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On our planet, all objects are subject to continual and inevitable changes which 
arise from the essential order of things. These changes take place at a variable 

rate according to the nature, condition, or situation of the objects involved, 
but are nevertheless accomplished within a certain period of time. Time is 

insignificant and never a difficulty for Nature. It is always at her disposal and 
represents an unlimited power with which she accomplishes her greatest and 

smallest tasks. 

Jean Baptiste Lamarck
Hydrogéologie (1802), trans. A. V. Carozzi (1964) 


