fellowship, further financial support, travel grants, uncomplicated
administration, loose obligations, as well as their incredibly friendly, open-
minded, vibrant, and fruitful research atmosphere. I want to thank the
Department of Philosophy and ASCA for harboring a host of people who care
and wish to make a difference in the non-ideal mess we’re all in. In this regard,
a big shout-out to Prof. Patricia Pisters, and especially to Prof. Esther Peeren,

and the uttermost especially to Eloe Kingma!



I made it through this research process only because of further others,
with all their joy, weirdness, emotional, intellectual, and pragmatic support,
disruption, extension, distraction, as well as challenge. I am indebted to Sarah
Prenger and Alex, Reinhardt Liesert and Ramona with Rebecca, Elena-Maria
Beenen, Emmie “Gato” Yabar Tito, Yue Diego Alegria, Judith Rensing, Leire
and Willem, Sylvia Kokot and Sarah with Tiuri, Isha and Magnus, Attila and
Doreen, Armando, Deni, Theresa, Mugi, Alex and Yuki, Alina, Tobi and Eva,
Jonas, Mirko and Jan, Momo and Pumuckl. I want to thank Dinah, who
shared life with me for several years in the preparation of the PhD project. My
love and gratitude go to my partner and accomplice Divya who has come to
shape this project in innumerable ways. For their long-standing support and
challenge, I thank Ernst and Barbara, Bine and Thomas with Anna and Sophia,

Stefanie and Andre with Liam and Jona.

To all of you, I am grateful for your support and challenge at some point along
the way, and I hope to not have disappointed you. All shortcomings of this

book are, of course, attributable to me only and remain my responsibility.
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