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EPILOGUE  

 

Since this research took place, there have been many new developments in Greece and 

globally, which have affected both border crossers and those who help them. This short 

epilogue (written in November 2020) is an attempt to bring the reader up to date with 

important changes in policy, practice, and lived experience. 

The left-wing SYRIZA party had ruled Greece, with Alexis Tsipras as its prime 

minister in a coalition with the nationalist ANEL party from 2015 to 2019, during which time 

my fieldwork took place. This government was more refugee-friendly than the previous 

years, yet enacted a number of oppressive policies—such as the island restriction this thesis 

has described. SYRIZA-ANEL was replaced in July 2019 by the more conservative and 

nationalistic New Democracy party. Led by Kyriakos Mitsotakis, this new party has evicted 

more than 900 border crossers from informal settlements in Athens, placing the majority in 

closed detention centers; increased its border security forces to stop border crossers from 

entering Greece; vowed to transfer residents of open camps to closed detention centers; and 

legislated for faster asylum decisions that would speed up returns to Turkey (Krithari 2019). 

Compounded onto increasingly restrictive policies, political conflict between Turkey 

and the EU in February 2020 propelled Turkey’s president, Recep Tayyip Erdoğan, to 

temporarily suspend Turkey’s obligations under the EU-Turkey Agreement and allow border 

crossers to exit Turkey once again. To counter the arrivals to Greece, more police and border 

guards were deployed to border areas; border guards shot live rounds of ammunition at boats 

in the Aegean Sea as well as towards people crossing the land border at Evros. This resulted 

in the deaths of two border crossers via gunshot wounds and the drowning of a young child in 

the Aegean (Galinos 2020).  

In addition to more draconian border security measures, the Greek government 

deployed bureaucratic barriers to halt the new arrivals. For example, Greece temporarily 

suspended the Geneva Convention, denying the registration of any new asylum claims 

(Ketibuah-Foley 2020). This was retracted, however, after blowback from human rights and 

legal organizations for its illegality and outright negation of human rights (HRW 2020a).  

In addition to the new arrivals, tensions on the islands increased as plans to create 

more detention centers culminated in violent protests between citizens and police from 

January through March 2020 (Ketibuah-Foley 2020). This violence then turned toward 

journalists, aid workers, volunteers, and solidarians who were considered by angry locals to 
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be a part of the problem. These humanitarians, volunteers, and journalists were chased by 

men with makeshift weapons, had their car windows smashed, and some were beaten. Many 

organizations left the island after these incidents for fear of assault (Ketibuah-Foley 2020; 

Smith 2020a; Hume 2020). 

In March 2020, COVID-19 was officially declared a pandemic. Greece has not been 

one the hardest hit countries in part due to strict COVID-19 measures, such as lockdowns and 

curfews (Smith 2020b). However, border crossers are particularly at risk in camps due to the 

inability to socially distance and the lack of resources, such as proper sanitation and 

ventilation. The UNHCR reported that as of August 2020, there were 121,000 border crossers 

in Greece (UNHCR 2020b). Until September 2020, Moria camp on Lesvos had nearly ten 

times its capacity with more than 12,000 residents in a space for just 2,800 (HRW 2020c;  

Viezis 2020)There were hundreds of people per working toilet and shower; 1,300 people 

shared just one water tap; and in the overflow of the camp, there were 5,000 residents living 

without access to water or toilets (personal communication with head of MSF Greece, 

Apostolos Viezis 2020; Hargreaves et al. 2020). Sanitation was clearly severely lacking, and 

there was very little possibility of isolating COVID-19-positive residents. To halt the spread 

of COVID-19, camps around Greece are under a temporary lockdown, with very limited 

movement of residents being allowed outside. At the camps with active COVID-19 cases, no 

one has been allowed to leave (Tanrikulu Kizil 2020; HRW 2020b; 2020c).  

Moria camp burned to the ground in September 2020. Given the conditions of the 

camp, the number of inhabitants living in dismal conditions, and the restrictive quarantine, it 

would not be a stretch to question if this was the work of a resident or residents. Media 

outlets have surmised that it could have been local Greeks, angry with the large numbers of 

border crossers on Lesvos, or angry resident border crossers tired of their continued 

subjugation and oppression (Ketibuah-Foley 2020). Greek authorities have arrested resident 

border crossers on suspicion of arson (Papantonis and Becatoro 2020). In either case, the 

polices of Greek and European governments are certainly in part to blame. Rather than create 

new policies to better aid border crossers, a new camp was quickly erected to take the place 

of Moria (ibid.). Volunteers, along with aid workers, have been using their social and 

political capital to bring attention to this unfolding catastrophe and to force the Greek and EU 

governments to move border crossers out of the camps. Yet, the government has been slow to 

act and, as of October 2020, more transfers to better accommodation and to the mainland are 

needed. It remains to be seen how things will unfold for border crossers in Greece. What is 

clear is that informal volunteers continue to risk their safety in order to aid border crossers. 
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Meanwhile, the governments of Greece and the EU engage in more stringent lockdown 

measures that aim to protect Greek and EU citizens from border crossers rather than enacting 

policies to protect all people from the virus. 
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Appendix 

A. Table of volunteers, aid workers, and government employees 

Volunteers 

 Nationality Age 

range 

Type of 

volunteering/working 

Location of 

volunteering/workin

g 

Gender 

1.  American 30s Program manager, 

health, camp 

Lesvos F 

2.  American  20s Camp work, children, 

informal 

Lesvos F 

3.  Belgian 30s Camp work, informal Lesvos F 

4.  Canadian 20s Teacher, informal org Athens M 

5.  Dutch 20s Camp work Lesvos F 

6.  Dutch 30s Health, camp Lesvos F 

7.  Dutch 20s Activist, informal 

actions 

Lesvos F 

8.  Egyptian 20s Legal aid, informal Athens F 

9.  English  50s Squats, camp work, 

teacher, informal 

Athens, Lesvos F 

10.  English 30s Legal aid, activism, 

informal 

Athens F 

11.  English 20s Legal aid, informal Athens F 

12.  English 20s Kitchen coordinator 

informal 

Athens M 

13.  English  20s Food distribution, camp, 

informal 

Lesvos M 

14.  English  20s Legal aid, informal Athens M 

15.  English  20s Legal aid, 

accommodation, 

informal 

Athens M 

16.  English  20s Informal activities Athens F 

17.  English 30s Medical Lesvos F 

18.  English 20s Informal org, admin Athens F 
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19.  English  20s Legal aid, informal Athens F 

20.  English 20s SAR Lesvos F 

21.  English  20s Legal aid, informal  Athens F 

22.  French 20s Legal aid, informal Athens F 

23.  French 20s Informal activities Athens F 

24.  German 30s SAR, activist, informal Lesvos F 

25.  Greek 50s Lawyer, informal Athens M 

26.  Indian 20s Legal aid, informal  Athens  F 

27.  Irish 20s Camp work, informal Lesvos M 

28.  Irish 20s Camp work, activist, 

informal 

Lesvos M 

29.  Irish 20s Camp work, activist, 

informal 

Lesvos M 

30.  Italian 30s Legal aid (lawyer) Lesvos M 

31.  Italian 30s SAR, informal Lesvos F 

32.  Palestinian 20s Camp work, translation Lesvos F 

33.  Scottish 20s Camp work, building, 

informal 

Lesvos M 

34.  Spanish 30s Translation, legal, 

informal 

Athens F 

35.  Spanish 30s Legal aid, informal Athens F 

36.  Spanish 20s Translation, legal aid, 

informal 

Athens F 

37.  Spanish 30s Informal activities Athens F 

38.  Spanish 30s Legal aid, informal Athens  M 

39.  Spanish 30s Legal aid, informal  Athens F 

40.  Syrian 30s Translator, informal org Athens M 

Paid aid workers 

1.  Belgian 30s Camp management Lesvos F 

2.  Dutch 30s Medical professional Lesvos F 

3.  English 30s Manager, camp Lesvos F 

4.  English 20s NGO, funding Athens, Lesvos F 

5.  English 20s NGO, finance Athens F 
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6.  English  30s Camp management Lesvos F 

7.  English  30s  Camp management Lesvos F 

8.  French 30s Protection officer, legal 

aid 

Lesvos F 

9.  German/Pale

stinian 

30s Protection officer, 

translator 

Lesvos F 

10.  Greek 30s Social worker, torture 

program 

Athens F 

11.  Greek  20s NGO, funding Athens, Lesvos M 

12.  Greek 20s Camp, social media Lesvos F 

13.  Greek 20s NGO, finance Athens M 

14.  Greek 40s Coms, manager, IGO Lesvos M 

15.  Greek 40s Cash assistance, GAS Athens M 

16.  Greek 40s Camp management Lesvos M 

17.  Greek 30s Lawyer, torture project Athens F 

18.  Greek 20s Social worker, torture 

project 

Lesvos  F 

19.  Greek 40s Camp manager Athens area M 

20.  Greek 50s Medical director NGO Greek wide M 

21.  Irish 20s SAR Lesvos M 

22.  Italian 30s SAR, medical Lesvos F 

23.  Scottish 20s Social work, youth Athens F 

Government actors 

1.  American 40s (I)NGO Athens F 

2.  Greek 40s Camp governance Lesvos M 

3.  Greek 50s Vice mayor Athens M 

4.  Greek 40s IGO/NGO Lesvos M 

5.  Greek 40s IGO/NGO Athens M 
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B.

 

Google maps Greece, Hotspots (2020).  

 

  



 160 

  



 161 

REFERENCES 

Adami, S. 2010. “Review of Lipsky, Michael. ‘Street-Level Bureaucracy: Dilemmas of the 

Individual in Public Services.’” 30th Anniversary Expanded Edition. New York: The Russell 

Sage Foundation. https://www.jstor.org/stable/10.7758/9781610447713. 

 

AIDA Asylum Information Database. 2015. Country Report: Greece. Athens: GCR and 

ECRE. https://www.asylumineurope.org/sites/default/files/report-

download/aida_gr_update.iv_.pdf.  

 

Agamben, G. 1998. Homo Sacer: Sovereign Power and Bare Life. Stanford: Stanford 

University Press. 

 

Alarm Phone. 2019. “Aegean Regional Analysis.” Alarm Phone, June 28. 

https://alarmphone.org/en/2019/06/28/alarm-phone-aegean-report. 

 

Alvesson, M., and K. Sköldberg. 2000. Reflexive Methodology. London: Sage. 

 

Amnesty International. 2010. “Greece: Irregular Migrants And Asylum-Seekers Routinely 

Detained In Substandard Conditions.” July 27. 

https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/EUR25/002/2010/en. 

 

Amnesty International. 2017. “Greece. A Blueprint for Despair: Human Rights Impact of The 

EU-Turkey Deal.” February 14. https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/eur25/5664/2017/en 

 

Amnesty International. 2018a. “European States Should Stop Forcing People to Danger in 

Afghanistan.” October 8. https://www.amnesty.org/En/Documents/Asa11/9262/2018/En. 

 

Amnesty International. 2018b. “Save PIKPA: Refugee Solidarity camp on Lesvos at 

imminent risk of closure.” July 12. 

https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/campaigns/2018/07/save-pikpa-refugee-solidarity-camp-

on-lesvos-at-imminent-risk-of-closure. 

 

Amnesty International. 2019. “Demand the Charges against Sarah and Seán are Dropped.” 

https://www.amnesty.org/en/get-involved/take-action/w4r-2019-greece-sean-binder-and-

sarah-mardini. 

 

Andersson, R. 2014. Illegality, Inc.: Clandestine Migration and the Business of Bordering 

Europe. Oakland: University of California Press. 

 

Andersson, R. 2015. “Hardwiring the Frontier? The Politics of Security Technology in 

Europe’s ‘Fight against Illegal Migration.’” Security Dialogue 47, no. 1: 22-39. 

https://doi.org/10.1177/0967010615606044. 

 

Arampatzi, A. 2016. “The Spatiality of Counter-austerity Politics in Athens, Greece: 

Emerging ‘Urban Solidarity Spaces.’” Urban Studies 53, no. 4: 1-16. 

https://doi.org/10.1177/0042098016629311. 

 

Archer, M.S. 1995. Realist Social Theory: The Morphogenetic Approach. Cambridge: 

Cambridge University Press. 



 162 

 

 

Are You Syrious? 2019. “AYS News Digest 9/7/19: Frontex Watches Illegal Pushback, 

Report Says.” Medium, July 10. https://medium.com/@AreYouSyrious/ays-news-digest-9-7-

19-frontex-watches-illegal-pushback-report-says-305ee7995e11. 

 

Arendt, H. 1973. The Origins of Totalitarianism. New York: Houghton Mifflin Harcourt. 

 

Artelaris, P., and Y. Tsirbas. 2018. “Anti-austerity Voting in an Era of Economic Crisis: 

Regional Evidence from the 2015 Referendum in Greece.” Environment and Planning C: 

Politics and Space 36, no. 4: 589-608. 

 

Asylum Service | Ministry Of Migration Policy. 2018. (was http://asylo.gov.gr/en) now: 

migration.gov.gr 

 

Athens Partnership. 2018. “75 Organizations Working Together to Improve Conditions for 

Migrants and Refugees in Athens.” Feburary 1. https://athenspartnership.org/news/accmr-

mayor-visit. 

