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Walter Gerhardus de Vries was born in Emmen on August 1, 1974 and was raised 
in Drenthe near the eastern border of the Netherlands. Here Walter developed his 
passion for Metal music and under his alias Steakelhorn Walter made a significant 
musical career as front man of a successful metal band. 
 
His scientific career was not on the back burner. After graduating from secondary 
school in 1997, he obtained his Bachelor of Science degree at the Groningen 
Hanzehogeschool in 2000, with a specialization in Plant Biotechnology. During 
his study Walter spent a nine month internship as a graduate student at the 
Novartis Agribusiness Biotechnology Research Institute at Raleigh, North 
Carolina USA.  
 
After his graduation Walter joined Syngenta-MOGEN in Leiden, the Netherlands 
as a technician involved in research projects aimed at the development of broad-
spectrum disease resistant crops. Immediately after the collapse of Plant 
Biotechnology research in Europe in 2002 Walter joined Viruvation B.V., a start-
up Biotechnology company in Leiden, developing RNA silencing-associated 
technologies. As a senior technician Walter was responsible for setting up a 
molecular and cell biology laboratory and for the R&D project aimed at inhibiting 
HIV-1 replication using RNA silencing. This project was a collaboration project 
between Viruvation B.V. and the University of Amsterdam. 
 
The majority of scientists start their careers in an academic setting and make the 
switch to industry at a later stage. Walter did it the other way round. During the 
running time of the project in January 2005 Walter moved to the University of 
Amsterdam where he studied the interaction between viruses (HIV-1 in particular) 
and the cellular RNA silencing machinery as a PhD student. He was one of the 
first who provided evidence that RNA silencing limits the replication of 
mammalian viruses, including, HIV-1 and that mammalian viruses counteract by 
coding for RNA silencing suppressors in order to overcome this highly effective 
innate antiviral mechanism. Walter's work described in this thesis not only 
provides an excellent overview of the latest insights into virus-host cell 
interactions, but also shows us where faith and perseverance can lead to in science. 
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