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There was once a man, Harry, called the Steppenwolf. He went on two 

legs, wore clothes and was a human being. Nevertheless, he was really 

a wolf of the steppes. […] And so the Steppenwolf had two natures, a 

human and a wolfish one. This was his fate, and it may well be that it 

was not a very exceptional one. […].Harry finds in himself a ‘human 

being’, that is to say, a world of thoughts and feelings, of culture and 

tamed or sublimed nature, and besides this he finds within himself also 

a ‘wolf’, that is to say, a dark world of instinct, of savagery and cruelty, 

of unsublimated or raw nature. In him the man and the wolf did not go 

the same way together, they did not help each other, but were in 

continual and deadly enmity. 

 

       ̶ Hermann Hesse, The Steppenwolf  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