 

Baban, F., S. Ilcan, and K. Rygiel. 2016. “Syrian Refugees in Turkey: Pathways To Precarity, 

Differential Inclusion, and Negotiated Citizenship Rights.” Journal of Ethnic and Migration 

Studies 1, no. 17: 41-57. https://doi.org/10.1080/1369183X.2016.1192996. 

 

Bakewell, O. 2008. “Research beyond the Categories: The Importance of Policy Irrelevant 

Research into Forced Migration.” Journal of Refugee Studies 21, no. 4: 432-53. 

http://jrs.oxfordjournals.org/cgi/content/abstract/21/4/432. 

 

Bakewell, O. (2010). “Some reflections on structure and agency in migration 

theory”. Journal of Ethnic and Migration Studies 36, no. 10: 1689-1708. DOI: 

10.1080/1369183X.2010.489382  

 

BBC News. 2015. “Migrant Crisis: Greece Acts over Lesbos ‘Explosion’ Fears.” BBC News, 

September 8. https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-34182719. 

 

BBC News. 2018. “The Worst Refugee Camp on Earth.” BBC News, August 28. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8v-OHi3iGQI. 

 

Bell, J. 1999. Doing Your Research Project: A Guide for First-Time Researchers in 

Education and Social Science, 3rd ed. Buckingham: Open University Press. 

 

Betts, A., and P. Collier. 2017. Refuge: Transforming a Broken Refugee System. London: 

Penguin. 

 

Bialasiewicz, L. 2012. “Off-shoring and Out-sourcing the Borders of Europe: Libya and EU 

Border Work in the Mediterranean. Geopolitics 17, no. 4: 843-66.  

 

Bigo, D. 2002. “Security and Immigration: Toward a Critique of the Governmentality of 

Unease.” Alternatives: Global, Local, Political 27 no. 1, suppl: 63-92. 

https://doi.org/10.1177/03043754020270S105. 

 

http://asylo.gov.gr/en
http://jrs.oxfordjournals.org/cgi/content/abstract/21/4/432


 163 

Bierschenk, T., and J.-P. Olivier de Sardan. 2019. “How to Study Bureaucracies 

Ethnographically?” Critique of Anthropology 39, no. 2: 243-57. 

https://doi.org/10.1177/0308275X19842918. 

 

Bryman, A. 2016. Social Research Methods, 5th ed. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 

 

Butler, J. 2016. “Rethinking Vulnerability and Resistance.” In Vulnerability in Resistance, 

edited by J. Butler, Z. Gambetti, and L. Sabsay, 12-27. Durham: Duke University Press. 

 

Cabot, H. 2014. On the Doorstep of Europe: Asylum and Citizenship in Greece. Philadelphia: 

University of Pennsylvania Press. 

 

Cabot, Heath. 2016a. "‘Contagious’ solidarity: reconfiguring care and citizenship in Greece's 

social clinics." Social Anthropology 24, no. 2: 152-166. 

 

Cabot, H. 2016b. “‘Refugee Voices’: Tragedy, Ghosts, and the Anthropology of Not 

Knowing.” Journal of Contemporary Ethnography 45, no. 6: 645-72. 

https://doi.org/10.1177/0891241615625567. 

 

Cabot, H. 2019. ‘The Business of Anthropology and the European Refugee Regime.” 

American Ethnologist 46, no. 3: 261-75. https://doi.org/10.1111/amet.12791. 

 

Campaign for the Access to Asylum Network. 2015. “εκστρατεία για πρόσβαση στο άσυλο” 

“Common Organisations’ Statement for the Access to Asylum and Detainees’ Issues.” April 

2. http://www.asylum-campaign.blogspot.co.uk/2015/04/blog-post.html. 

 

Carr, M. 2015. Fortress Europe: Inside the War against Immigration. London: Hurst. 

 

Carrera, S., L. Vosyliute, S. Smialowski, J. Allsopp, and G. Sanchez. 2018. “Fit for Purpose? 

The Facilitation Directive and the Criminalization of Humanitarian Assistance to Irregular 

Migrants: 2018 Update.” Brussels: Policy Department For Citizens’ Rights and 

Constitutional Affairs. 

 

Carstensen, J. 2015. “The Ghosts of Refugees Past.” Foreign Policy, December 23. 

https://foreignpolicy.com/2015/12/23/Lesbos-Refugee-Crisis-Greece-Syria-Kindness. 

 

Castañeda, H. 2013. “Medical Aid as Protest: Acts of Citizenship for Unauthorized 

Im/Migrants and Refugees.” Citizenship Studies 17, no. 2: 227-40. 

https://doi.org/10.1080/13621025.2013.780744. 

 

CEAS (Common European Asylum System). 2019. Accessed June 15, 2020. 

http://www.moi.gov.cy/moi/asylum/asylumservice.nsf/asylumservice13_en/asylumservice13

_en?OpenDocument  

 

Christopoulos, D. 2017. “‘Exiles in the Aegean’: A Year after the EU-Turkey Deal.” Open 

Democracy, March 18. https://www.opendemocracy.net/en/exiles-in-aegean-year-after-eu-

turkey-deal. 

 

http://www.moi.gov.cy/moi/asylum/asylumservice.nsf/asylumservice13_en/asylumservice13_en?OpenDocument
http://www.moi.gov.cy/moi/asylum/asylumservice.nsf/asylumservice13_en/asylumservice13_en?OpenDocument


 164 

Chtouris, S., and Miller, D. 2017. “Refugee Flows and Volunteers in the Current 

Humanitarian Crisis in Greece.” Journal of Applied Security Research 12 no. 1: 61-77. 

https://doi.org/10.1080/19361610.2017.1228025. 

 

City Population. “Vóreio Aigaío.” Accessed September, 12, 2019. 

https://www.citypopulation.de/en/greece/admin/ 

 

Claxton, R., J. Catalan, and A. Burgess. 1998. “Psychological Distress and Burnout among 

Buddies: Demographic, Situational and Motivational Factors.” Aids Care 10, no. 2: 175-90. 

https://doi.org/10.1080/09540129850124433. 

 

Council of Europe. 2018. “Preliminary Observations Made by the Delegation of the 

European Committee for the Prevention of Torture and Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or 

Punishment (CPT), which Visited Greece from 10 to 19 April 2018.” Strasbourg: CPT. 

https://www.refworld.org/docid/5b110d824.html  

 

Council on Foreign Relations (CFR). “Greece’s Debt.” Accessed September 12, 2020. 

https://www.cfr.org/timeline/greeces-debt-crisis-timeline.  

 

Crowley, J. 1999. “The Politics of Belonging: Some Theoretical Considerations.” In The 

Politics of Belonging: Migrants and Minorities in Contemporary Europe, edited by A. 

Geddes and A. Favell, 15-41. Aldershot: Ashgate. 

 

Cunniff Gilson, E. 2016. “Vulnerability and Victimization: Rethinking Key Concepts in 

Feminist Discourses on Sexual Violence.” Signs: Journal of Women in Culture and Society 

42, no. 1: 71-98. https://doi.org/10.1086/686753. 

 

Dalakoglou, D. 2013. “The Crisis Before ‘the Crisis’: Violence and Urban Neoliberalization 

in Athens.” Social Justice 39, no. 1: 24-42. https://www.jstor.org/stable/41940966. 

 

Daley, S. 2015. “On the Island of Lesbos, a Microcosm of Greece’s Other Crisis: Migrants.” 

The New York Times, August 4. https://www.nytimes.com/2015/08/05/world/europe/lesbos-

greece-migrant-refugee-crisis.html. 

 

Daskalaki, I., and N. Leivaditi. 2018. “Education and Hospitality in Liminal Locations for 

Unaccompanied Refugee Youths in Lesvos.” Migration and Society 1, no. 1: 51-65. 

https://doi.org/10.3167/arms.2018.010106. 

 

De Genova, N.P. 2002. “Migrant ‘Illegality’ and Deportability in Everyday Life. Annual 

Review of Anthropology 31, no. 1: 419-47. 

https://doi.org/10.1146/annurev.anthro.31.040402.085432. 

De Genova, N.  2013. Spectacles of migrant ‘illegality’: the scene of exclusion, the obscene 

of inclusion. Ethnic and racial studies, 36, no. 7: 1180-1198. 

https://doi.org/10.1080/01419870.2013.783710 

Del Sarto, R. A. (2010). Borderlands: The Middle East and north Africa as the EU’s southern 

buffer zone’. Mediterranean Frontiers: Borders, Conflicts and Memory in a Transnational 

World, 149-167. 

 

https://www.citypopulation.de/en/greece/admin/
https://doi.org/10.1146/annurev.anthro.31.040402.085432
https://doi.org/10.1080/01419870.2013.783710


 165 

De Waal, A. 2010. “The Humanitarians’ Tragedy: Escapable And Inescapable Cruelties.” 

Disasters 34, Suppl 2: S130-7. https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1467-7717.2010.01149.x. 

 

Derrida, J. 1999. Adieu to Emmanuel Levinas. Stanford: Stanford University Press. 

 

Derrida, J., and A. Dufourmantelle. 2000. Of Hospitality. Stanford: Stanford University 

Press. 

 

Dhawan, N. 2012. Hegemonic Listening and Subversive Silences: ethical-political 

imperatives. In Destruction in the Performative: Critical Studies, 36, edited by A. Lagaay 

and M. Lorber., 3-13. Brill. 

 

Douglas, E. 2019. “Greece Illegally Deported 60,000 Migrants to Turkey.” Deutsche Welle. 

November 14. https://p.dw.com/p/3SyU6. 

 

Du Boulay, J. 1991. “Strangers and Gifts: Hostility and Hospitality in Rural Greece.” Journal 

of Mediterranean Studies 1, no. 1: 37-53. https://muse.jhu.edu/article/669946. 

 

Edwards, M. 2015. “Introduction: Civil Society and the Geometry of Human Relations.” In 

The Oxford Handbook of Civil Society, edited by M. Edwards, 3-13. Oxford: Oxford 

University Press.  

 

Ellis, C., and T.E. Adams, 2014. The Purposes, Practices, and Principles of 

Autoethnographic Research: The Oxford Handbook of Qualitative Research. Oxford: Oxford 

University Press. 

 

European Commission. 2016a. “EU-Turkey Statement, Questions and Answers.” March 19. 

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/el/MEMO_16_963. 

 

European Commission. 2016b. “Implementing the EU-Turkey Statement: Questions and 

Answers.” December 8. 

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/MEMO_16_4321. 

 

European Commission. 2018. “Approaches to Unaccompanied Minors Following Status 

Determination in the EU Plus Norway: Synthesis Report for the EMN Study.” July. 

https://ec.europa.eu/home-

affairs/sites/homeaffairs/files/00_eu_synthesis_report_unaccompanied_minors_2017_en.pdf. 

 

European Commission. “Common European Asylum System.” Accessed September, 12, 

2018. https://ec.europa.eu/home-affairs/what-we-do/policies/asylum_en. 

 

European Commission. “Country Responsible for Asylum Application (Dublin).” Migration 

and Home Affairs. Accessed June, 11, 2019. https://ec.europa.eu/home-affairs/what-we-

do/policies/asylum/examination-of-applicants_en. 

 

EUROSTAT. 2018. “Asylum Quarterly Report.” September 20. 

https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php/Asylum_quarterly_report 

 

Evangelinidis, A. 2016. “The Greek State’s Response to the Refugee Crisis and the Solidarity 

Movement.” Contemporary Southeastern Europe 3, no. 1: 32-6. 

https://ec.europa.eu/home-affairs/what-we-do/policies/asylum_en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php/Asylum_quarterly_report


 166 

http://www.contemporarysee.org/sites/default/files/papers/evangelindis_greek_refugee_crisis

_and_solidarity.pdf 

 

Farmer, P. 2004. “An Anthropology of Structural Violence.” Current Anthropology 45, no. 3: 

305-25. https://doi.org/10.1086/382250. 

 

Fassin, D. 2005. “Compassion and Repression: The Moral Economy of Immigration Policies 

in France.” Cultural Anthropology 20, no. 3: 362-87. 

 

Fassin, D., 2007. Humanitarianism as a Politics of Life. Public culture 19, no. 3: 499-520. 

 

Fassin, D. 2011a. Humanitarian Reason: A Moral History of the Present. Oakland: 

University of California Press. 

 

Fassin, D. 2011b. “Policing Borders, Producing Boundaries: The Governmentality of 

Immigration in Dark Times.” Annual Review of Anthropology 40: 213-26. 

https://doi.org/10.1146/annurev-anthro-081309-145847. 

 

Fassin, D. 2013. “The Precarious Truth of Asylum.” Public Culture 25, no. 1 (69): 39-63. 

https://doi.org/10.1215/08992363-1890459. 

 

Fassin, D., and E. d’Halluin. 2005. “The Truth from the Body: Medical Certificates as 

Ultimate Evidence for Asylum Seekers.” American Anthropologist 107, no. 4: 597-608. 

https://www.jstor.org/stable/3567378. 

 

Fechter, A., and A. Schwittay. 2019. “Citizen Aid: Grassroots Interventions in Development 

and Humanitarianism.” Third World Quarterly 20, no. 10: 1769-80. 

https://doi.org/10.1080/01436597.2019.1656062. 

