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3. Parental Co-residence, 
Shared Living and Emerging 

Adulthood in Europe  

Abstract
Transitions to adulthood not only represent a key period for individual development 
CVU� BMTP� DPOUSJCVUF� UP� QSPDFTTFT� PG� TPDJBM� TUSBUJ¾DBUJPO�� (SPXJOH� FWJEFODF� IBT�
pointed to increased complexity, postponement and individualisation in transition 
EZOBNJDT��1SFWJPVT�SFTFBSDI�IBT�GPDVTFE�PO�USFOET�JO�TDIPPM�UP�XPSL�USBOTJUJPOT�
BOE�GBNJMZ�GPSNBUJPO���IPXFWFS
�UIF�DFOUSBM�SPMF�PG�IPVTJOH�SFQSFTFOUT�BO�JOUFSSFMBUFE�
QSPDFTT�UIBU�JT�MFTT�VOEFSTUPPE��"T�QBUIXBZT�UP�BEVMUIPPE�IBWF�EJWFSTJ¾FE
�NBOZ�
ZPVOH� QFPQMF� FYQFSJFODF� QBSUJBM� JOEFQFOEFODF� JO� POF� TQIFSF� XIJMF� DPOUJOVFE�
EFQFOEFODF� JO� PUIFST�� 4FNJ�EFQFOEFOU� IPVTJOH
� FJUIFS� UISPVHI� QBSFOUBM� DP�
SFTJEFODF�PS�TIBSFE�MJWJOH
�DBO�CF�BO�JNQPSUBOU�DPQJOH�NFDIBOJTN��6TJOH�UIF�&6�
4*-$�EBUBTFU
� UIF� SFTFBSDI� JOWFTUJHBUFT� UIF� SPMF� UIBU� TFNJ�EFQFOEFOU� MJWJOH�QMBZT�
XJUIJO� FNFSHJOH� BEVMUIPPE� BDSPTT� WBSJFE�&VSPQFBO� DPOUFYUT�� 5IF� EBUB� TVHHFTUT�
UIBU� UIF� FYUFOU� BOE� UZQF� PG� TFNJ�EFQFOEFOU� IPVTJOH� WBSJFT� TVCTUBOUJBMMZ� BDSPTT�
&6���DPVOUSJFT��5IF�¾OEJOHT�JOEJDBUF�UIBU�MFWFMT�PG�IPVTJOH�JOEFQFOEFODF�DBO�CF�
QBSUMZ�FYQMBJOFE�CZ�XFMGBSF�SFHJNF�DPOUFYU�XIJMF� UIF�QSPQFOTJUZ�GPS�TIBSFE�MJWJOH�
BQQFBST�DPSSFMBUFE�XJUI�BGGPSEBCJMJUZ�JO�UIF�SFOUBM�NBSLFU���"MUIPVHI�TPDJP�DVMUVSBM�
and economic trends play an important and interrelated role, the study argues that 
IPVTJOH�EZOBNJDT�PG� ZPVOH� BEVMUIPPE� BOE� UIF� SPMF� PG� TFNJ�EFQFOEFOU� MJWJOH� JT�
GVOEBNFOUBMMZ�TIBQFE�CZ�UIF�DPOUFYU�PG�UIF�IPVTJOH�TZTUFN�BOE�XFMGBSF�SFHJNF��

Published as: 
"SVOEFM
�3�
���3POBME
�3��	����
��1BSFOUBM�DP�SFTJEFODF
�TIBSFE�MJWJOH�BOE�FNFSHJOH�
BEVMUIPPE�JO�&VSPQF��TFNJ�EFQFOEFOU�IPVTJOH�BDSPTT�XFMGBSF�SFHJNF�BOE�IPVTJOH�
system contexts.�+PVSOBM�PG�:PVUI�4UVEJFT
���	�

���������
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3.1 Introduction 

5SBOTJUJPO�UP�BEVMUIPPE�JT�CZ�OP�NFBOT�B�DMFBS�DVU�QSPDFTT�BOE�DPNQSJTFT�WBSJFE�
sequences of institutionalised status passages from school completion, to 

labour market entry, to parental home leaving, to family formation and potential 

parenthood. It has been argued that the transition period to adulthood has become 

NPSF�FYUFOEFE�BOE�EJWFSTJ¾FE�JO�SFDFOU�EFDBEFT�	#VDINBOO�BOE�,SJFTJ�������"SOFUU�
����
��.VDI�SFTFBSDI�IBT�GPDVTFE�PO�DIBOHFT�JO�TDIPPM�UP�XPSL�USBOTJUJPOT�BOE�
FTQFDJBMMZ�GBNJMZ�GPSNBUJPO�QSPDFTTFT��)PXFWFS
�UIF�SPMF�PG�IPVTJOH�USBOTJUJPOT�JO�
the period of emerging adulthood represents a key interrelated process that remains 

less understood. Housing is an important consideration both in its impact on quality 

PG�MJGF�BT�XFMM�BT
�UISPVHI�QSPQFSUZ�JOWFTUNFOU
�QPUFOUJBM�GVUVSF�FDPOPNJD�TFDVSJUZ�
	%PMJOH�BOE�3POBME�����
��5IF�TJNQMF�´IPVTJOH�MBEEFSµ�NPEFM�QPTJUT�QSPHSFTTJWF�
TIJGUT�GSPN�IPNF�MFBWJOH�UP�SFOUBM�IPVTJOH
�UP�FWFOUVBM�IPNFPXOFSTIJQ�	#FFS�BOE�
'BVMLOFS�������,FOEJH
�1BSJT
�BOE�"OEFSUPO�����
��)PXFWFS
�JU�IBT�CFDPNF�DMFBS�
UIBU�IPVTJOH�USBOTJUJPOT�IBWF�BMTP�JODSFBTFE�JO�DPNQMFYJUZ�	$MBQIBN�����
��4UVEJFT�
IBWF�QPJOUFE�UP�IJHIFS�MFWFMT�PG�QBSFOUBM�DP�SFTJEFODF�BNPOH�ZPVOH�BEVMUT�UISPVHI�
FJUIFS�EFMBZFE�IPNF�MFBWJOH�PS�SFUVSOT�UP�UIF�OBUBM�IPNF�	"BTTWF
�$PUUJOJ
�BOE�7JUBMJ�
������4UPOF
�#FSSJOHUPO
�BOE�'BMLJOHIBN�����
��%FTUJOBUJPOT�BGUFS�IPNF�MFBWJOH�
IBWF�BMTP�EJWFSTJ¾FE�XJUI�FWJEFODF�PG� JODSFBTFT� JO�OPO�NBSJUBM�DPIBCJUBUJPO�BOE�
TIBSJOH� BSSBOHFNFOUT�XJUI�OPO�GBNJMZ�NFNCFST� 	.ZLZUB� BOE�.BDBSUOFZ� ����
��
4VDI�TUBUFT�PG�TFNJ�EFQFOEFODF�JO�IPVTJOH�SFQSFTFOU�BO�JODSFBTJOHMZ� JNQPSUBOU�
JOUFSNFEJBUF� TUBHF� XJUI� QBSUJBM� JOEFQFOEFODF� JO� POF� TQIFSF� XIJMF� DPOUJOVFE�
dependence in others. 

