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Curriculum vitae

Niels Smit (Zwolle, 1978) received his high school education at the Gymnasium
Celeanum, where he developed an early interest in the systematic properties of
language through his training in Latin, Greek, German, French and English. In
1997, he came to the University of Amsterdam as a student of Italian linguistics and
Dutch Law, but switched to General Linguistics in his second year. Niels received
a broad training in all aspects of the linguistics discipline, but concentrated on the
things that interested him most: linguistic theory and cross-linguistic variation.

In 2002, he graduated cum laude on a cross-linguistic comparison of category-
changing derivation and its implications for the dynamization of Hengeveld’s
(1992) parts-of-speech theory. A year later, he obtained his MPhil degree at the
same university with a thesis that explored multi-level interactions in Functional
Discourse Grammar and the possible explanations these provide for the cross-
linguistic distribution of Noun Incorporation. Both theses were published as
academic papers.

After a short period as an editorial assistant at Elsevier Science publishers,
Niels was offered a position in Enoch Aboh’s research project Typology of Focus
and Topic in 2004. During his appointment, he has published several articles, co-
taught two courses at the MA level, given numerous presentations at (inter)national
conferences, and overseen the construction of a database to share project results
with the linguistic community at large. Niels was a member of the faculty works
council, where he chaired the audit and research committees.