 

Fekete, L., F. Webber, and A. Pettitt-Edmond. 2017. Humanitarianism: The Unacceptable 

Face of Solidarity. London: Institute For Race Relations. 

 

Feldman, I. 2007. “Difficult Distinctions: Refugee Law, Humanitarian Practice, and Political 

Identification in Gaza.” Cultural Anthropology 22, no. 1: 129-69. 

 

Feldman, I., and M. Ticktin. 2010. “Introduction: Government And Humanity.” In In the 

Name of Humanity: The Government of Threat and Care, edited by I. Feldman and M. 

Ticktin, 1-26. Durham: Duke University Press.  

 

Fili, A., and V. Xythali. 2017. “The Continuum of Neglect: Unaccompanied Minors in 

Greece.” Social Work & Society 15, no. 2. http://ejournals.bib.uni-

wuppertal.de/index.php/sws/article/view/521 

 

Foucault, M., 1972. The Archaeology of Knowledge. London: Tavistock. 

 

Galinos, S. 2020. “As the World Battles COVID-19, Greece’s War on Migrants Rages On.” 

ROAR, May 19. https://roarmag.org/essays/as-the-world-battles-covid-19-greeces-war-on-

migrants-wages-on/?fbclid=IwAR3y2gFHXrzQpnRaVlH38vQz0hllKn-

OM6zWaEwGk9elT3qYvaKyDXdVRmY). 

 

http://www.contemporarysee.org/sites/default/files/papers/evangelindis_greek_refugee_crisis_and_solidarity.pdf
http://www.contemporarysee.org/sites/default/files/papers/evangelindis_greek_refugee_crisis_and_solidarity.pdf
http://ejournals.bib.uni-wuppertal.de/index.php/sws/article/view/521
http://ejournals.bib.uni-wuppertal.de/index.php/sws/article/view/521


 167 

Galtung, J. 1969. “Violence, Peace, and Peace Research.” Journal of Peace Research 6, no. 

3: 167-91. https://www.jstor.org/stable/422690. 

 

Gattinara, P. 2017. “The ‘Refugee Crisis’ in Italy as a Crisis of Legitimacy.” Contemporary 

Italian Politics 9, no. 3: 318-31. https://doi.org/10.1080/23248823.2017.1388639. 

 

GCR (Greek Council for Refugees). “Short Overview of the Asylum Procedure: Greece.” 

Accessed March 2018. https://www.asylumineurope.org/reports/country/greece/asylum-

procedure/general/short-overview-asylum-procedure 

 

GCR (Greek Council for Refugees). “Conditions in Detention Facilities: Greece.” Accessed 

June 2018. https://www.asylumineurope.org/reports/country/greece/Detention-Asylum-

Seekers/Detention-Conditions/Conditions-Detention-Facilities. 

 

GCR (Greek Council for Refugees). “Legal Representation of Unaccompanied Children.” 

Accessed July 2018. https://www.asylumineurope.org/reports/country/greece/asylum-

procedure/guarantees-vulnerable-groups/legal-representation.  

 

GCR (Greek Council for Refugees). 2018. “Reports and Testimony of Systematic Pushbacks 

in Evros.” https://www.gcr.gr/media/k2/attachments/ReportZ08032018.pdf. 

 

GDP (Greece Detention Project). 2018. “Greece Immigration Detention Profile.” January. 

https://www.globaldetentionproject.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/GDP-Immigration-

Detention-Report-Greece-2018.pdf 

 

Christou, C. (Open letter with Médecins Sans Frontières). 2019. “European Leaders: Stop 

Punishing Asylum Seekers on the Greek Islands.” November 27. 

https://www.msf.org/european-leaders-must-stop-punishing-asylum-seekers-greek-islands. 

 

Geertz, C. 2008. Local Knowledge: Further Essays in Interpretive Anthropology. New York: 

Basic Books. 

 

Giddens, A. 1984. The Constitution of Society. Cambridge: Polity Press. 

 

Gillespie, M. 2018. “Refiguring Refugee Waste: Regimes of Reception and Solidarity 

Networks in Lesvos.” In A World Laid Waste? Responding to the Social, Cultural and 

Political Consequences of Globalisation, edited by F. Dodsworth and A. Walford, 1st ed, 1-

19. London: Routledge, Taylor & Francis Group. 

 

Gibney, M. 2003. “The State of Asylum: Democratisation, Judicialisation and Evolution of 

Refugee Policy.” In The Refugees Convention 50 Years On: Globalisation and 

International Law, edited by S. Kneebone, 1-19. Aldershot: Ashgate.  

 

Gibson, S. 2003. “Accommodating Strangers: British Hospitality and the Asylum Hotel 

Debate. Journal for Cultural Research 7, no. 4: 367-86. 

https://doi.org/10.1080/1479758032000165039. 

 

Glick Schiller, N., and N.B. Salazar. 2013. “Regimes of Mobility across the Globe.” Journal 

of Ethnic and Migration Studies 39, no. 2: 183-200. 

https://doi.org/10.1080/1369183X.2013.723253. 

https://www.globaldetentionproject.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/GDP-Immigration-Detention-Report-Greece-2018.pdf
https://www.globaldetentionproject.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/GDP-Immigration-Detention-Report-Greece-2018.pdf


 168 

 

Goodhand, J. 2000. “Research in Conflict Zones: Ethics and Accountability.” Forced 

Migration Review 8, no. 4: 12-6. 

https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Jonathan_Goodhand/publication/264869253_Research_

in_Conflict_Zones_Ethics_and_Accountability/links/5412e2fa0cf2fa878ad3c83c/Research-

in-Conflict-Zones-Ethics-and-Accountability.pdf 

 

Google Maps Greece, Lesvos. Accessed November 20, 2020. 

https://www.google.com/maps/place/Greece/@38.0602976,19.99062,6z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5

!3m4!1s0x135b4ac711716c63:0x363a1775dc9a2d1d!8m2!3d39.074208!4d21.824312 

 

Google Maps Greece, Athens. Accessed November 20, 2020. 

https://www.google.com/maps/place/Greece/@38.0602976,19.99062,6z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5

!3m4!1s0x135b4ac711716c63:0x363a1775dc9a2d1d!8m2!3d39.074208!4d21.824312 

 

Google Maps Greece, Hotspots. Accessed November 20, 2020.  Accessed November 2020. 

https://www.google.com/maps/place/Greece/@38.0602976,19.99062,6z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5

!3m4!1s0x135b4ac711716c63:0x363a1775dc9a2d1d!8m2!3d39.074208!4d21.824312 

Gramsci, A. 1971. Selections from the Prison Notebooks. Translated and edited by Quintin 

Hoare and Geoffrey Nowell Smith. New York: International Publishers. 

Green, J., and N. Thorogood. 2014. Qualitative Methods for Health Research. 3rd ed. 

London: Sage. 

 

Griffiths, M. 2012. “‘Vile Liars and Truth Distorters’: Truth, Trust and the Asylum System.” 

Anthropology Today 28, no. 5: 8-12. https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1467-8322.2012.00896.x. 

 

Gupta, A. 2012. Red Tape: Bureaucracy, Structural Violence and Poverty in India. Durham 

and London: Duke University Press. 

 

Guribye, E., and T.S. Mydland. 2018. “Escape to the Island: International Volunteer 

Engagement on Lesvos during the Refugee Crisis.” Journal of Civil Society 14, no. 4: 346-

63. https://doi.org/10.1080/17448689.2018.1518774. 

 

Haaland, H., and H. Wallevik. 2017. “Citizens as Actors in the Development Field: The Case 

of an Accidental Aid-Agent’s Activities in Aid-Land. Forum for Development Studies 44, no. 

2: 203-22. https://doi.org/10.1080/08039410.2017.1305444. 

 

Haaland, H., and H. Wallevik. 2019. “Beyond Crisis Management? The Role of Citizen 

Initiatives for Global Solidarity in Humanitarian Aid: The Case of Lesvos.” Third World 

Quarterly 40, no. 10: 1869-83. https://doi.org/10.1080/01436597.2019.1656060. 

 

Hacking, I. 1986. Making up people. In I. Hacking (2002), Historical Ontology. London: 

Harvard University, pp. 99–114. 

 

Hargreaves, S., B.N. Kumar, M. McKee, L. Jones, and A. Veizis. 2020. “Europe’s Migrant 

Containment Policies Threaten the Response to Covid-19.” BMJ 2020 368:m1213. 

https://doi.org/10.1136/bmj.m1213. 

 

https://www.google.com/maps/place/Greece/@38.0602976,19.99062,6z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x135b4ac711716c63:0x363a1775dc9a2d1d!8m2!3d39.074208!4d21.824312
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Greece/@38.0602976,19.99062,6z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x135b4ac711716c63:0x363a1775dc9a2d1d!8m2!3d39.074208!4d21.824312
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Greece/@38.0602976,19.99062,6z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x135b4ac711716c63:0x363a1775dc9a2d1d!8m2!3d39.074208!4d21.824312
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Greece/@38.0602976,19.99062,6z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x135b4ac711716c63:0x363a1775dc9a2d1d!8m2!3d39.074208!4d21.824312
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Greece/@38.0602976,19.99062,6z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x135b4ac711716c63:0x363a1775dc9a2d1d!8m2!3d39.074208!4d21.824312
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Greece/@38.0602976,19.99062,6z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x135b4ac711716c63:0x363a1775dc9a2d1d!8m2!3d39.074208!4d21.824312


 169 

Heller, C., and L. Pezzani. 2017. “Blaming the Rescuers.” Forensic Oceanography, Forensic 

Architecture. London: Goldsmiths University. 

 

Helsloot, I., and A. Ruitenberg. 2004. “Citizen Response to Disasters: A Survey of Literature 

and Some Practical Implications. Journal of Contingencies and Crisis Management 12, no. 3: 

98-111. https://doi.org/10.1111/j.0966-0879.2004.00440.x. 

 

Hennink, M.M., B.N. Kaiser, and V.C. Marconi. 2017. “Code Saturation versus Meaning 

Saturation: How Many Interviews are Enough?” Qualitative Health Research 27, no. 4: 591-

608. https://doi.org/10.1177/1049732316665344. 

 

Hernandez, J. 2016. “Refugee Flows to Lesvos: Evolution of a Humanitarian Response.” 

Migration Policy Institute, January 29. http://www.migrationpolicy.org/article/refugee-flows-

lesvos-evolution-humanitarian-response. 

 

Herzfeld, M. 1987. “‘As in Your own House’: Hospitality, Ethnography, and the Stereotype 

of Mediterranean Society.” Honor and Shame and the Unity of the Mediterranean 22: 85-9. 

 

Hilhorst, D., and B.J. Jansen. 2010. “Humanitarian Space as Arena: A Perspective on the 

Everyday Politics of Aid.” Development and Change 41, no. 6: 1117-39. 

https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1467-7660.2010.01673.x. 

 

Holmes, S. M., and H. Castañeda. 2016. “Representing the ‘European Refugee Crisis’ in 

Germany and Beyond: Deservingness and Difference, Life and Death.” American Ethnologist 

43, no. 1: 12-24. https://doi.org/10.1111/amet.12259. 

 

HRW (Human Rights Watch), 2017. “Greece: A Year of Suffering for Asylum Seekers. EU-

Turkey Deal Traps People in Abuse and Denies Them Refuge.” March 15. 

https://www.hrw.org/news/2017/03/15/greece-year-suffering-asylum-seekers. 

 

HRW (Human Rights Watch), 2020a. “Greece Restarts Suspended Asylum Procedure”. June 

5. https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/06/05/greece-restarts-suspended-asylum-procedure 

 

HRW (Human Rights Watch), 2020b. “Greece/EU: Bring Moria Homeless to Safety”. 

September 16. https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/09/16/greece/eu-bring-moria-homeless-safety 

 

HRW (Human Rights Watch), 2020c. “Island Camps not Prepared for Covid-19”. April 22. 

https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/04/22/greece-island-camps-not-prepared-covid-19 

 

Hume, T. 2020. “Video Shows Greek Mobs Attacking Migrant Boats and Aid Workers.” 

VICE, March 3. https://www.vice.com/en_ca/article/xgq533/video-shows-greek-mobs-

attacking-migrant-boats-and-aid-workers. 

 

Huysmans, J. 2006. The Politics of Insecurity: Fear, Migration and Asylum in the EU. 

London: Routledge. 

 

Hyndman, J. 2000. Managing Displacement: Refugees and the Politics of Humanitarianism. 

Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press. 

 

https://www.hrw.org/news/2017/03/15/greece-year-suffering-asylum-seekers
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/06/05/greece-restarts-suspended-asylum-procedure
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/09/16/greece/eu-bring-moria-homeless-safety


 170 

Marouda, M., Rossidi, M., Koutsouraki, E., Saranti. 2014. “EMN Study 2014: Policies, 

Practices and Data on Unaccompanied Minors in 2014.” Institute of International Relations.  

https://ec.europa.eu/home-affairs/sites/homeaffairs/files/what-we-

do/networks/european_migration_network/reports/docs/emn-studies/unaccompanied-

minors/greece_national_report_uams_en.pdf. 

