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Karolina Kozaczynska was born in 1980 in Mazury in a small town called 
Mragowo, and raised in Krakow, Poland. In 2004 she graduated from the 
Jagiellonian university in cracow where she was awarded the title of Master 
Degree in the Department of Microbiology, headed by prof. Jan potempa 
whose major research interests include bacterial proteinases from Porphy-
romonas gingivalis and staphylococcus aureus. 

as an undergraduate student she participated in the socrates erasmus 
program in which she broadened her laboratory experience in the Depart-
ment of clinical chemistry and clinical Biochemistry in ludwig-Maximil-
ians-university in Munich under supervision of Dorit K. nägler. the main 
subject, which Karolina was working on for six months, was cloning, ex-
pressing and characterizing the cathepsin l protein. 

in september 2004, she moved to the netherlands, where she contin-
ued her science career as a phD researcher at the Department of Medical 
Microbiology, centre for infection and immunity amsterdam (ciniMa), at 
the academic Medical centre of the university of amsterdam, headed by 
Prof. Ben Berkhout. Under supervision of Tonja van der Kuyl and Marion 
Cornelissen, she worked for four years on HIV-superinfection. This PhD re-
search, which is the subject of her thesis, was completed in August 2008. 
part of the experiments were performed in the Department of Microbiology 
at the Institute of Tropical Medicine in Antwerp, where Karolina was kindly 
invited by prof. Guido Vanham and Kevin ariën, to stay for a few months 
during her phD. 

she is co-author of several articles concerning HiV-1 superinfection in 
prestigious journals such as New England Journal of Medicine. Karolina 
also participated in several well-known HIV conferences and symposia in 
Mexico, canada and the netherlands. 

Since April 2009 Karolina is working at Prosensa, a company in Leiden, 
whose main focus is a genetic therapy aimed at restoring the reading frame 
in muscle cells from Duchenne Muscular Disease patients.
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