This paper sets out to examine the role of housing in this period of adulthood 

USBOTJUJPO�BOE�UIF�TQFDJ¾D�JNQPSUBODF�PG�́ JO�CFUXFFO�QIBTFTµ�PG�IPVTJOH�SFQSFTFOUFE�
CZ�TFNJ�EFQFOEFOU�MJWJOH
�FJUIFS�JO�QBSFOUBM�DP�SFTJEFODF�PS�TIBSFE�MJWJOH
�BDSPTT�
advanced economies. While separate literatures have attempted to understand 

EJWFSTJ¾DBUJPO� BOE� JODSFBTJOH� DPNQMFYJUZ� PG� BEVMUIPPE� USBOTJUJPOT� UISPVHI� UIF�
lenses of changing youth preferences and lifestyle choices (Arnett 1997; 2006) or 

UISPVHI�TUSVDUVSBM�DIBOHFT�PG�BO�JODSFBTJOHMZ�QSFDBSJPVT�BOE�VODFSUBJO�́ SJTL�TPDJFUZµ�
(Beck 1992; 2000; Giddens 1999), there has been little recognition of the extent that 

these dynamics manifest in the domain of housing, both in impacting housing 

USBKFDUPSJFT�PG�ZPVOH�BEVMUT
�BT�XFMM�BT�UIF�JOUFSSFMBUFE�OBUVSF�PG�IPVTJOH�XJUI�PUIFS�
JNQPSUBOU�USBOTJUJPO�NBSLFST�PG�BEVMUIPPE��$SVDJBMMZ
�IPVTJOH�USBOTJUJPOT�BSF�TFU�
XJUIJO� BOE� BHBJOTU� JNQPSUBOU� TUSVDUVSBM� BOE� DVMUVSBM� DPOUFYUT� UIBU� BGGFDU� ZPVOH�
adults’ housing constraints, opportunities and preferences. At the national level, 

UXP� JNQPSUBOU� DPOUFYUVBM� EJNFOTJPOT� DBO� CF� TFFO� UP� NFEJBUF� ZPVOH� QFPQMFµT�
JODSFBTJOHMZ�DPNQMFY�IPVTJOH�PVUDPNFT��UIF�XFMGBSF�SFHJNF�BOE�UIF�OBUVSF�PG�UIF�
housing system. Welfare regime theory has been one of the primary lenses used to 

VOEFSTUBOE�IPVTJOH�BOE�MJGF�DPVSTF�USBOTJUJPOT�BDSPTT�TPDJFUJFT��JOUFHSBUJOH�WBSJPVT�
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social dimensions including the intersection – or mix – of family, state and market. 
8IJMF�TQFDJ¾DJUJFT�PG� UIF�IPVTJOH�TZTUFN�°�BMCFJU�QSFTFOUJOH�TPNF�PWFSMBQ�XJUI�
XFMGBSF�SFHJNF�DMBTTJ¾DBUJPOT�°�QMBZ�B�GVSUIFS�LFZ�SPMF�JO�TIBQJOH�IPVTJOH�DBSFFST��

8IFSFBT�QSFWJPVT�TUVEJFT�IBWF�GPDVTFE�PO�UIF�64�PS�UIF�6,�	F�H��.ZLZUB�BOE�
.BDBSUOFZ�������4UPOF
�#FSSJOHUPO
�BOE�'BMLJOHIBN�������$BMWFSU�����

�&VSPQF�
presents a valuable setting for comparative research as countries exhibit substantial 
EJGGFSFOUJBUJPO�JO�DVMUVSBM
�IPVTJOH�BOE�XFMGBSF�DPOUFYUT��5ISPVHI�B�RVBOUJUBUJWF�
NBDSP� BOBMZTJT� PG� ��� &VSPQFBO� DPVOUSJFT� VTJOH� UIF� &6�4*-$� EBUBTFU
� PVS� TUVEZ�
FYBNJOFT�UP�XIBU�FYUFOU�TFNJ�EFQFOEFOU�IPVTJOH�	FJUIFS�QBSFOUBM�DP�SFTJEFODF�PS�
TIBSFE�MJWJOH
�QMBZT�B�SPMF�JO�UIF�QFSJPE�PG�BEVMUIPPE�USBOTJUJPO
�IPX�UIJT�EJGGFST�
BDSPTT�&VSPQF
�BOE�UP�XIBU�FYUFOU�XFMGBSF�SFHJNF�BOE�IPVTJOH�TZTUFN�GBDUPST�DBO�
FYQMBJO� DSPTT�DPVOUSZ� WBSJBUJPOT��5IF�QBQFS�CSJOHT� UPHFUIFS� GPVS� JNQPSUBOU� GPDJ�
that have been the subject of previous research but have not been clearly integrated 
in understanding housing trajectories of younger adults: 1) the increasing 
EJWFSTJ¾DBUJPO� BOE� DPNQMFYJUZ� PG� BEVMUIPPE� USBOTJUJPOT� �
� JOUFSNFEJBSZ�TFNJ�
EFQFOEFOU� IPVTJOH� BSSBOHFNFOUT� �
�XFMGBSF� SFHJNFT
� BOE� �
� IPVTJOH� TZTUFNT��
5ISPVHI� UIFTF� EJNFOTJPOT
� UIF� SFTFBSDI� FYQMPSFT� UIF� SPMF� PG� TFNJ�EFQFOEFOU�
IPVTJOH�XJUIJO�UIF�QSPDFTTFT�PG�JODSFBTJOHMZ�DPNQMFY�USBOTJUJPOT�UP�BEVMUIPPE�BOE�
IPX�UIJT�JT�DSVDJBMMZ�NFEJBUFE�CZ�UIF�XFMGBSF�SFHJNF�BOE�IPVTJOH�TZTUFN�DPOUFYU��
"MUIPVHI� TIPSUFS�UFSN� TPDJP�DVMUVSBM� BOE� FDPOPNJD� USFOET� IBWF� BO� JNQBDU
�XF�
BSHVF� UIBU� UIFTF� TJHOJ¾DBOU� JO�CFUXFFO� QIBTFT� JO� IPVTJOH� DBSFFST� BOE� UIF� SPMF�
PG�TFNJ�EFQFOEFOU�MJWJOH�JT�GVOEBNFOUBMMZ�TIBQFE�CZ�UIF�DPOUFYU�PG�UIF�IPVTJOH�
TZTUFN�BOE�XFMGBSF�SFHJNF�

3.2 Transitions to adulthood across Europe
The transition from youth to adulthood is often conceptualised as a series of status 
QBTTBHFT�BDSPTT�B�QFSJPE�DPOTJEFSFE� ´EFNPHSBQIJDBMMZ�EFOTFµ� 	#VDINBOO�������
Kohli 2007; Rindfuss 1991). Transition into adulthood represents a key stage in the 
MJGF�DPVSTF�XIFSF�EFDJTJPOT�BOE�FWFOUT�DBO�IBWF�MPOH�MBTUJOH�FGGFDUT�GPS�JOEJWJEVBM�
EFWFMPQNFOU�	#VDINBOO�����
�BT�XFMM�BT�JO�TIBQJOH�TUSBUJ¾DBUJPO�BU�UIF�TPDJFUBM�
MFWFM� 	.BDNJMMBO� ������.VMMFS� BOE�(BOHM� ������ 4FUUFSTUFO� ����
�� 5SBEJUJPOBMMZ
�
these transitions have been seen as being part of a relatively linear, gendered, and 
OPSNBUJWF�QSPDFTT�PG�TUBOEBSEJTFE�QBUIXBZT�GSPN�GBNJMZ�PG�PSJHJO�JOUP�GBNJMZ�PG�
EFTUJOBUJPO�	8BMMBDF�����
��.PMHBU�	����
�DPOUFOET�UIBU�XIFO�UIFTF� USBOTJUJPOT�
GPMMPXFE� JO� SFMBUJWFMZ� DMPTF� TFRVFODF� BOE� PWFS� B� TIPSU� UJNF
� UIF� USBOTJUJPO� UP�
BEVMUIPPE�EJE�OPU�TFFN�PWFSMZ�QSPCMFNBUJD��*O�SFDFOU�EFDBEFT
�IPXFWFS
�B�HSPXJOH�



3. Parental Co-residence, Shared Living and Emerging Adulthood in Europe  

47

CPEZ�PG�SFTFBSDI�IBT�BSHVFE�UIBU�UIF�QSPDFTT�IBT�CFDPNF�JODSFBTJOHMZ�EJWFSTJ¾FE�
XJUI�OPO�MJOFBSJUZ�JO�IPVTJOH
�FEVDBUJPO�BOE�FNQMPZNFOU�USBOTJUJPOT�DIBSBDUFSJTFE�
CZ�SPVUFT�JO�BOE�PVU�PG�UIF�QBSFOUBM�IPNF�BOE�KPC�JOTUBCJMJUZ�	$BMWFSU�������"SVOEFM�
BOE�-FOOBSU[�����
�°�BLB�´ZP�ZPµ�USBOTJUJPOT�	#JHHBSU
�4UBVCFS
�BOE�8BMUIFS�������
Pais 2003). 

In the European context, Buchmann and Kriesi (2011) identify a number of 

recent and critical changes in adulthood transitions. First, evidence of increasingly 

QSPMPOHFE� USBOTJUJPO� QSPDFTTFT� XJUI� QPTUQPOFNFOU� PG� USBEJUJPOBM� USBOTJUJPO�
NBSLFST� IBT� CFFO� OPUFE� 	TFF� (BVUIJFS� ������ 4FUUFSTUFO� ����
�� 4FDPOEMZ
� UIFSF�
appears to be greater age variations in transition event timing (Billari and Wilson 

������(BOHM
�.VMMFS
�BOE�3BGGF�������4PCPULB�BOE�5PVMFNPO�����
��5IFZ�DPODMVEF�
that despite rather uniform postponement, there appears to be no convergence 

XJUI�DSPTT�OBUJPOBM�EJGGFSFODFT�SFNBJOJOH� MBSHF�BOE�TUBCMF�PWFS� UJNF�	TFF�'SFKLB�
BOE�4BSEPO�������*BDPWPV�����
���5IFTF�USFOET�IBWF�MFE
�OPOFUIFMFTT
�UP�DMBJNT�PG�
B�NPSF�PS�MFTT�VOJWFSTBM�´EFTUBOEBSEJTBUJPOµ�JO�MJGF�DPVSTF�USBOTJUJPOT�UP�BEVMUIPPE
�
BMCFJU�CFBSJOH�UIF�NBSLFST�PG�TQFDJ¾D�TPDJP�DVMUVSBM�QBUIXBZT�SFMBUFE�UP�WBSJBODF�JO�
IPNF�MFBWJOH�BHF�BOE�JUT�EF�DPVQMJOH�XJUI�NBSSJBHF�PS�KPC�FOUSZ�FWFOUT�	#FSOBSEJ�
BOE�/B[JP�������#SVDLOFS�BOE�.BZFS�������.VMEFS
�$MBSL
�BOE�8BHOFS�����
��
8IJMF� #VDINBOO� BOE� ,SJFTJ� 	����
� QSPWJEF� BO� JNQPSUBOU� PWFSWJFX� PG� SFTFBSDI�
PO�BEVMUIPPE�USBOTJUJPO
�MJLF�NBOZ�EFNPHSBQIFST
�UIFZ�GBJM�UP�GVMMZ�BDLOPXMFEHF�
UIF�TJHOJ¾DBODF�PG�IPVTJOH��CPUI�JUT�DFOUSBM�SPMF�BT�B�NBSLFS�PG�BEVMUIPPE�BOE�JO�
IPVTJOHµT�JOUFSSFMBUFE�JO¿VFODF�PO�PUIFS�USBOTJUJPO�EJNFOTJPOT��)PVTJOH�DBSFFST�
BSF� DMFBSMZ� JOUFSUXJOFE� XJUI� GBNJMZ� GPSNBUJPO� USBOTJUJPOT� ZFU� EFTUBOEBSEJTBUJPO�
JO� IPVTJOH� QBUIXBZT� BOE� IPX� UIFTF� WBSZ� BDSPTT� SFHJPOBM� DPOUFYUT� JT� OPU� XFMM�
VOEFSTUPPE�� *OEFFE
� OPSNBMJTFE� SPVUFT� JOUP� BEVMUIPPE� BSF� CPVOE� VQ� XJUI�
NPWFNFOU�UISPVHI�EJGGFSFOU�UZQFT�PG�IPVTJOH�BOE�UFOVSF
�XJUI�UIF�MBUUFS�NFEJBUJOH�
UIF�GPSNFS�CPUI�DVMUVSBMMZ�BOE�NBUFSJBMMZ��4QFDJ¾DBMMZ
�JO�NBOZ
�JG�OPU�NPTU�DPOUFYUT
�
UIF�BDIJFWFNFOU�PG�IPNFPXOFSTIJQ�IBT�OPU�POMZ�CFDPNF�TZOPOZNPVT�XJUI�UIF�GVMM�
SFBMJTBUJPO�PG�JOEFQFOEFOU�BEVMU�TUBUVT
�JU�IBT�BMTP�CFDPNF�B�DSJUFSJPO�VQPO�XIJDI�
UIF�SFBMJTBUJPO�PG�MPOH�UFSN�QBSUOFSTIJQ�BOE�GFSUJMJUZ�SFTU�	.VMEFS�������.VMEFS�BOE�
Billari 2010; Vignoli, Rinesi, and Mussino 2013). Housing systems are thus critical 