 

Iliadou, E. 2019. “Border Harms and Everyday Violence: The Lived Experiences of Border 

Crossers in Lesvos Island, Greece.” PhD thesis. The Open University. 

https://doi.org/10.21954/ou.ro.0001077a. 

 

Ives, P., 2004. Language and hegemony in Gramsci. London: Pluto Press, pp. 144-160 

 

Jahn, T., M. Bergmann, and F. Keil. 2012. “Transdisciplinarity: Between Mainstreaming and 

Marginalization.” Ecological Economics 79: 1-10. 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ecolecon.2012.04.017. 

 

Kalir, B. 2019. Departheid: “The draconian governance of illegalized migrants in western 

states”. Conflict and Society 5, no. 1: 19-40. 

 

Kalir, B., and L. Wissink. 2016. “The Deportation Continuum: Convergences between State 

Agents and NGO Workers in the Dutch Deportation Field.” Citizenship Studies 20, no. 1: 34-

49. https://doi.org/10.1080/13621025.2015.1107025. 

 

Karas, T. 2016. “‘Warehouse of Souls’: How the EU abandoned Greece." World Policy 

Journal 33, no. 4: 55-60. https://muse.jhu.edu/article/645259. 

 

Kasimis, C., and A.G. Papadopoulos. 2005. “The Multifunctional Role of Migrants in the 

Greek Countryside: Implications for the Rural Economy and Society.” Journal of Ethnic and 

Migration Studies 31, no. 1: 99-127. https://doi.org/10.1080/1369183042000305708. 

 

Ketibuah-Foley, J. 2020. “Bristol Volunteer Lesbos Migrant Aid Worker Feels ‘Hunted.’” 

BBC News, March 3. https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-england-bristol-51708627.  

 

King, D. and R. Lieberman. 2009. “Ironies of State Building: A Comparative Perspective on 

the American State.” World Politics 61, no. 3: 547-88. http://www.jstor.org/stable/40263494. 

 

Kitsantonis, N. “Greek Neo-Nazi With Seat in European Parliament Is Sent to Prison” New 

York Times. May, 2021. 

 

Kravva, V. 2014. “Politicizing Hospitality, the Emergency Food Assistance Landscape in 

Thessaloniki.” Hospitality & Society 4, no. 3: 249-74. 

https://doi.org/10.1386/hosp.4.3.249_1. 

 

Krithari, E. 2019. “Greece: New Democracy Pushes a Tougher Agenda on Refugees.” OBC 

Transeuropa, December 2. https://www.balcanicaucaso.org/eng/Areas/Greece/Greece-New-

Democracy-pushes-a-tougher-agenda-on-refugees-198209. 

 

Kritidis, G. 2014. “The Rise and Crisis of the Anarchist and Libertarian Movement in 

Greece, 1973-2012.” In The City Is Ours: Squatting and Autonomous Movements in Europe 

From the 1970s to the Present, edited by B.Van der Steen, 63-94. Oakland: PM Press. 

https://doi.org/10.21954/ou.ro.0001077a
http://www.jstor.org/stable/40263494


 171 

 

Kryżanowski, M., A. Triandafyllidou, and R. Wodak. 2018. “The Mediatization and the 

Politicization of the ‘Refugee Crisis’ in Europe.” Journal of Immigrant & Refugee Studies 16, 

no. 1-2: 1-14. https://doi.org/10.1080/15562948.2017.1353189. 

 

Lears, T.J. 1985. The concept of cultural hegemony: Problems and possibilities. The 

American Historical Review, pp.567-593. 

 

Leontidou, L. 2014. “The Crisis and Its Discourses: Quasi-Orientalist Attacks on 

Mediterranean Urban Spontaneity, Informality and Joie De Vivre.” City 18, no. 4: 551-62. 

https://doi.org/10.1080/13604813.2014.939477. 

 

Lesvos Solidarity. “Reaction to Announcement to Close Pikpa Camp.” Press Release. July 3, 

2018. https://lesvossolidarity.org/en/blog/press-release/reaction-to-announcement-by-the-

region-of-north-aegean-to-close-pikpa-camp 

 

Lewis, D. 2019. “Humanitarianism, Civil Society and the Rohingya Refugee Crisis in 

Bangladesh.” Third World Quarterly 40, no. 10: 1884-902. 

https://doi.org/10.1080/01436597.2019.1652897. 

 

Lipsky, M. 1980. Street-Level Bureaucracy: Dilemmas of the Individual in Public Service. 

New York: Russell Sage Foundation. 

 

López-Sala, A., and I. Barbero. 2019. “Solidarity under Siege: The Crimmigration of 

Activism(s) and Protest against Border Control in Spain.” European Journal of Criminology: 

1-17. https://doi.org/10.1177/1477370819882908. 

 

Lyall, C., L. Meagher, and A. Bruce. 2015. “A Rose by Any Other Name? Transdisciplinarity 

in The Context of UK Research Policy.” Futures 65: 150-62. 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.futures.2014.08.009. 

 

Mac Ginty, R. 2017. “Everyday Social Practices and Boundary-making in Deeply Divided 

Societies.” Civil Wars 19, no. 1: 4-25. https://doi.org/10.1080/13698249.2017.1343410. 

 

Maccanico, Y., B. Hayes, S. Kenny S, and F. Barat. 2018. “The Shrinking Space for 

Solidarity with Migrants and Refugees.” Transnational Institute, November 6. 

https://www.tni.org/en/publi 

cation/the-shrinking-space-for-solidarity-with-migrants-and-refugees. 

 

Malkki, L. 1996. “Speechless Emissaries: Refugees, Humanitarianism, and 

Dehistoricization.” Cultural Anthropology 11, no. 3: 377-404. 

 

Maneri, M., and F. Quassoli. 2016. “Humanity and Security under Siege: European 

Discursive Politics on Immigration and Asylum.” Journal for Philosophy and Social Theory 

1, no. 2: 69-81. DOI: 10.5644/DIJALOG.2016.1-2.06  

Mare Liberum. Homepage. Accessed October 3, 2019. https://mare-liberum.org/en. 

 

Martin, E.C., and I.M. Nolte. 2019. “Might Less Accountability Be More? Ingo-Volunteer 

Relationships in The European Refugee Response.” Public Management Review 22, no. 3: 

408-31. https://doi.org/10.1080/14719037.2019.1599057. 



 172 

 

Maslanka, H. 1996. “Burnout, Social Support and AIDS Volunteers. AIDS Care 8, no. 2: 

195-206. https://doi.org/10.1080/09540129650125876. 

 

Mezzadra, S., and Neilson, B. 2012. “Between Inclusion and Exclusion: On the Topology of 

Global Space and Borders”. Theory, Culture, and Society 29, no. 4/5: 58-75. 

 

Mitchell, K., and M. Sparke. 2020. “Hotspot Geopolitics versus Geosocial Solidarity: 

Contending Constructions of Safe Space for Migrants in Europe.” Environment and Planning 

D: Society and Space 38, no. 6: 1046–66. https://doi.org/10.1177/0263775818793647. 

 

Mouzourakis, M., K. Pollet, and R. Fierens. 2016. “Admissibility, Responsibility and Safety 

in European Asylum Procedures.” Asylum Information Database AIDA. ECRE. http://www.a 

sylumineurope.org/2016.11. 

 

Mouzourakis, M., K. Pollet, and R. Fierens. 2018. “The Concept of Vulnerability in 

European Asylum Procedures.” Asylum Information Database AIDA. ECRE. 

http://www.asylumineurope.org/2017-ii. 

 

MSF (Médecins Sans Frontières). 2017. “One Year on from the EU-Turkey Deal: 

Challenging the EU’s Alternative Facts.” 

https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/MSF-REPORT_ENGLISH_eu-turkey-

deal-anniv_High%20Res.pdf. 

 

MSF (Médecins Sans Frontières). 2018. “Confinement, Violence and Chaos: How a 

European Refugee Camp is Traumatising People on Lesbos.” Project Update. July 18. 

https://www.msf.org/confinement-violence-and-chaos-how-european-refugee-camp-

traumatising-people-lesbos. 

 

MSF (Médecins Sans Frontières). 2019. “Greek and EU Authorities Deliberately Neglecting 

People Trapped on Islands.” https://www.msf.org/deliberate-neglect-greek-and-eu-

authorities-towards-those-trapped-islands. 

 

MSF (Médecins Sans Frontières). 2020. “Greece Denies Healthcare to Seriously Ill Refugee 

Children on Lesbos.” January 23. https://www.msf.org/greece-denies-healthcare-seriously-ill-

refugee-children-lesbos. 

 

MSF Sea (@MSF_Sea). 2018. “Moria camp is unable to provide decent and safe conditions 

for refugees, meanwhile authorities are trying to close Pikpa - a rare safe haven on the island 

where.” Twitter, July 10. https://twitter.com/MSF_Sea/status/1016732540344905729. 

 

Muncie, J. 2008. The theory and politics of criminalisation: John Muncie argues that a critical 

understanding of criminalisation remains crucial. Criminal Justice Matters 74, no. 1: 13-14. 

https://www.crimeandjustice.org.uk/sites/crimeandjustice.org.uk/files/09627250802476692.p

df 

 

Nader, L. 2008. “Strategies of Subordination in Reverse.” Key Note Address Fifth Annual 

Public Anthropology Conference: Supporting Social Movements. College of Arts and 

Sciences, American University, Washington, D.C., October 31 – November 1. Accessed on 

July 15, 2019. http://www1.american.edu/cas/anthro/public/media/nader.mp3.  

http://www.asylumineurope.org/2017-ii
https://www.msf.org/greece-denies-healthcare-seriously-ill-refugee-children-lesbos
https://www.msf.org/greece-denies-healthcare-seriously-ill-refugee-children-lesbos


 173 

 

Nail, Thomas.2016.  "A Tale of Two Crises: Migration and Terrorism after the Paris 

Attacks." Studies in Ethnicity and Nationalism 16, no. 1: 158-167. 

 

NeedsHub. Accessed July 12, 2020. https://www.needshub.org/index.php/en/contact-

organisations?start=40. 

 

Neocleous, M.A., and M. Kastrinou. 2016. “The EU Hotspot: Police War against the 

Migrant.” Radical Philosophy 200 (November/December). 

https://www.radicalphilosophy.com/commentary/the-eu-hotspot 

 

Nianias, H. 2016. “Refugees in Lesbos: Are There Too Many NGOs on the Island?” The 

Guardian, January 5. https://www.theguardian.com/global-development-professionals-

network/2016/jan/05/refugees-in-lesbos-are-there-too-many-ngos-on-the-island. 

 

No Borders UK. Accessed June 15, 2019. http://noborders.org.uk. 

 

Oikonomakis, L. 2018. “Solidarity in Transition: The Case of Greece.” In Solidarity 

Mobilizations in the “Refugee Crisis,” edited by D. Della Porta, 65-98. London/New York: 

Palgrave Macmillan. 

 

Oxfam International EU Advocacy. 2018. “Stand for Solidarity and #SavePikpa. July 18. 

https://oxfameu.blogactiv.eu/2018/07/18/stand-for-solidarity-in-europe-and-savepikpa. 

 

Palidda, S. 2011. “A Review of the Principal European Countries.” In Racial Criminalization 

of Migrants in the 21st Century, edited by S. Palidda, 23-30. Farnham: Ashgate Publishing 

Limited. 

 

Pallister‐Wilkins, P. 2015. “The Humanitarian Politics of European Border Policing: Frontex 

and Border Police in Evros.” International Political Sociology 9, no. 1: 53-69. 

https://doi.org/10.1111/ips.12076. 

 

Pallister-Wilkins, P. 2017. “Humanitarian Borderwork.” In Border Politics: Defining Spaces 

of Governance and Forms of Transgressions, edited by C. Günay and N, 85-103. Witjes. 

New York: Springer International Publishing. 

 

Pallister-Wilkins, P. 2020. Hotspots and the geographies of humanitarianism. Environment 

and Planning D: Society and Space 38, no. 6: 991-1008. 

 

Pantelia, A. 2016. “Lesvos: Where Sympathy and Sanctuary Endure.” Newsweek Middle 

East, March 2. http://newsweekme.com/lesvos-where-sympathy-and-sanctuary-endure. 

 

Papadimas, L. 2019. “Migrants in Greece Living in ‘Horrible’ Conditions, Says Europe 

Rights Watchdog.” Reuters, October 31. https://www.reuters.com/article/us-europe-migrants-

greece-asylum/migrants-in-greece-living-in-horrible-conditions-says-europe-rights-

watchdog-idUSKBN1XA1O0. 

 

Papanicolaou, G., and I. Papageorgiou. 2016. “The Police and the Far Right in Greece: A 

Case Study of Police Voting Behaviour in Athens.” Crime, Law and Social Change 66: 397-

419. https://doi.org/10.1007/s10611-016-9633-7. 

https://www.radicalphilosophy.com/commentary/the-eu-hotspot


 174 

 

Papantonis, V., and E. Becatoros. 2020. “Greek Minister: 5,000 Move into New Refugee 

Camp on Lesbos.” CTV News, September 17. https://www.ctvnews.ca/world/greek-minister-

5-000-move-into-new-refugee-camp-on-lesbos-1.5108463. 

 

Papataxiarchis, E. 2016a. “Being ‘There’: At the Front of the ‘European Refugee Crisis’ – 

Part 1.” Anthropological Theory 32, no. 2: 5-9. 

