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Even if there is only one possible unifi ed theory [of everything], it is just a set of rules and 
equations. What is it that breathes fi re into the equations and makes a universe for them to 
describe? 
Stephen Hawking, ‘A Brief History Of Time’



Curriculum vitae

153

Curriculum Vitae

Erwin Alexander Boutsma was born on
1 November in 1976 in Zaandam (Zaanstad), 
the Netherlands. In 1989 he went to Blaise 
Pascal College in Zaandam for six years, after 
which he received his athenaeum diploma. In 
1995 he started a Master’s study in biology 
at the Free University (VU) in Amsterdam. 
After one year, he chose medical biology 
with an emphasis on genetics as his Master’s 
thesis. His fi rst internship was concluded in 
1997 at the Free University Medical Center, 
in the department of clinical genetics and 
antropogenetics, in the research group 
of prof.dr. Hans Joenje. Supervised by dr. 
Quinten Waisfi sz, he worked on the genetic 
characteristics of FANCA and FANCC, genes 
involved in Fanconi Anemia, a rare hereditary 
DNA repair disorder. This internship was 
followed by a second internship in 1997/1998, 
which took place at the editorial offi ce of 
Technisch Weekblad, a weekly newspaper for 
professionals in engineering and technology. 

Supervised by chief editor Wilbert van der 
Heijden, he worked as an editor in popular 
science writing. Shortly after that, on the 16th 
of September in 1999, he graduated from 
the Free University and received his Master’s 
degree. For six months, he worked as a 
freelance journalist and popular science writer. 
On the 3rd of March in 2000, het started his PhD 
research at the Netherlands Cancer Institute 
(NKI) in Amsterdam, in the group of prof.dr. 
Maarten van Lohuizen. Subject of his research 
was the characterization of Polycomb group 
gene Ring1b/Rnf2, using a new conditional 
knockout mouse model. His work on Ring1b 
is described in this thesis. On the 4th of March 
2006 he started a job as editor of Technisch 
Weekblad, now part of Bèta Publishers, a 
publishing company specialized in popular 
science and technology magazines. During 
the fi rst two years at Technisch Weekblad, he 
fi nished his thesis. Currently, he is assistant 
chief editor at Technisch Weekblad.