in respect to their liquidity or rigidity in mediating transition from dependence 

UP� JOEFQFOEFODF�BOE
�NPSFPWFS
�IBWF�CFFO� MJOLFE�XJUI�CSPBEFS�TPDJP�TUSVDUVSBM�
EFUFSNJOBOUT
�TVDI�BT�XFMGBSF�SFHJNFT�	F�H��)PFLTUSB�����
�

5IF�DIBOHJOH�OBUVSF�PG�QBUIXBZT�UP�BEVMUIPPE�IBWF�CFFO�GVSUIFS�GSBNFE�XJUIJO�
UIF�DPOUFYUT�PG� MBSHFS�TPDJFUBM� TIJGUT�BOE� UIF�FNFSHFODF�PG�B� ´SJTL�TPDJFUZ�µ�#FDL�
(1992; 2000) and Giddens (1999) have argued that changes in economic and social 

structures have eroded certainties that existed under previous Fordist conditions. 

5IFTF� DIBOHJOH� DJSDVNTUBODFT� IBWF� MFE� UP� JODSFBTJOH� ´JOEJWJEVBMJTBUJPOµ� XIFSF�
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IPVTFIPMET�IBWF�NPSF�BHFODZ�JO�TIBQJOH�MJGF�DPVSTFT�CVU�BMTP�UBLF�PO�HSFBUFS�SJTLT�
°�PS�QPUFOUJBM�SFUVSOT�°�BTTPDJBUFE�XJUI�B�NPSF�WPMBUJMF�TPDJP�FDPOPNJD�TZTUFN�	#FDL�
����
��8IJMF
�JO�UIF�QBTU
�JOEJWJEVBM�SJTL�XBT�NJUJHBUFE�UISPVHI�TUSPOHFS�XFMGBSF�
TUBUFT
�FNCFEEFE�TPDJBM�JOTUJUVUJPOT�TVDI�BT�NBSSJBHF�BOE�GBNJMZ
�BOE�XJEFTQSFBE�
XBHF�FNQMPZNFOU
�JO�SFDFOU�EFDBEFT�UIFTF�GSBNFXPSLT�IBWF�VOSBWFMMFE��*OEFFE
�
SPMM�CBDL� PG� UIF� XFMGBSF� TUBUF
� QPTU�JOEVTUSJBM� ´¿FYJCJMJTBUJPOµ� PG� FNQMPZNFOU�
BOE�EFDPVQMJOH�PG�FEVDBUJPO�TZTUFNT�UP�KPC�PQQPSUVOJUJFT
�BT�XFMM�BT�GBNJMZ�BOE�
IPVTFIPME�GSBHNFOUBUJPO
�IBWF� MFE�UP� JODSFBTFE�QSFDBSJUZ� JO�USBOTJUJPO�QBUIXBZT�
	#FDL�������������$BMWFSU�����
��6ODFSUBJOUZ�IBT�SFTIBQFE�SPVUFT�JOUP�BOE�UISPVHI�
family formation, education, labour retraining, and housing (Beer and Faulkner 
������#FDL�BOE�#FDL�(FSOTIFJN�����
��5IF� SFTUSVDUVSJOH�PG� SJTL�IBT� JOUFSBDUFE�
XJUI�IPVTJOH�BT�B�NFEJBUPS�PG�JOEJWJEVBMJTBUJPO
�BT�IPVTJOH�DBSFFST�SFQSFTFOU�LFZ�
JOUFSTFDUJPOT�PG�GBNJMZ�BOE�FNQMPZNFOU�USBKFDUPSJFT�BT�XFMM�BT�TPDJPFDPOPNJD�BOE�
market conditions. In particular, diminished employment security has undermined 
UIF�TUBCJMJUZ�OFFEFE�GPS�IPNF�QVSDIBTF
�PS�FWFO�¾OEJOH�TFDVSF
�JOEFQFOEFOU�SFOUBM�
property. 