 

Papataxiarchis, E. 2016b. “Unwrapping Solidarity? Society Reborn in Austerity.” Social 

Anthropology 24, no. 2: 205-10. https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/1469-

8676.12309. 

 

Papataxiarchis, E. 2016c. “A Great Overturn: The ‘European Refugee Crisis’ and the New 

Patriotism of ‘Solidarity.’” Contemporary Issues 132, no. 133: 7-28. 

 

Parker, J. 2000. Structuration. Buckingham: Open University Press. 

 

Partridge, D.J. 2008. “‘We Were Dancing in the Club, Not on the Berlin Wall’: Black Bodies, 

Street Bureaucrats, and Exclusionary Incorporation into the New Europe.” Cultural 

Anthropology 23, no. 4: 660-87. https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1548-1360.2008.00022.x. 

 

Pohl, C., and G.H. Hadorn. 2008. “Methodological Challenges of Transdisciplinary 

Research.” Natures Sciences Sociétés 16, no. 2: 111-21. https://doi.org/10.1051/nss:2008035. 

 

Polzer, T. 2008. “Invisible Integration: How Bureaucratic, Academic and Social Categories 

Obscure Integrated Refugees.” Journal of Refugee Studies 21, no. 4: 476-97. 

https://doi.org/10.1093/jrs/fen038. 

 

Pries, L. 2019. “‘We Will Manage It’: Did Chancellor Merkel’s Dictum Increase or Even 

Cause the Refugee Movement In 2015?” International Migration 58, no. 5: 18-28. 

https://doi.org/10.1111/imig.12684. 

 

Pries, L. “Introduction: Civil Society and Volunteering in the So-Called Refugee 

Crisis of 2015—Ambiguities and Structural Tensions”. In Refugee Protection and Civil 

Society in Europe, edited by M. Feischmidt, L. Pries, and C. Cantat, 1-23. Cham: Palgrave 

Macmillan. 

 

Rakopoulos, T. 2014. “Resonance of Solidarity: Meanings of a Local Concept in Anti-

Austerity Greece.” Journal of Modern Greek Studies 32, no. 2: 313-37. 

https://doi.org/10.1353/mgs.2014.0040. 

 

Rakopoulos, T. 2015. “Solidarity’s Tensions: Informality, Sociality, and the Greek Crisis.” 

Social Analysis 59, no. 3: 85-104. https://doi.org/10.3167/sa.2015.590305. 

 

Rakopoulos, T. 2016. “Solidarity: The Egalitarian Tensions of a Bridge-Concept.” Social 

Anthropology 24, no. 2: 142-51. https://doi.org/10.1111/1469-8676.12298. 

Ramsay, G. 2020. Time and the other in crisis: how anthropology makes its displaced 

object. Anthropological Theory 20, no. 4: 385-413. DOI: 10.1177/1463499619840464  



 175 

Richardson, L. 1998. “Fields of Play: Constructing an Academic Life.” Gender & Society 12, 

no. 5: 602-4. 

 

Richter, L., and A. Norman. 2010. “AIDS Orphan Tourism: A Threat to Young Children in 

Residential Care.” Vulnerable Children and Youth Studies 5, no. 3: 217-29. 

https://doi.org/10.1080/17450128.2010.487124. 

 

Refugee Accommodation and Solidarity Space City Plaza. 2019. “39 months City Plaza: the 

end of an era, the beginning of a new one.” (in Greek https://urlzs.com/dtFsv) 

Facebook, July 11. 

https://www.facebook.com/sol2refugeesen/posts/2117692658523066?__tn__=K-R. 

 

Rodier, C. 2012. Xénophobie business. À quoi servent les contrôles migratoires? Paris: La 

Découverte. 

 

Rosello, M. 2001. Postcolonial Hospitality: The Immigrant as Guest. Stanford: Stanford 

University Press. 

 

Roth, K. 2015. “The Refugee Crisis That Isn’t.” Human Rights Watch, September 3. 

https://www.hrw.org/news/2015/09/03/refugee-crisis-isnt. 

 

Rozakou, K. 2012. “The Biopolitics of Hospitality in Greece: Humanitarianism and the 

Management of Refugees.” American Ethnologist 39, no. 3: 562-77. 

https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1548-1425.2012.01381.x. 

 

Rozakou, K. 2016. “Socialities of Solidarity: Revisiting the Gift Taboo in Times of Crises.” 

Social Anthropology 24, no. 2: 185-99. https://doi.org/10.1111/1469-8676.12305 

 

Rozakou, K. 2017. “Solidarity #Humanitarianism: The Blurred Boundaries of 

Humanitarianism in Greece.” Allegra Lab, September 27. 

https://allegralaboratory.net/solidarity-humanitarianism. 

 

Rozakou, K. 2018. “Solidarians in the Land of Xenios Zeus: Migrant Deportability and the 

Radicalisation of Solidarity.” In Critical Times in Greece: Anthropological Engagements 

with the Crisis, edited by D. Dalakoglou and G. Agelopoulos, 188-201. London: Routledge. 

 

Sandri, E. 2018. “‘Volunteer Humanitarianism’: Volunteers and Humanitarian Aid in the 

Jungle Refugee Camp of Calais.” Journal of Ethnic and Migration Studies 44, no. 1: 65-80. 

ttps://doi.org/10.1080/1369183X.2017.1352467. 

 

Sarantou, E., and T. Aggeliki. 2019. “Children Cast Adrift: The Exclusion and Exploitation 

of Unaccompanied Minors (UAMs). National Report: Greece.” Athens: Rosa Luxembourg 

Stifting Office in Greece. 

https://rosalux.gr/sites/default/files/publications/national_greece_en_final_1211web.pdf 

 

Schack, L. 2020. “Humanitarian Smugglers? The EU Facilitation Directive and the 

Criminalisation of Civil Society.” Border Criminologies, July 6, 

https://www.law.ox.ac.uk/research-subject-groups/centre-criminology/centreborder-

criminologies/blog/2020/07/humanitarian. 

 

https://rosalux.gr/sites/default/files/publications/national_greece_en_final_1211web.pdf


 176 

Schack, L., and A. Witcher. 2020. “Hostile Hospitality and the Criminalization of Civil 

Society Actors Aiding Border Crossers in Greece.” Environment and Planning D: Society 

and Space 39, no. 3: 477-95.  https://doi.org/10.1177/0263775820958709. 

 

Scheibelhofer, P. 2019. “Gender and Intimate Solidarity in Refugee-Sponsorships of 

Unaccompanied Young Men.” In Refugee Protection and Civil Society in Europe, edited by 

M. Feischmidt, L. Pries, and C. Cantat, 193-219. Cham: Palgrave Macmillan. 

 

Scheper-Hughes, N., and P. Bourgois, eds. 2004. Violence in War and Peace: An Anthology. 

Malden: Blackwell. 

 

Scott, J., and G. Marshall. 2009. A Dictionary of Sociology. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 

 

Serntedakis, G. 2017. “‘Solidarity’ for Strangers: A Case Study of ‘Solidarity’ Initiatives in 

Lesvos.” Etnofoor 29, no. 2: 83-98. http://www.jstor.org/stable/26296171. 

 

Sewell, W.H. 1992. “A Theory of Structure: Duality, Agency and Transformation.” American 

Journal of Sociology 98, no. 1: 1-29. https://www.jstor.org/stable/2781191. 

 

Shore, C., and S. Wright. 1999. “Audit Culture and Anthropology: Neo-Liberalism in British 

Higher Education.” Journal of the Royal Anthropological Institute 5, no. 4: 557-75. 

https://doi.org/10.2307/2661148. 

 

Smith, H. 2018. “Greece Reinforces Land Border with Turkey to Stem Flow of Migrants.” 

The Guardian, April 29. https://www.theguardian.com/world/2018/apr/29/greece-reinforces-

land-border-with-turkey-to-stem-flow-of-migrants. 

 

Smith, H. 2020a. “How Greece is Beating Coronavirus Despite a Decade of Debt.” The 

Guardian, April 14. https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/apr/14/how-greece-is-beating-

coronavirus-despite-a-decade-of-debt. 

 

Smith, H. 2020b. “‘We Left Fearing for Our Lives’: Doctors Set upon by Mob in Lesbos.” 

The Guardian, March 4. https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/mar/04/we-left-fearing-

for-our-lives-doctors-set-upon-by-mob-in-lesbos. 

 

Sözer, H. 2019. “Categories that Blind Us, Categories That Bind Them: The Deployment of 

Vulnerability Notion for Syrian Refugees in Turkey.” Journal of Refugee Studies 0, no. 0: 1-

29. https://doi.org/10.1093/jrs/fez020. 

 

Stock, I. 2019. “Buddy Schemes between Refugees and Volunteers in Germany: 

Transformative Potential in an Unequal Relationship?” Social Inclusion 7, no. 2: 128-38. 

http://dx.doi.org/10.17645/si.v7i2.2041. 

 

Stolinski, A., C. Ryan, L. Hausmann, and M. Wernli. 2004. “Empathy, Guilt, Volunteer 

Experiences, and Intentions to Continue Volunteering among Buddy Volunteers in an AIDS 

Organization.” Journal of Applied Bio Behavioral Research 9, no. 1: 1-22. 

https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1751-9861.2004.tb00089.x. 

 

Strauss, A., and J. Corbin. 1990. Basics of Qualitative Research. Thousand Oaks: Sage 

Publications. 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/apr/14/how-greece-is-beating-coronavirus-despite-a-decade-of-debt
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/apr/14/how-greece-is-beating-coronavirus-despite-a-decade-of-debt


 177 

 

Strickland, P. 2017. “Greeks Protest Government Crackdown on Refugee Squats.” Al 

Jazeera, June 24. https://www.aljazeera.com/features/2017/6/24/greeks-protest-government-

crackdown-on-refugee-squats. 

 

Szuleka, M. 2018. “First Victims or Last Guardians? The Consequences of Rule of Law 

backsliding for NGOs: Case studies of Hungary and Poland.” Brussels: Centre for European 

Policy Studies. 

https://www.ceps.eu/download/publication/?id=10559&pdf=MSzuleka_RoLandNGOs.pdf 

 

Talagkas, S. 2017. “Skype Call Again in Next Life... Access to Asylum through Skype: 

Where are We after Two Years?” Greek Forum of Refugees. Accessed June 6, 2018. 

https://refugees.gr/skype-call-next-life-access- asylum-skype-two-years. 

 

Tanrikulu Kizil, N., ed. 2020. “Greece Extends COVID-19 Lockdown in Migrant Camps.” Daily 

Sabah, May 4. https://www.dailysabah.com/politics/greece-extends-covid-19-lockdown-in-

migrant-camps/news. 

  

Theodossopoulos, D. 2016. “Philanthropy or Solidarity? Ethical Dilemmas about 

Humanitarianism in Crisis-Afflicted Greece.” Social Anthropology 24, no. 2: 167-84. 

https://doi.org/10.1111/1469-8676.12304. 

 

Theodossopoulos, D. 2020. “Solidarity Dilemmas in Times of Austerity: Auto-ethnographic 

Interventions.” Cultural Anthropology 35, no. 1: 134-66. https://doi.org/10.14506/ca35.1.10. 

 

Ticktin, M. 2005. “Policing and Humanitarianism in France: Immigration and the Turn to 

Law as State of Exception.” Interventions 7, no. 3: 346-68. 

https://doi.org/10.1080/13698010500268148. 

 

Ticktin, M. 2006. “Where Ethics and Politics Meet: The Violence of Humanitarianism in 

France.” American Ethnologist 33, no. 1: 33-49. http://www.jstor.org/stable/3805315. 

 

Ticktin, M. 2011. Casualties of Care: Immigration and the Politics of Humanitarianism in 

France. Berkeley and Los Angeles: University Of California Press. 

 

Ticktin, M. 2017. “A World without Innocence.” American Ethnologist 44, no. 4: 577-90. 

https://doi.org/10.1111/amet.12558. 

 

Tsnoi, I. 2016. “‘They Won’t Let Us Come, They Won’t Let Us Stay, They Won’t Let Us 

Leave.” Liminality in the Aegean Borderscape: The Case of Irregular Migrants, Volunteers 

and Locals on Lesvos’. Human Geography 9, no. 2: 35-46. 

https://doi.org/10.1177/194277861600900204. 

 

UNHCR. 2016. IMAGE. Operations Portal, Refugee Situation, January 14. 

https://data2.unhcr.org/en/documents/details/46709. 

 

UNHCR. 2019a. “Greece.” Operations Portal: Refugee Situation. Accessed December 8, 

2019. https://data2.unhcr.org/en/situations/mediterranean/location/5179. 

 

https://www.ceps.eu/download/publication/?id=10559&pdf=MSzuleka_RoLandNGOs.pdf
https://data2.unhcr.org/en/documents/details/46709


 178 

UNHCR. 2019b “Greece Factsheet.” December 1-31. 

https://data2.unhcr.org/en/documents/download/73592. 

 

UNHCR. 2019c. “Greece Factsheet. October 1-31. 

https://data2.unhcr.org/en/documents/download/72479 

 

UNHCR. 2020a. “Population Statistics Database”. Accessed November 20, 2020 

https://www.unhcr.org/refugee-statistics/ 

 

UNHCR. 2020b. “Greece Factsheet August 2020.” September 30. 

https://data2.unhcr.org/fr/documents/details/79299. 

