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Curriculum Vitæ

The winds and waves are always
on the side of the ablest navigators.

Edward Gibbon

I was born January 23rd 1978 in Amatitlán, a town near Nueva Guatemala de la Asunción
(Guatemala City). I attended primary school and part of my high school in the San Sebastián
school and the last years of my high school were done in a technical institute named Frederick
Taylor. I studied a Licenciatura en Fı́sica (the Spanish equivalent to a BS in physics) at the
National University of San Carlos in Guatemala (USAC). In 2000 I won the scholarship
Teaching for Astronomy Development from the Commission 46 of the IAU in order to spend
one and a half semesters doing the research for my BS thesis at the Institute of Astronomy
of the National Autonomous University of Mexico-UNAM about variability on T-Tauri stars
under supervision of A. Arellano. Back in Guatemala in June 2002, I defended my thesis
and in July of the same year I was back in Mexico starting my masters in astronomy, after
earning a scholarship from the UNAM. I finished my masters in April 2005 with a thesis
about stability of thick accretion discs around compact objects with W.H. Lee as supervisor.
After UNAM I had the opportunity to visit the Institute for Advanced Studies in Princeton
New Jersey, where I undertook a short project on gamma–ray bursts from late July to early
October 2005 with E. Ramı́rez-Ruiz. At the end of October 2005, I came to the University of
Amsterdam (UvA) to start my PhD in astronomy on the subject of pulsar searches with B.W.
Stappers as supervisor. The results of the projects of research in which I have collaborated
have been published in different international journals such as Monthly Notices of the Royal
Astronomical Society and Astronomy & Astrophysics, and have also been presented during
conferences and meetings held in Central America, Czech Republic, Germany, Mexico, The
Netherlands, Thailand and the USA. I enjoy doing outreach activities with amateurs and the
general public and I contribute with a section about astronomy monthly in the Guatemalan
newspaper Siglo XXI.