5IF�JNQBDU�PG�́ UIF�SFTUSVDUVSJOH�PG�SJTLµ�PO�USBOTJUJPO�QBUIXBZT�IBWF�DIBMMFOHFE�
traditional perceptions of maturity and resulted in the conceptualising of an 
´FNFSHJOH� BEVMUIPPEµ�XIFSF� UIFSF� JT� B� TJHOJ¾DBOU� MJGF�DPVSTF� QIBTF� JO�CFUXFFO�
ZPVUI�BOE�BEVMUIPPE��"SOFUU�	����
�WJFXT�UIJT�QFSJPE�BT�CFJOH�IJHIMZ�VOTUSVDUVSFE�
BOE�VOTFUUMFE�°�XJUI�OFJUIFS�B�TFOTF�PG�BEPMFTDFODF�OPS�GVMM�BEVMUIPPE��*ODSFBTJOH�
importance is placed on individual conceptions of autonomy, but less so on 
USBEJUJPOBM�NBSLFST�PG�BEVMUIPPE�	"SOFUU�������$BMWFSU�����
��́ &NFSHJOH�BEVMUIPPEµ�
thus manifests itself as leisurely and lengthy explorations of identity, lifestyle and 
DBSFFS�QPTTJCJMJUJFT�	"SOFUU�����
��$SJUJDJTN�IBT�CFFO�MFWFMMFE�BU�UIJT�SFQSFTFOUBUJPO
�
IPXFWFS
�GPS�DPO¿BUJOH�GSFF�DIPJDF�BOE�UIF�´FYQMPSBUJPO�PG�JEFOUJUJFTµ�XJUI�DPQJOH�
NFDIBOJTNT�JO�UIF�GBDF�PG�TUSVDUVSBM�GPSDFT�	#ZOOFS�������$yUn�BOE�#ZOOFS�����
��
Bynner argues that Arnett’s emerging adulthood dismisses structural factors as 
NFSFMZ� ´FOWJSPONFOUBM� JO¿VFODFT�BOE�DPOTUSBJOUT� JO� UIF�XBZ�PG� MJGF�HPBMT� SBUIFS�
UIBO� BT� TIBQJOH
� JO� B� GVOEBNFOUBM� XBZ
� SPMFT� BOE� JEFOUJUJFT� UP�NBUDI�NPEFSO�
DPOEJUJPOTµ� 	��������
�� � 4VDI� B� VOJWFSTBMJTJOH� DPODFQU� PWFSMPPLT� JNQPSUBOU�
JOTUJUVUJPOBM
�TPDJBM�BOE�DVMUVSBM�DPOUFYUT�JO�TIBQJOH�BEVMUIPPE�USBOTJUJPOT
�BT�XFMM�
BT�TJHOJ¾DBOU�DSPTT�OBUJPOBM�WBSJBUJPOT�	$BMWFSU�������.JUDIFMM�����
��1BSUJDVMBSMZ�
BCTFOU�IBT�CFFO�DPODFSO�XJUI�IPVTJOH�QBUIXBZ�PVUDPNFT�XJUIJO�UIFTF�TUSVDUVSBM�
TIJGUT�BOE� UIFJS� JOUFSTFDUJPO�XJUI�DPODFQUJPOT�PG�EFQFOEFODF�BOE� JOEFQFOEFODF�
through these transition stages of emerging adulthood.
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3.3 Semi-dependent housing and emerging 
adulthood
"T� XJUI� PUIFS� BEVMUIPPE� NBSLFST
� IPVTJOH� USBKFDUPSJFT� PG� ZPVOH� BEVMUT� IBWF�
BMTP� CFDPNF�NPSF� ´GV[[Zµ� JO� SFDFOU� ZFBST
� BOE� DPOTUJUVUF� B� DSJUJDBM
� CVU� MBSHFMZ�
VOEFSTUVEJFE� FMFNFOU� PG� FNFSHJOH� BEVMUIPPE��8IFSFBT� UIF� USBEJUJPOBM� WJFX� PG�
IPVTJOH� USBOTJUJPOT�QSPQPTFE�B� ´MBEEFSµ�XIFSF� UIF�¾STU� SVOH�BGUFS�IPNF�MFBWJOH�
XBT� SFOUJOH
� UIFO� IPNFPXOFSTIJQ� XJUI� B� TUFBEZ� QSPHSFTTJPO� PG� JODSFBTJOH�
housing quality and consumption (Kendig, Paris, and Anderton 1987), the reality 
PG�DPOUFNQPSBSZ�USBOTJUJPOT�BQQFBS�NPSF�DPNQMFY�XJUI�FWJEFODF�PG�PGUFO�DIBPUJD�
BOE�OPO�MJOFBS�QBUIXBZT�UP�TUBCMF�MJWJOH�GPS�ZPVOH�IPNF�MFBWFST�	)PDITUFOCBDI�
BOE�#PUFSNBO�����B��3VHH
�'PSE�BOE�#VSSPXT�������"SVOEFM�BOE�-FOOBSU[�����
��
&YUFOEFE�DP�SFTJEFODF�PS�SFUVSOT�UP�UIF�QBSFOUBM�IPNF�TFFN�UP�QMBZ�BO�JODSFBTJOHMZ�
JNQPSUBOU� SPMF� JO�NBOZ� DPVOUSJFT� 	-FOOBSU[
�"SVOEFM
� BOE�3POBME� ������ 4UPOF
�
#FSSJOHUPO
�BOE�'BMLJOHIBN�������"BTTWF
�$PUUJOJ
�BOE�7JUBMJ�����
�BOE
�PVUTJEF�
UIF�OBUBM�IPNF
�OPO�USBEJUJPOBM�GPSNT�PG�TIBSJOH�NJHIU�BMTP�SFQSFTFOU�B�TJHOJ¾DBOU�
TIPSU�PS�MPOHFS�UFSN�PQUJPO��4IBSFE�IPVTJOH�DBO�CF�B�DPQJOH�NFDIBOJTN�XIFSF�
other forms of family or state support are not available and can range from the 
JOGPSNBM�BOE�USBOTJUPSZ
�TVDI�BT�JO�´DPVDI�TVS¾OHµ�	.D-PVHIMJO�����

�UP�CFJOH�B�
MPOHFS�UFSN�TUSBUFHZ��4IBSFE�MJWJOH�XJUI�TUSBOHFST
�GSJFOET
�PS�PUIFS�SFMBUJWFT�DBO�
represent exactly the type of intermediary (in)dependence that can provide partial 
BVUPOPNZ�XIFSF�FDPOPNJD�DPOEJUJPOT�EP�OPU�BMMPX�GPS�GVMMZ�JOEFQFOEFOU�IPVTJOH�
TUBUVT�PS�°�BT�B�MJGFTUZMF�DIPJDF�°�XIFSF�DPOUJOVFE�TPDJBM�TVQQPSU�JT�EFTJSFE�XJUIJO�
UIF�IPVTJOH�BSSBOHFNFOU��8IJMF�FYUFOEFE�DP�SFTJEFODF�XJUI�QBSFOUT�QSPWJEFT�MFTT�
JOEFQFOEFODF�JO�UIF�TIPSU�UFSN
�JU�DBO�BMTP�CF�B�TUSBUFHZ�JO�BDDVNVMBUJOH�DBQJUBM�
GPS� B� EPXO�QBZNFOU� UIFSFCZ� FOIBODJOH� TUBCMF� JOEFQFOEFODF� JO� UIF� MPOH�UFSN��
4BWJOH�DPTUT�UISPVHI�DP�SFTJEFODF�IBT�BMTP�CFFO�DIBSBDUFSJTFE�BT�B�XBZ�GPS�ZPVOH�
adults to increase autonomy in other life domains through increased discretionary 
TQFOEJOH�°�FNQIBTJTFE�JO�+BQBOFTF�SFQSFTFOUBUJPOT�PG�́ QBSBTJUF�TJOHMFTµ�	)JSBZBNB�
and Ronald 2008). 