 

UNHCR. 2020c. “Mediterreanean Sitaution.” November 29. Greece data snapshot. 

http://data.unhcr.org/mediterranean/country.php?id1⁄483.  

 

UNICEF. 2017. “Refugee and Migrant Children in Greece.” September.  

https://www.unicef.org/eca/sites/unicef.org.eca/files/eca-dataprod-

Refugee_and_migrant_children_in_Greece-_data_analysis_August_2017.pdf. 

 

UNICEF. “Situation Update, Unaccompanied Children in Greece.” Accessed July 23, 2019. 

https://www.unicef.org/eca/sites/unicef.org.eca/files/201811/Unaccompanied%20children%2

0in%20Greece%20october%202018.pdf. 

 

Vaiou, D., and A. Kalandides. 2016. “Practices of Collective Action and Solidarity: 

Reconfigurations of the Public Space in Crisis-Ridden Athens, Greece.” Journal of Housing 

and the Built Environment 31, no. 3: 457-70. 

https://doi.org/10.1080/13621025.2017.1307605. 

 

Vandevoordt, R., and G. Verschraegen. 2019. “Subversive Humanitarianism and Its 

Challenges: Notes on the Political Ambiguities of Civil Refugee Support.” In Refugee 

Protection and Civil Society in Europe, edited by M. Feischmidt, L. Pries, and C. Cantat, 

101-28. Cham: Palgrave Macmillan. 

 

Veizis, A. 2020. “‘Leave No One Behind’ and Access to Protection in the Greek Islands in 

the COVID‐19 Era. International Migration 58, no. 3 (June): 264-66. 

https://doi.org/10.1111/imig.12721. 

 

Vosyliūtė, L., and C. Conte. 2019. “Crackdown on NGOs and Volunteers Helping Refugees 

and Other Migrants.” Brussels, Research Social Platform On Migration And Asylum. 

http://www.resoma.eu/sites/resoma/resoma/files/policy_brief/pdf/Final%20Synthetic%20Rep

ort%20-

%20Crackdown%20on%20NGOs%20and%20volunteers%20helping%20refugees%20and%

20other%20migrants_1.pdf 

 

Voutira, E. 2016. “The perversion of the ancient and the traditional value of “hospitality” in 

contemporary Greece: From Xenios Zeus to ‘Xenios Zeus.’” In Migration–Networks–Skills. 

Anthropological Perspectives on Mobility and Transformation, edited by A. Wonneberger, 

M. Gandelsman-Trier, and H. Dorsch, 85-100. Bielefeld: transcript. 

 

https://data2.unhcr.org/en/documents/download/73592
https://www.unhcr.org/refugee-statistics/
https://data2.unhcr.org/fr/documents/details/79299
http://www.resoma.eu/sites/resoma/resoma/files/policy_brief/pdf/Final%20Synthetic%20Report%20-%20Crackdown%20on%20NGOs%20and%20volunteers%20helping%20refugees%20and%20other%20migrants_1.pdf
http://www.resoma.eu/sites/resoma/resoma/files/policy_brief/pdf/Final%20Synthetic%20Report%20-%20Crackdown%20on%20NGOs%20and%20volunteers%20helping%20refugees%20and%20other%20migrants_1.pdf
http://www.resoma.eu/sites/resoma/resoma/files/policy_brief/pdf/Final%20Synthetic%20Report%20-%20Crackdown%20on%20NGOs%20and%20volunteers%20helping%20refugees%20and%20other%20migrants_1.pdf
http://www.resoma.eu/sites/resoma/resoma/files/policy_brief/pdf/Final%20Synthetic%20Report%20-%20Crackdown%20on%20NGOs%20and%20volunteers%20helping%20refugees%20and%20other%20migrants_1.pdf


 179 

Voutira, E. 2004. “Ethnic Greeks from the Former Soviet Union as ‘Privileged Return 

Migrants.’” Espace, Populations, Sociétés 3: 533-44. https://doi.org/10.4000/eps.364. 

 

Watters, C. 2007. “Refugees at Europe’s Borders: The Moral Economy of Care.” 

Transcultural Psychiatry 44, no. 3: 394-417. https://doi.org/10.1177/1363461507081638. 

 

Wikimedia Commons. Accessed November 2020. 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Greece_location_map.svg 

 

Winter, C. 2020. “11 Migrants Drown in Mediterranean off Turkish Coast.” Deutsche Welle, 

January 12. https://p.dw.com/p/3W45r. 

 

Witcher, A. 2019. “Ethical Quandaries in Volunteering.” Forced Migration Review 61: 41-4. 

https://www.fmreview.org/ethics/witcher 

 

Yuval-Davis, N. 2006. “Belonging and the Politics of Belonging.” Patterns of Prejudice 40, 

no. 3: 197-214. https://doi.org/10.1080/00313220600769331. 

 

Zachová, A., E. Zgut, K. Zbytniewska, M. Strzałkowski, and Z. Gabrizova. 2018. “Visegrad 

Nations United against Mandatory Relocation Quotas.” EURACTIV, July 23. 

https://www.euractiv.com/section/justice-home-affairs/news/visegrad-nations-united-against-

mandatory-relocation-quotas. 

 

Zaragoza-Cristiani, J. 2017. “Containing the Refugee Crisis: How the EU Turned the Balkans 

and Turkey into an EU Borderland.” The International Spectator 52, no. 4: 59-75. 

https://doi.org/10.1080/03932729.2017.1375727. 

 

Zbeidy, D. 2019. “Marriage and Displacement among Palestinian and Syrian Refugees in 

Jordan”. Doctoral Thesis. Amsterdam, Netherlands.  

 

Zetter, R. 1991. “Labelling Refugees: Forming and Transforming a Bureaucratic Identity.” 

Journal of Refugee Studies 4, no. 1: 39-62. https://doi.org/10.1093/jrs/4.1.39. 

 

Zetter, R. 2007. “More Labels, Fewer Refugees: Remaking the Refugee Label in an Era of 

Globalization” Journal of Refugee Studies 20, no. 2: 172-92. 

 

Zwi, A.B., N.J. Grove, C. MacKenzie, E. Pittaway, D. Zion, D. Silove, and D. Tarantola. 

2006. “Placing Ethics in the Centre: Negotiating New Spaces for Ethical Research in Conflict 

Situations.” Global Public Health 1, no. 3: 264-77. 

https://doi.org/10.1080/17441690600673866. 

  

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Greece_location_map.svg
https://www.fmreview.org/ethics/witcher


 180 

SUMMARY 

 

Informal Volunteering in Greece’s Discriminatory Migrant Regime: 

Practices in Inclusivity 

 

Greece is considered the “doorstep of Europe” from the Middle East. In 2015, it served as a 

transit country for almost one million border crossers, a categorization that encompasses 

asylum seekers, refugees, and undocumented migrants largely fleeing conflict, persecution, 

economic instability, and generalized violence. The erection of fences along the route to 

Western Europe and the implementation of the 2016 EU-Turkey Agreement trapped border 

crossers in Greece, who before had continued westward mainly to Germany and the United 

Kingdom (Zaragoza-Cristiani 2017; Oikonomakis 2018). They had become stuck in Greece, 

and needed legal and medical aid, accommodation, and a variety of services. Local solidarity 

initiatives that had sprung up after the 2008 economic crisis and ensuing 2011 austerity crisis 

began offering solidarity and services. Local and international aid organizations offered 

specialized and technical support, while Greek government agencies offered specific aid, 

such as accommodation. And last but not least, informal volunteers arrived mainly from 

elsewhere in Europe to help with services and resource distribution.  

 I began fieldwork in 2017 in Athens and on Lesvos with the intention of exploring the 

humanitarian landscape in all its diversity. I wanted to understand how the lives of border 

crossers were affected by the policies and practices of the state and the European Union 

(EU), but also by those offering aid. I began by volunteering at an informal association in 

Athens that offered legal aid and was run mainly by international informal volunteers. I 

discovered quickly that the aid landscape was not a cohesive system with a singular goal of 

aiding border crossers. Instead, I found that diverse motives and obligations created 

conflicting and divisive groups of helpers who aided border crossers in varying, sometimes 

contradictory ways. In particular, I noticed how informal volunteers advocated for the rights 

of border crossers, and did so often in conflict with the asylum regime that created or 

exacerbated precarity and ill-health. I began to formulate a research question to explore this 

dilemma. 

 My main research question asks: how does the relationship between informal 

volunteers and state-sanctioned institutions affect the aid landscape as a whole, and how 

does it affect the border crossers in their charge? In answering this question, during 2017-
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2018, I conducted ten months of qualitative ethnographic fieldwork in Athens and on Lesvos 

with actors involved in the provision of aid and in enacting policy. Understanding the 

humanitarian landscape in all its complexity required a methodology that incorporated 

multiple viewpoints and “studying up, down and sideways simultaneously” (Nader 2008). 

Therefore, I conducted research with a range of actors and categorized them under three main 

stakeholder groups: informal volunteers, aid workers, and government employees. In addition 

to interviews, I had hundreds of informal conversations with stakeholders; engaged in 

participant observation; and analyzed legal documents, policies, and information leaflets 

distributed by NGOs and associations on the ground. I spent time in camps, legal and medical 

NGOs, hospitals, soup kitchens, and informal associations that offered services such as 

accommodation, educational and vocational courses, legal aid, and resource distribution, 

among other services. Through an iterative transdisciplinary methodology, which included 

incorporating the suggestions of my interlocutors to reformulate my aims and questions, I 

began to focus more narrowly on informal volunteers and specific aspects of their 

interactions with border crossers, aid workers, and government actors. My own volunteering 

contributed to my understanding of the main issues; in Athens, I volunteered on a legal aid 

team and on Lesvos, at a camp for vulnerable border crossers and with a border monitoring 

and search and rescue (SAR) group. 

 To help navigate the intricacies of the research, I explain the terms employed in this 

thesis as well as main conventions and policies that restrict and control the movement of 

border crossers. I have chosen to call my group of interlocutors “informal volunteers” 

following Castañeda’s “acts of citizenship” (2013) and Fechter and Schwittay’s “citizen aid” 

(2019). Castañeda explains that these “citizens express solidarity with migrants beyond the 

traditional bounds of political community” in which the citizen allies dissent from the state to 

offer aid to non-citizens (2013, 228). This mirrors the main characteristic of “citizen aid” 

(Fechter and Schwittay 2019), which is that citizens engage with beneficiaries outside of 

NGO and state organizations; personal agency and personal ethical decision-making are key 

to this informal type of aid. I term all people who have entered Greece via alternative routes, 

such as the land border or sea, or have arrived on false documents, as “border crossers.” The 

reasoning is to avoid employment of labels that imply judgment about deservingness, such as 

“refugee” or “economic migrant.” 

 In the introduction chapter, I explain important aspects of the asylum regime in 

Greece. I began by introducing the “refugee” definition as outlined in UNHCR’s 1951 

Refugee Convention. This definition is consequential because it affects how border crossers 
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experience the asylum regime; they must prove to Greek Asylum Service (GAS) personnel—

a Greek governmental authority tasked with deciding the outcomes of asylum claims—that 

they are worthy of asylum based on having a “well-founded fear of being persecuted for 

reasons of race, religion, nationality, membership of a particular social group, or political 

opinion.”26 While a border crosser may have experienced extreme economic insecurity or 

generalized violence, these are not acceptable reasons to apply for asylum, according to the 

current system.  

 The second main policy that permeates all aspects of the humanitarian landscape is 

the 2016 EU-Turkey Agreement. It mandates that unsuccessful asylum applicants return to 

Turkey, thereby dramatically decreasing the number of asylum seekers to Greece. As a result, 

Greece enacted the “island restriction” in which border crossers are not entitled to free 

movement beyond the island on which they arrive, and therefore must remain on Lesvos until 

their asylum acceptance or rejection and deportation. As more border crossers arrived to 

Lesvos, but few were able to leave the island, camps became overcrowded and suicidal 

ideation and self-harm increased markedly (MSF 2017, 2019). To mitigate some of the rising 

tensions, the government began to categorize border crossers into varying degrees of 

vulnerability, with only the most vulnerable being transferred to the mainland.  

 This thesis explicates two main themes: the first is inclusion and exclusion. 

Throughout the thesis, I show how border crossers were either included or excluded into the 

asylum system, accommodation and camps, refugee and vulnerability categories, and the 

Greek nation and EU more broadly. Volunteers were embedded into the systems of inclusion 

and exclusion as they attempted to use their agentive power to be more inclusive of border 

crossers whom the state would wish to exclude (such as undocumented migrants, those 

considered not vulnerable, or those to be deported). However, volunteers were actively 

excluded from offering certain forms of bureaucratized aid, such as housing and SAR, and 

were criminalized for including themselves in certain aid regimes without being sanctioned 

by the state. Following Hilhorst and Jansen (2010), I conceptualized this border region as a 

“humanitarian arena” where multiple actors and institutions competed to aid border crossers. 

