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Tomasz Rygiel was born on 19th of October 1978 in Jasło, Poland. From 1992 to 1997 he 

attended the Mikołaj Kopernik High School in Krosno. In 1996 and 1997, he took part in 

the National Biology Olympiad and in 1997 he was laureate of the XXVI National Biology 

Olympiad. In 1997, he started his studies at the Faculty of Biology at the Warsaw Univer-

sity. As a student he was a member of Molecular Biology Students Association and the 

Field Biology Students Association. He was engaged in the organization of scientific work-

shop during the Warsaw Science Festival in 2000 and 2001. In 2001, he also organized the 

IX OAK – International Workshop in the Scientific Presentation in Murzynowo. In 2002, 

thanks to the  Erasmus Student Exchange Program, he conducted a 5-month research 

project at the University of Amsterdam at the Swammerdam Institute for Life Sciences. 

Under the supervision of Dr. Hans van der Spek he was involved in research concerning 

the structure of yeast mitochondrial chaperons Phb1 and Phb2. The same year he gradu-

ated at the Warsaw University with specialization in molecular biology. In December 2002, 

he started his graduate research project at the Division of Cell Biology in the Netherlands 

Cancer Institute. Under the supervision of Dr. J. G. Collard and Prof. Dr. A. J. M. Berns he 

conducted research focused on the role of the Rac1-activator Tiam1 in the regulation of 

cell signaling and in tumor onset and progression. In 2007, he joined the group of Prof. 

Dr. Linde Meyaard at the Department of Immunology at University Medical Center Utrecht, 

for his postdoctoral research. His current research is focused on the immune-regulation 

during anti-viral and anti-tumor immunological responses.  