8IBU�UIFTF�USFOET�QPJOU�UP�JT�B�HSPXJOH�JNQPSUBODF�PG�XIBU�XPVME�USBEJUJPOBMMZ�
CF�TFFO�BT� ´JO�CFUXFFOµ�PS� MJNJOBM�QIBTFT� JO� UIF�IPVTJOH�DBSFFS�XIFSF�TUBUFT�PG�
TFNJ�EFQFOEFOU�IPVTJOH�QMBZ�BO� JNQPSUBOU� SPMF�EVSJOH� UIF�QFSJPE�PG� FNFSHJOH�
BEVMUIPPE� 	PS� FWFO� CFZPOE
�� 64� TUVEJFT� IBWF� QPJOUFE� UP� SFDFOU� JODSFBTFT� JO�
´EPVCMFE�VQ� GBNJMJFTµ� BOE� WBSJPVT� UZQFT� PG� TIBSJOH� BSSBOHFNFOUT� 	.ZLZUB� BOE�
.BDBSUOFZ�����

�BMCFJU�DPODFEJOH�UIBU�UIJT�JT�OPU�B�OFX�QIFOPNFOPO�JO�JUTFMG�XJUI�
historical precedents for many variations of shared living (see Modell and Hareven 
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1973).1��4FNJ�EFQFOEFOU�IPVTJOH�BSSBOHFNFOUT
�FJUIFS�BT�QBSFOUBM�DP�SFTJEFODF�PS�
TIBSJOH
�BQQFBS�UP�SFQSFTFOU�BO�JNQPSUBOU�TUBHF�JO�UIFJS�PXO�SJHIU�JO�UIF�IPVTJOH�
dimension of adulthood transitions. Nonetheless there is also evidence of strong 
DSPTT�DPVOUSZ� WBSJBODF� BOE� UIBU� VOEFSMZJOH� DVMUVSBM
� FDPOPNJD� BOE� JOTUJUVUJPOBM�
DPOUFYUT� QMBZ� B� LFZ� SPMF� JO� JO¿VFODJOH� PQQPSUVOJUJFT� PS� DPOTUSBJOUT� JO� ZPVOH�
people’s housing careers. 

3.4 Structural determinants of semi-dependent 
housing 
Although there have been arguments of changing individual preferences among 
young adults (Arnett 2006), structural and institutional settings have also had a clear 
JNQBDU�PO�QBUIXBZ�EFDJTJPOT�	$MBVTFO�������&MEFS�BOE�4IBOBIBO�����
��#Z�MPPLJOH�
at the variation that remains apparent across European country contexts, one can 
IFMQ�UP�VOUBOHMF�TPNF�PG�UIF�DPOUFYUVBM�GBDUPST�UIBU�JO¿VFODF�ZPVOH�BEVMUTµ�IPVTJOH�
PVUDPNFT��8IJMF�UIJT�QBQFS�TFFLT�UP�IJHIMJHIU�UIF�QPUFOUJBM�JO¿VFODF�PG�TUSVDUVSBM�
contexts on housing conditions for young adults, it is understood that these act on 
UPQ�PG�PS�JO�SFMBUJPO�UP�JOEJWJEVBM�GBDUPST��'PS�FYBNQMF
�XIFSFBT�FDPOPNJD�SFTPVSDFT�
NBLF�B�LFZ�EJGGFSFODF�JO�BUUBJOJOH�IPVTJOH�HPBMT�BOE�JO¿VFODF�UIF�QSPQFOTJUZ�UP�
DIPPTF�TFNJ�EFQFOEFOU�BSSBOHFNFOUT
�JOEJWJEVBM�QSFGFSFODFT�IBWF�B�DMFBS�JNQBDU�
on housing decisions such as the likelihood to share for social or lifestyle reasons. 
/POFUIFMFTT
� UIFTF� MBUUFS� GBDUPST� SFNBJO� JOUFSSFMBUFE�XJUI� UIF�TUSVDUVSBM� DPOUFYU
�
XIJDI� GSBNF� TPDJP�DVMUVSBM� FYQFDUBUJPOT� BOE� DPOTUSBJO� UIF� FDPOPNJD� SFTPVSDFT�
PG�ZPVOH�QFPQMF��5XP�LFZ�TUSVDUVSBM�EJNFOTJPOT�UIBU�BSF�FYBNJOFE�JO�SFMBUJPO�UP�
IPVTJOH�PQQPSUVOJUJFT
�DPOTUSBJOUT�BOE�QSFGFSFODFT�JO�UIJT�QBQFS�BSF�UIF�XFMGBSF�
regime and housing system contexts.

Welfare regime

8FMGBSF�SFHJNF�UIFPSZ
�FTQFDJBMMZ�TJODF�&TQJOH�"OEFSTFO�	����

�IBT�CFFO�DFOUSBM�
to research on societal differences and – albeit not immune to criticism – is an 
JNQPSUBOU� MFOT� CZ� XIJDI� UP� VOEFSTUBOE� WBSJBUJPO� BDSPTT� &VSPQF� JO� BEVMUIPPE�

�� )JTUPSJDBM�EBUB�GSPN�UIF�64
�GPS�FYBNQMF
�TIPX�WFSZ�IJHI�MFWFMT�PG�TIBSFE�MJWJOH�EVSJOH�UIF�
����T�BOE�FBSMZ�����T�UISPVHI�UIF�DPNNPO�QSBDUJDF�PG�UBLJOH�JO�´MPEHFSTµ
�BMUIPVHI�UIJT�GFMM�PVU�
of favour through the second half of the 20th century, both in practice and in social acceptance. 
	.PEFMM�BOE�)BSFWFO�����
���8IJMF�BDLOPXMFEHJOH�UIF�IJTUPSJDBM�QSFDFEFOU
�UIJT�BSUJDMF�GPDVTFT�
PO�DPOUFNQPSBSZ�EZOBNJDT�PG�DP�SFTJEFODF�BOE�TIBSJOH�BNPOH�ZPVOH�QFPQMFµT�USBOTJUJPOT�
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USBOTJUJPOT�� 8FMGBSF� DPO¾HVSBUJPOT� DBO� IBWF� JNQPSUBOU� FGGFDUT� PO� SFMBUJWF� MJGF�
DPVSTF� DPOTUSBJOUT� BOE� PQQPSUVOJUJFT� BT� XFMM� BT� UIF� OPSNBUJWF� FYQFDUBUJPOT� PG�
QBUIXBZ� DIPJDFT�� 8FMGBSF� SFHJNFT� SF¿FDU
� BNPOH� PUIFS� UIJOHT
� UIF� HFOFSPTJUZ�
of state support – or lack thereof – that can enable economic stability needed for 

BDDFTTJOH�JOEFQFOEFOU�IPVTJOH�XIJMF�NJUJHBUJOH�TVCTFRVFOU�FDPOPNJD�TFUCBDLT��
6OEFSMZJOH�TPDJP�DVMUVSBM�FYQFDUBUJPOT�BSF�TUSPOHMZ�MJOLFE�UP�XFMGBSF�SFHJNFT�BOE�
UIF�JOUFSQMBZ�PG�XFMGBSF�NJY�°�XIFUIFS�TFFO�BT�UIF�NPUJWBUJPO�GPS�QPMJDJFT�PS�UIF�
outcome of the established system. Regime contexts frame reliance on state support 