Within this arena, the Greek state employed a form of “hostile hospitality” (Derrida 1999) 

toward border crossers, which in the Foucauldian sense was both caring and controlling, 

inclusive and simultaneously exclusive. The state was hospitable—that is, inclusive—in 

 
26 Convention and Protocol Relating to the Status of Refugees. UNHCR. Text of the 1951 Convention Relating 

to the Status of Refugees. Text of the 1967 Protocol Relating to the Status of Refugees. Resolution 2198 (XXI) 

adopted by the United Nations General Assembly. https://www.unhcr.org/3b66c2aa10. 
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allowing border crossers to enter, registration, and the allocation of basic material services. 

Yet, it was hostile—that is, exclusive—in how it conceptualized and patrolled the border, 

essentially externalizing asylum to Turkey. 

I argue that informal volunteers struggled to enact their ethical principles 

within governance regimes that categorized people in ways that contradicted the volunteers’ 

moral rationalities. Broadly, these rationalities were twofold: first, that those fleeing 

economic and political insecurities should be granted access to the EU (and beyond); and 

second, that the asylum regime was unjust and consequently must be subverted. These 

rationalities compelled volunteers to use their positionalities as educated citizens, who were 

largely European, to help border crossers access certain resources that they would not 

otherwise qualify for and to help them access equitable and lawful treatment when dealing 

with the GAS. I showed how the volunteers helped border crossers attain the coveted status 

of “refugee” or “vulnerable person” through legal aid and advocacy. For example, volunteers 

on the legal aid team in Athens helped border crossers accentuate aspects of their personal 

histories that would be favorable for asylum and grant them access to the refugee status. 

Likewise, they aided border crossers to attain what I call “vulnerability papers,” which would 

prove physical or mental health issues. These papers could be used to support the case to 

transfer border crossers off the island of Lesvos or to access the Regional Asylum Office in 

Athens that was reserved for vulnerable cases. Throughout the thesis, I showcase how 

ordinary citizens (that is, volunteers), largely without political capital, had the power to affect 

the lives of border crossers and to challenge state bureaucracy, thereby interfering in state 

sovereignty. 

 A secondary theme recurring through the majority of this dissertation is that of a 

fractured and ambiguous ethical landscape. I found that a widespread explanation among 

informal volunteers for their placement in ethically ambiguous situations was the gap in 

services left by the Greek state and large humanitarian organizations. This resulted in tens of 

thousands border crossers living in precarity; thousands were homeless, while others lacked 

medical and legal services, and most lacked the resources to live well. Informal volunteers 

argued that the lack of services forced them to act, regardless of whether they had the 

resources or institutional capability. For example, volunteers often felt compelled to offer 

more intimate forms of solidarity, such as sharing their personal phone numbers, impromptu 

late-night meet-ups to help with serious circumstances, and even hosting border crossers in 

their personal apartments. On the last point, they were forced to choose between leaving 

border crossers to sleep on the streets, knowing that no aid or government organization could 
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help in the immediate, and hosting border crossers personally, which could pose risks to both 

parties, a term I call the informality double-bind. I argue that the ambiguities the volunteers 

faced revolved around their informality in offering services; on the one hand, their 

informality meant that they were able to attend to situations almost immediately, in contrast 

to the state and large organizations. On the other hand, this informality could pose difficult 

quandaries, such as a volunteer’s decision to take a border crosser into their personal home 

when the other option was homelessness, a risk of violence, and a long wait for 

institutionalized aid. 

 Next I explore how the criminalization of volunteers was inexorably linked to notions 

of sovereignty; the offer of hospitality by volunteers impeded state forms of hostile 

hospitality and furthermore challenged notions of “guest” and “host” because the majority of 

these volunteers were from outside Greece. Volunteers were harassed and criminalized for 

their alliance with, and defense of, irregularized migrants who were increasingly being 

categorized as criminals. For example, I show how SAR volunteers monitored the border and 

reported instances of refoulement to Turkey. The presence of volunteers likely forced border 

guards, Frontex, and others operating at the borders to follow international (maritime and 

asylum) law. This phenomenon of volunteers acting as watchdogs is likely not confined to 

Greece or the EU. This exploration offers a new lens through which to analyze the myriad 

informal civil society actions throughout Europe and beyond. Not only do these actions 

challenge sovereignty, but they also confront long-held power asymmetries in which 

government actors are assumed to wield the majority of the power to decide who is included 

and excluded into the polity. 

 In all of the chapters I show how, for border crossers, Greece was a place of severe 

pain, uncertainty, and despair. There were multiple occasions that border crossers expressed 

the wish to have stayed in their home countries and faced death or whatever fate would have 

befallen them. Lives lived in camps were dismal: most camps had rules that prohibited border 

crossers from cooking for themselves; there were hours-long line-ups for food, showers, 

healthcare centers, and bureaucratic procedures; and they were overall unhygienic and 

dangerous. I argue that the precarious living conditions in Greece actually inscribed 

vulnerabilities onto border crossers’ bodies and minds, whether or not these vulnerabilities 

were recognized by state actors and NGOs. That these vulnerabilities then had to be on 

display so that border crossers could attain certain amenities furthered their subjugation and 

created division between border crossers, as they struggled to show how their vulnerability 

was more severe than another’s. 
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 Informal volunteers fought for border crossers in various ways. They were embedded 

in the humanitarian arena, but contested many of the hegemonic forms of aid offered. Their 

approach to aid was generally that of solidarity rather than of humanitarianism; it was 

unconditional hospitality as opposed to conditional—that is, hostile—hospitality; and it 

aimed to be egalitarian rather than hierarchical. In practice, informal volunteers were unable 

to fulfill all these principles all the time, and their struggles within the bureaucratized systems 

are laid bare in this thesis. I show that volunteers often conceptualized the state as a 

monolithic entity engaged in violence and saw large organizations as handmaidens to the 

state’s actions. State actors also framed informal volunteers in a negative light. This, among 

other discursive framings, seemed to exacerbate tensions and fuel more exclusion to the 

detriment of border crossers. 

 Throughout the thesis I try to conceptualize the work of informal volunteers as a 

potential “site of sovereign power” (Tickin 2006, 44). Through their often subversive forms 

of humanitarianism, informal volunteers became gatekeepers to Greece—and the EU. They 

challenged power asymmetries between government, aid organizations, and ordinary citizens, 

proving that ordinary citizens can leverage discretionary power to aid border crossers to 

attain entitlements and rights. The informal volunteers who made up this research are a prime 

example of subversive collective action and they lay the groundwork for a future in which 

solidarity and equality are aspired to, valued, and worked toward. 
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SAMENVATTING 

Griekenland wordt algemeen beschouwd als de “drempel naar Europa” vanuit het Midden-

Oosten. In 2015 vormde het land een doorgang voor bijna een miljoen grensovergangers, een 

categorisering die onder meer asielzoekers, vluchtelingen en ongedocumenteerde migranten 

omvat die overwegend conflict, vervolging, economische instabiliteit en geweld ontvluchten. 

Het afbakenen van bepaalde plekken op de route naar West-Europa en de verwezenlijking 

van de in 2016 overeengekomen EU-Turkije Verklaring zorgden ervoor dat grensovergangers 

vast kwamen te zitten in Griekenland. Eerder konden zij nog westwaarts reizen, met 

voornaamste bestemmingen Duitsland en Engeland (Zaragoza-Cristiani 2017; Oikonomakis 

2018). Vastgezeten in Griekenland, hadden zij behoefte aan juridische en medische hulp, 

onderdak en verscheidene (levens) middelen en diensten. Lokale initiatieven die waren 

opgericht tijdens de economische crisis van 2008 en de daaruit voortvloeiende 

bezuinigingscrisis in 2011, toonden nu solidariteit aan gestrande reizigers en boden diverse 

diensten aan ter ondersteuning van deze groep. Lokale en internationale hulporganisaties 

boden specialistische zorg en ondersteuning, terwijl de Griekse overheidsorganisaties te hulp 

schoten met specifieke zaken, zoals huisvesting. Tenslotte arriveerden burger vrijwilligers uit 

andere Europese landen om te helpen met de distributie van middelen en dienstverlening.   

In 2017 begon ik met veldwerk in Athene en Lesbos met de intentie het humanitaire 

veld in al haar diversiteit te onderzoeken. Ik wilde begrijpen hoe het leven van 

grensovergangers werd getroffen door beleidsvoering en optreden van de overheid en 

Europese Unie (EU), maar ook van zorgverleners. Ik ben begonnen met vrijwilligerswerk bij 

een informele organisatie gespecialiseerd in juridische hulpverlening in Athene die 

voornamelijk bestond uit internationale vrijwilligers. Ik vernam dat het veld van 

hulpverleners geen samenhangend systeem vormde welke een gezamenlijk doel nastreefde, 

namelijk, het bijstaan van grensovergangers. Echter, ik zag hoe uiteenlopende motieven en 

loyaliteiten verschillende en verdeelde groepen creëerden die grensovergangers op diverse en 

soms tegenstrijdige wijzen probeerden bij te staan. Met name merkte ik op hoe burger 

vrijwilligers pleitten voor de rechten van grensovergangers, en dit doorgaans deden in strijd 

met het asielregime, een beleid dat precaire posities en gezondheidsproblemen van 

grensovergangers in de hand leek te werken.  

 

Mijn onderzoeksvraag luidt: hoe vormt de relatie tussen burger vrijwilligers en de door de 

staat gesanctioneerde instellingen het hulpverleningsveld, en wat is haar invloed op het 

traject van grensovergangers? In het beantwoorden van deze vraag heb ik tijdens de periode 
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2017-2018 tien maanden kwalitatief etnografisch veldwerk uitgevoerd in Athene en op 

Lesbos met personen in de hulpverlening en betrokken in beleidswerk. Om het humanitaire 

landschap in al haar complexiteit te bestudeerden was een methodologie nodig die meerdere 

perspectieven toestond om het zo te kunnen “bestuderen van boven naar beneden en 

zijwaarts” (Nader 2008). Zodoende onderzocht ik een wijd spectrum van betrokkenen die ik 

heb onderverdeeld in drie groepen: burger vrijwilligers, hulpverleners, en 

overheidsmedewerkers. Naast interviews heb ik talloze informele gesprekken gevoerd met 

betrokkenen, ik heb participerend geobserveerd en juridische documenten, beleidsvoering en 

informatieve pamfletten geanalyseerd die gedistribueerd werden door NGOs en organisaties 

in het veld. Ik heb tijd doorgebracht in kampen, juridische en medische NGOs, ziekenhuizen, 

veldkeukens en informele organisaties die verschillende diensten aanboden, waaronder het 

verschaffen van huisvesting, educatieve- en beroepscursussen, juridische hulp en distributie 

van middelen. Door systematisch een trans disciplinaire methodologie toe te passen, 

waaronder het incorporeren van suggesties van informanten om mijn vraag- en doelstelling 

aan te scherpen, ben ik meer gaan focussen op burger vrijwilligers en specifieke aspecten van 

hun interactie met grensovergangers, hulpverleners en overheidsmedewerkers. Mijn eigen 

ervaring als vrijwilliger hielp mij inzicht te krijgen in de voornaamste thema’s; in Athene 

werkte ik op vrijwillige basis in een juridisch hulpverleners team, en op Lesbos werkte ik 

zowel in een kamp voor kwetsbare grensovergangers als met de grensbewaking en noodhulp.  

 

Om een beter beeld te krijgen van de complexiteit van dit onderzoek, licht ik een aantal 

termen toe en leg ik de voornaamste beleidsregels uit die de bewegingsvrijheid van 

grensovergangers beperken en controleren. Ik heb ervoor gekozen mijn groep informanten 

“informele burger vrijwilligers” te noemen, in navolging van Castañeda’s “acts of 

citizenship” (2013) en Fechter en Schwittay’s “burgerhulp” (2019). Castañeda verklaart dat 

“burgers blijk geven van saamhorigheid met migranten buiten de grenzen van hun politieke 

gemeenschap” wanneer zij van mening verschillen met de overheid over het bieden van hulp 

aan niet-burgers (2013, 228). Dit geeft het voornaamste kenmerk weer van “burgerhulp” 

(Fechter en Schwittay 2019), waar burgers begunstigden ondersteunen buiten NGO en 

staatsorganisaties om; persoonlijke keuzevrijheid en persoonlijke ethische besluitvorming 

zijn de belangrijkste kenmerken in dit type onofficiële hulpverlening.  

Ik beschouw alle mensen die Griekenland zijn binnengekomen via alternatieve routes, 

zoals de landsgrenzen of de zee, of het land zijn binnengekomen met valse papieren, als 
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“grensovergangers”, om zo eventuele oordelen te voorkomen die gepaard kunnen gaan met 

uitdrukkingen als “vluchteling” of “economische migrant”.  

In de introductie leg ik de voornaamste aspecten van het asielsysteem in Griekenland 

uit. Ik introduceer de definitie van “vluchteling” zoals gedefinieerd in de Vluchtelingen 

Conventie door de UNHCR in 1951. Deze definitie is van belang vanwege haar uitoefening 

op grensovergangers en hoe zij het asielbeleid ervaren; zij worden geacht bewijzen aan te 

leveren aan de Griekse Asiel Service (GAS)—een Griekse overheidsinstantie belast met de 

besluitvorming over asielaanvragen—opdat zij in aanmerking komen voor asiel op basis van 

“een gegronde angst om vervolgd te worden om redenen gebaseerd op herkomst, religie, 

nationaliteit, behoren tot een bepaalde sociale groep of politieke opinie.”27 Hoewel een 

grensoverganger extreme economische onzekerheid of geweld heeft kunnen ervaren, is dit 

niet automatisch een acceptabele reden om asiel aan te vragen volgens het huidige systeem.  