WFSTVT� GBNJMZ� JO�BEVMU� USBOTJUJPOT
�BT�XFMM�BT�FYQFDUBUJPOT�PG�FBSMZ� JOEFQFOEFODF�
DPNQBSFE�UP�QSFGFSFODFT�GPS�DPOUJOVFE�DP�SFTJEFODF�	.BU[OFUUFS�BOE�.VOEU�����
��
'PVS�NBJO�SFHJNF�UZQFT�BSF�DPNNPOMZ�JEFOUJ¾FE�EFTDSJCJOH�JNQPSUBOU�EJGGFSFODFT�
in the level of state support, the role of the market, and the extent that the family is 

B�LFZ�QSPWJEFS�PG�XFMGBSF��'PS�FYBNQMF
�TUSPOH�TUBUF�TVQQPSU�JO�social democratic 

DPVOUSJFT�DPOUSBTUT�UP�NBSLFU�SFMJBODF�JO�liberal contexts. In conservative�DPSQPSBUJTU�
DPVOUSJFT
�NFBOXIJMF
�UIFSF�JT�MJLFMZ�UP�CF�NPSF�PG�B�NJY�PG�JO¿VFODFT�JO�IPVTJOH�
QBUIXBZT� DPNQBSFE� UP� B� TUSPOH� GBNJMJBMJTU�PSJFOUBUJPO� JO� southern European 

societies. Welfare regime typologies present a valuable perspective in describing 

TJHOJ¾DBOU�EJGGFSFODFT�JO�UIF�TPDJP�DVMUVSBM�BOE�JOTUJUVUJPOBM�DPOUFYUT�UIBU�XPVME�
impact young adults’ housing transitions although their explanatory limitations 

are also accepted. Welfare regime theories have been particularly criticised for not 

QSPQFSMZ�JODPSQPSBUJOH�UIF�SPMF�PG�IPVTJOH
�XIJDI�EPFT�OPU�BMXBZT�NBQ�DMFBSMZ�POUP�
regime typologies (Hoekstra 2003; Kemeny 2001) thus motivating an examination 

PG�GVSUIFS�TQFDJ¾DJUJFT�PG�UIF�IPVTJOH�TZTUFN�

Housing system context

8JUIJO� UIF� XFMGBSF� EPNBJO
� IPVTJOH� TZTUFN� GBDUPST� DBO� SFMBUF� UP� BDDFTTJCJMJUZ�
and availability of social or public housing, subsidised rent schemes and price 

regulation. Beyond this, housing system factors also relate to market supply 

mechanisms, demand, pricing and access to mortgage credit. In consideration of 

adulthood transitions, the housing system context clearly affects the availability 

BOE� BGGPSEBCJMJUZ� PG� WBSJPVT� IPVTJOH� PQUJPOT�� � 4JODF� UIF� ¾STU� EFTUJOBUJPO� BGUFS�
the parental home is typically renting (Lee and Painter 2013), the regulation and 

affordability of rental housing is of key importance as a structural determinant. It 

XPVME�CF�FYQFDUFE�UIBU�UIF�SFMBUJWF�BGGPSEBCJMJUZ�PG�UIF�SFOUBM�TFDUPS�XPVME�EFUFSNJOF�
UP�XIBU�FYUFOU�TIBSFE�MJWJOH�XPVME�CF�FNQMPZFE�UP�DPQF�XJUI�IJHI�SFOUT�GPS�UIPTF�
XIP�TUJMM�XJTI�PS�OFFE�UP�MFBWF�UIF�QBSFOUBM�IPNF��3FOUBM�IPVTJOH�BGGPSEBCJMJUZ�JT�
therefore an important consideration in explaining variations in sharing among 

ZPVOH�QFPQMF�BDSPTT�&VSPQF��)PXFWFS
�JU�JT�BMTP�SFDPHOJTFE�UIBU�SFOUBM�BGGPSEBCJMJUZ�
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JT�TUSPOHMZ�JOUFSSFMBUFE�XJUI�PUIFS�JOTUJUVUJPOBM�GFBUVSFT�SFMBUFE�UP�XFMGBSF�SFHJNF�
PS�UIF�IPVTJOH�TZTUFN
�TVDI�BT�SFOU�SFHVMBUJPO�BOE�DPNQFUJUJPO�CFUXFFO�UIF�TPDJBM�
and private sectors (Lennartz 2013).

3.5 The research
In consideration of the presented context, the exploratory research contributes some 
GPVOEBUJPOBM�VOEFSTUBOEJOH�PG�UIF�IPVTJOH�EJNFOTJPO�XJUIJO�FNFSHJOH�BEVMUIPPE�
BOE� UIF� SPMF�PG� TFNJ�EFQFOEFOU� MJWJOH�BSSBOHFNFOUT�°� FJUIFS� JO� DP�SFTJEFODF�PS�
TIBSJOH��5IF�QSFNJTF�JT�UIBU�XFMGBSF�SFHJNF�BOE�IPVTJOH�TZTUFN�DPOUFYUT�BSF�MJLFMZ�
UP�IBWF�BO�JNQPSUBOU�SPMF�JO�JO¿VFODJOH�ZPVOH�QFPQMFµT�IPVTJOH�TUBUVT�BOE�UIVT�UIF�
SFTFBSDI�TFFLT�UP�SFMBUF�UIF�SPMF�PG�TFNJ�EFQFOEFOU�MJWJOH�UP�UIF�TPDJBM
�DVMUVSBM�BOE�
JOTUJUVUJPOBM�DPOUFYUT�UIBU�MJLFMZ�NFEJBUF�UIFTF�EZOBNJDT��5IF�GPMMPXJOH�SFTFBSDI�
questions are presented:

5P�XIBU�FYUFOU�EP�TFNJ�EFQFOEFOU�IPVTJOH�BSSBOHFNFOUT�QMBZ�B�SPMF� JO�UIF�
QFSJPE�PG�FNFSHJOH�BEVMUIPPE�BDSPTT�&VSPQF �"OE�IPX�EPFT�UIJT�EJGGFS�BDSPTT�
DPVOUSZ�DPOUFYUT 
5P�XIBU� FYUFOU�EP� UIF�IPVTJOH�TZTUFN�BOE�XFMGBSF� SFHJNF�DPOUFYUT� FYQMBJO�
UIFTF�EJGGFSFODFT 