 Het tweede kernbeleid dat alle aspecten van dit humanitaire veld doordringt is de EU-

Turkije Verklaring van 2016.  Het verplicht alle asielzoekers wiens asielverzoek is afgewezen 

terug te keren naar Turkije, met gevolg dat het aantal asielzoekers in Griekenland dramatisch 

afneemt. Als gevolg van dit beleid heeft Griekenland de “eilandbeperking” ingevoerd, waar 

grensovergangers gelimiteerde bewegingsvrijheid ervaren en niet in staat zijn te reizen buiten 

het eiland waar zij zijn aangekomen. Zij moeten daardoor op Lesbos verblijven tot hun 

asielaanvaarding of asielafwijzing en deportatie. Naarmate meer grensovergangers op Lesbos 

arriveerden, en maar weinigen het eiland mochten verlaten, ontstond er een situatie waar 

kampen overbevolkt raakten en mentale instabiliteit en zelfverwonding aanzienlijk toenamen 

(MSF 2017, 2019). Om de toenemende spanning te temperen, begon de regering met het 

categoriseren van grensovergangers aan de hand van de mate van kwetsbaarheid, waarbij 

slechts de meest kwetsbaren naar het vastenland werden getransporteerd.  

Dit proefschrift zet twee hoofdthema’s uiteen: de eerste is insluiting en uitsluiting. Ik 

laat zien hoe grensovergangers insluiting ofwel uitsluiting ervaren in het asielsysteem, 

accommodatie mogelijkheden en de kampen, door geconstrueerde categorieën van 

vluchtelingen en mate van kwetsbaarheid, en breder genomen, door de Griekse staat en de 

EU. Vrijwilligers zijn ingebed in dit systeem van insluiting en uitsluiting wanneer zij hun 

keuzevrijheid inzetten om grensovergangers te accepteren die de staat wil uitsluiten (zoals 

ongedocumenteerde migranten, zij die niet als kwetsbaar worden beschouwd, of 

 
27 Conventie en Protocol aangaande de Status van Vluchtelingen. UNHCR. Tekst uit de Conventie aangaande de 

Status van Vluchtelingen van 1951. Tekst uit Protocol aangaande de Status van Vluchtelingen. Resolutie 2198 

(XXI) aangenomen door de United Nations General Assembly. https://www.unhcr.org/3b66c2aa10. 
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grensovergangers die gedeporteerd worden). Echter, vrijwilligers werden actief 

buitengesloten in de hulpverlening van bepaalde door de overheid gesanctioneerde diensten 

zoals huisvesting en noodhulp en konden in de problemen komen wanneer zij een rol 

probeerden te spelen in hulpprogramma’s vanuit de overheid. In navolging van Hilhorst en 

Jansen (2010), conceptualiseer ik de grensregio als “humanitaire arena” waar verschillende 

hulpverlenende organisaties en partijen concurreren. In deze arena heeft de Griekse staat een 

vorm van “vijandige gastvrijheid” (Derrida 1999) aangewend jegens grensovergangers, die in 

de Foucaultiaanse zin zowel zorgzaam als controlerend werkte, zowel insluitend als 

uitsluitend. De staat heeft zich gastvrij—insluitend— opgesteld door grensovergangers toe te 

staan om binnen te komen, zich te registreren en hen basisbehoeften toe te delen. Echter, de 

staat is tegelijkertijd vijandig—uitsluitend—op de manier waarop het de grenzen 

controleerde, en in wezen asielzoekers overliet aan Turkije. 

 

Ik stel dat burger vrijwilligers moeite hadden zich aan hun eigen ethische principes te 

behouden binnen bestuur regimes die mensen categoriseerden op manieren die niet strookten 

met hun eigen moreel gedachtegoed. Over het algemeen was dit gedachtegoed tweeledig: ten 

eerste, zij die vluchten van economische en politieke onzekerheid zouden moeten worden 

toegelaten tot de EU (en verder); en ten tweede, het asielbeleid is onrechtvaardig en zou 

moeten worden ondermijnd. Dit gedachtegoed spoorde vrijwilligers aan om hun posities als 

goed opgeleide burgers, veelal Europeanen, te gebruiken om grensovergangers te helpen 

middelen te bemachtigen die anders buiten hun bereik zouden liggen en te ondersteunen in 

het krijgen van eerlijke en rechtmatige behandeling van GAS.  

Ik laat zien hoe vrijwilligers grensovergangers helpen in het verkrijgen van de 

gewilde status van “vluchteling” of “kwetsbaar persoon” door hulp te bieden met juridische 

zaken en belangenbehartiging. Vrijwilligers in het juridische team in Athene hielpen 

bijvoorbeeld met het accentueren van episodes in de persoonlijke geschiedenis van 

grensovergangers die gunstig zouden kunnen zijn in het verkrijgen van de vluchtelingenstatus 

en uiteindelijk asiel. Ook hielpen zij met het verkrijgen van wat ik “kwetsbaarheids 

documenten” noem, documentatie ter bewijs van lichamelijke of geestelijke 

gezondheidsproblemen. Deze documenten konden grensovergangers helpen om van Lesbos 

naar het Regionaal Asiel Centrum in Athene te worden overgedragen, waar voornamelijk 

personen met een kwetsbaarheidsstatus worden opgenomen. Ik laat in dit proefschrift 

herhaaldelijk zien hoe gewone burgers (vrijwilligers), grotendeels zonder politiek kapitaal, 
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impact hebben op de levens van grensovergangers en hierbij de bureaucratie ondermijnen en 

de staatsoevereiniteit betwisten.  

 

Een tweede thema dat als rode draad door dit proefschrift loopt is het verdeelde en 

dubbelzinnige ethische landschap. Een veelgehoorde verklaring voor de aanwezigheid van 

burger vrijwilligers op bepaalde posities was dat zij behoeftes vervulden die werden 

nagelaten door de Griekse staat en grote humanitaire organisaties. Het ontbreken van 

bepaalde zorg resulteerde in enorme aantallen grensovergangers in precaire 

leefomstandigheden. Duizenden waren dakloos, voor anderen ontbraken juridische en 

medische hulp, en voor de meesten was er een tekort aan middelen voor een gegoede 

levensstijl. Burger vrijwilligers meenden dat deze tekorten hen forceerden om in te grijpen, 

ongeacht hun capaciteiten of middelen om het systeem te navigeren. Vrijwilligers voelden 

bijvoorbeeld vaak de behoefte intieme vormen van solidariteit aan te bieden, zoals het 

uitwisselen van telefoonnummers, spontane bijeenkomsten te organiseren ongeacht het uur 

om te helpen bij serieuze omstandigheden, en het ontvangen van grensovergangers in hun 

eigen appartementen. In het laatste geval werden vrijwilligers voor de keuze gezet om 

grensovergangers op straat te laten slapen, wetende dat zij geen onmiddellijke hulp zouden 

ontvangen van overheids- of humanitaire organisaties, of om hen persoonlijk te hosten, wat 

risico’s voor beide partijen met zich mee brengt. Ik beargumenteer dat de ambiguïteit die 

vrijwilligers ervaarden lag in de informele setting waarin hulp werd geboden; enerzijds 

betekende deze informaliteit dat zij haast onmiddellijk konden handelen, in tegenstelling tot 

overheids- en grote organisaties. Anderzijds kon een informele aanpak hen in lastige situaties 

brengen, bijvoorbeeld wanneer de consequenties om grensovergangers niet in huis te nemen 

waren om hen op straat te laten staan, bloot te stellen aan geweld of aan lange wachttijden 

voor georganiseerde hulp.  

 Vervolgens onderzoek ik hoe de criminalisering van vrijwilligers onlosmakelijk 

verbonden is aan opvattingen van soevereiniteit; vrijwilligers die zich gastvrij opstelde ten 

opzichte van grensovergangers belemmerden vormen van vijandige gastvrijheid en omdat de 

meerderheid van vrijwilligers niet uit Griekenland kwam, werden de definities van “gast” en 

“gastheer” vertroebeld. Vrijwilligers die opkwamen voor migranten of relaties met hen 

aangingen werden in een kwaad daglicht gesteld, en migranten werden op hun beurt in 

toenemende mate gecategoriseerd als delinquenten. Ik laat bijvoorbeeld zien hoe vrijwilligers 

werkzaam aan de grens bij de noodhulp melding maken van gevallen van refoulement naar 

Turkije. In alle waarschijnlijkheid dwong de aanwezigheid van vrijwilligers grensbewakers, 
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Frontex, en andere grenswerk organisaties, om internationale (maritieme en juridische) 

wetten te volgen. Het fenomeen van vrijwilligers die optreden als handhavers is zeer 

waarschijnlijk niet beperkt tot Griekenland of de EU. Deze invalshoek biedt een nieuwe lens 

waarmee de rol van burgers kan worden onderzocht in Europa en daarbuiten. Dit fenomeen 

trekt niet alleen de soevereine staat in twijfel, maar het legt ook langdurige scheve 

machtsverhoudingen bloot, waar er wordt aangenomen dat de staat de meerderheid van de 

macht in handen heeft en beslist wie in- en uitgesloten wordt.  

 In alle hoofdstukken laat ik zien hoe Griekenland een plek van extreme pijn, 

onzekerheid en wanhoop was voor grensovergangers. Op meerdere gelegenheden lieten 

grensovergangers weten dat zij wensten dat zij in hun thuisland waren gebleven, en het lot 

hadden ondergaan wat hen daar te wachten stond. Het leven in de kampen was somber: de 

meeste kampen hadden regels die grensovergangers verboden om voor zichzelf te koken; er 

waren urenlange rijen voor voedsel, douches, medische zorg en bureaucratische procedures; 

en de kampen waren over het algemeen onhygiënisch en gevaarlijk. Ik beargumenteer dat de 

precaire leef condities wezenlijke littekens achterlieten op lichaam en geest, of deze nou wel 

of niet werden erkent als kwetsbaarheden door autoriteiten. Dat deze kwetsbaarheden 

publiekelijk moesten worden blootgegeven om bepaalde voorzieningen te bemachtigen 

bevorderde verdere onderwerping en creëerde verdeeldheid onder grensovergangers in hun 

poging te laten zien hoe zij meer kwetsbaar zouden zijn dan anderen.  

 

Burger vrijwilligers vochten op verschillende manieren voor grensovergangers. Zij waren 

actief in het humanitaire veld, maar betwistten hegemonische manieren van hulpverlening. 

Hun aanpak in hulpverlenen lag over het algemeen meer in het bieden van solidariteit dan 

humanitarisme; het was onvoorwaardelijke gastvrijheid in plaats van voorwaardelijk—of, 

vijandige—gastvrijheid; en het had als doel gelijkheid in tegenstelling tot hiërarchie. In de 

praktijk bleek dat vrijwilligers moeite hadden al deze principes toe te passen, en dit 

proefschrift laat hun worsteling met bureaucratische systemen zien. Vrijwilligers zagen de 

staat vaak als monolithische entiteit die betrokken is in geweld, en grote organisaties werden 

gezien als handlangers van de overheid. Op hun beurt zetten overheidsmedewerkers 

vrijwilligers met regelmaat in een kwaad daglicht. Deze dynamieken verhoogden spanningen 

en bevorderden uitsluiting, vaak ten nadele van grensovergangers. 

 In dit proefschrift probeer ik het werk van burger vrijwilligers te conceptualiseren als 

potentiele “plek van soevereine macht” (Ticktin 2006, 44). Door hun ondermijnende vormen 

van humanitaire hulp waren vrijwilligers vaak actief als poortwachter naar Griekenland—en 
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de EU. Gewone burgers oefenden hun invloed uit om grensovergangers te helpen bepaalde 

middelen te bemachtigen en lieten daarbij de scheve machtsverhoudingen zien tussen de 

staat, hulporganisaties en burgers. De vrijwilligers in dit onderzoek vormen een voorbeeld bij 

uitstek hoe een collectieve subversieve beweging de fundatie kan leggen voor een toekomst 

waarin men streeft naar solidariteit en gelijkheid en tracht deze waarden in stand te houden.  

 

  

 

 

  



This thesis explores the relationship between international informal volunteers, aid workers, and government 
actors engaging with border crossers in Greece. It sheds light on the failings of large organizations and 
government bodies, whose bureaucratic structures are slow to respond to border crosser’s needs and which 
largely follow an exclusionary asylum regime that implements a hierarchy of deservingness. The ethnographic 
research and analysis exposes tensions within the humanitarian landscape of Greece; it also shows that there is 
space for informal volunteers to enact solidarity and new forms of humanitarianism that subvert state-sanctioned 
aid and challenge the status quo of the border regime. This research also contributes to new ways of engaging 
with cross-sector collaborations; importantly, it highlights that actors in the informal sector in Greece are major 
players in providing aid, advocating for rights, and bearing witness to human rights abuses and unlawful 
treatment of border crossers.  