Methodology

5IF�TUVEZ�SFNBJOT�FYQMPSBUPSZ�JO�TDPQF�BOE�FYBNJOFT�NBDSP�EBUB�BU�UIF�DPVOUSZ�
MFWFM�� 5IF� SFTFBSDI� VTFT� UIF� &6�4*-$� EBUBTFU� 	&VSPQFBO� 4VSWFZ� PO� *ODPNF� BOE�
-JWJOH�$POEJUJPOT
�UP�JOWFTUJHBUF�IPVTJOH�BSSBOHFNFOUT�PG�ZPVOH�BEVMUT�	EF¾OFE�
BT�CFUXFFO����BOE���
�JO�B�DPNQBSBCMF�XBZ�BDSPTT�&VSPQFBO�DPVOUSJFT��5P�MPPL�
BU� VOEFSMZJOH� QBUUFSOT� BDSPTT� &VSPQF� XIJMF� QBSUJBMMZ� DPOUSPMMJOH� GPS� TIPSU�UFSN�
¿VDUVBUJPOT�JO�IPVTJOH�TUBUVT
�B�NVMUJ�ZFBS�BWFSBHF�JT�VTFE�GPS�UIF�GVMM�QFSJPE�PG�
DPNQBUJCMF�EBUB�������UP�������%BUB�XBT�BOBMZTFE�GPS����DPVOUSJFT
�JODMVEJOH�BMM�&6���
DPVOUSJFT�XJUI�UIF�FYDFQUJPO�PG�*SFMBOE
�GPS�XIJDI�SFDFOU�EBUB�XBT�VOBWBJMBCMF�2  The 
SFTVMUT�BSF�¾STU�QSFTFOUFE�EFTDSJQUJWFMZ�BDSPTT�UIF�DPVOUSJFT�BOE
�TVCTFRVFOUMZ
�UIF�

�� &BTUFSO� &VSPQFBO� DPVOUSJFT� XFSF� OPU� JODMVEFE� JO� UIJT� BOBMZTJT� CFDBVTF� PG� TFWFSBM� EBUB�
ZFBST� NJTTJOH� BT� XFMM� TUJMM� CFJOH� USBOTJUJPO� FDPOPNJFT� JO� XIJDI� IPVTJOH� NBSLFUT� GVODUJPO�
DPNQMFUFMZ�EJGGFSFOUMZ�	F�H��TVQFS�IJHI�IPNFPXOFSTIJQ�SBUFT�BOE�IJHI�WPMBUJMJUZ
�XJUI�MFTT�DMFBS�
DMBTTJ¾DBUJPO�PG�UIFTF�DBTFT�XJUIJO�UIF�DVSSFOU�XFMGBSF�SFHJNF�MJUFSBUVSF�
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SFMBUJPOTIJQT�CFUXFFO�TFNJ�EFQFOEFOU�IPVTJOH�BOE�FDPOPNJD�DBQBDJUZ�PG�ZPVOH�
BEVMUT
�UIF�DPOUFYUT�PG�UIF�XFMGBSF�SFHJNF
�BOE�IPVTJOH�TZTUFNT�BSF�FYBNJOFE��

As a key indicator of economic capacity, a measure of youth unemployment 

XBT�VTFE��5IF�OBUJPOBM�BWFSBHF�ZPVUI�VOFNQMPZNFOU�SBUFT�GPS�UIF�TBNF�����������
QFSJPE�XFSF� JODMVEFE�GPS� UIPTF�BHFE���� UP����3� �8FMGBSF�SFHJNF�HSPVQJOHT�XFSF�
CBTFE� PO� DPOWFOUJPOBM� DMBTTJ¾DBUJPOT� GSPN� UIF� MJUFSBUVSF� 	TFF� &TQJOH�"OEFSTPO�
������"BTTWF
�$PUUJOJ
�BOE�7JUBMJ�������-FOOBSU[
�"SVOEFM
�BOE�3POBME�����
�XJUI�
our sample consisting of the regime typologies of social democratic (including 

%FONBSL
� 'JOMBOE
� BOE� 4XFEFO

� conservative (including Austria, Belgium, 

Germany, France, Luxembourg, and the Netherlands), southern European 

	JODMVEJOH�4QBJO
�(SFFDF
�*UBMZ
�BOE�1PSUVHBM

�BOE�liberal (represented by the UK). 

'JOBMMZ
�BT�BO�JOEJDBUPS�PG�IPVTJOH�TZTUFN�DPOUFYU
�SFOUBM�BGGPSEBCJMJUZ�XBT�NFBTVSFE�
looking at the ratio of average annual private rent to median equivalised income 

for each country.4� �8IFSFBT
� UIF� TJ[F�PG� UIF� SFOUBM� TFDUPS� BT�XFMM� BT� UIF� SFMBUJWF�
DPTU�BOE�NFBOT�PG�FOUSZ� UP�IPNFPXOFSTIJQ�BSF�BMTP� JNQPSUBOU�IPVTJOH�TZTUFN�
DPOTJEFSBUJPOT
�UIFTF�BQQFBSFE�TUSPOHMZ�DPSSFMBUFE�XJUI�SFOUBM�TFDUPS�BGGPSEBCJMJUZ�
BT�B�NFBTVSF�UIBU�MJLFMZ�BMSFBEZ�SF¿FDUT�UIFTF�DIBSBDUFSJTUJDT�5  

#JWBSJBUF� DPSSFMBUJPOT� XFSF� QFSGPSNFE� UP� UFTU� UIF� NBDSP�MFWFM� SFMBUJPOTIJQ�
CFUXFFO�UIF�IPVTJOH�PVUDPNFT�BOE�JOEJDBUPST�PG�FDPOPNJD�DBQBDJUZ�BOE�IPVTJOH�
TZTUFN��1MPUUFE�DPSSFMBUJPOT�JO�UIF�SFTVMUJOH�¾HVSFT�QSFTFOU�UIF�3��WBMVF�BOE�UIF�
TUBUJTUJDBM�TJHOJ¾DBODF�PG�UIF�SFMBUJPOTIJQ��*O�FWBMVBUJOH�XFMGBSF�SFHJNF�HSPVQJOHT
�
"/07"T�XFSF�DBSSJFE�PVU�BMPOH�XJUI�TJNQMF� MJOFBS�SFHSFTTJPO�BOBMZTFT�GPS�FBDI�
IPVTJOH�SBUF�BU�UIF�NBDSP�MFWFM��

�� 8IJMF� OPU� B� QFSGFDU� PWFSMBQ
� UIJT� XBT� UIF� DMPTFTU� BHF� SBOHF� BWBJMBCMF� JO� UIF� DPNQBSBCMF�
datasets.

4 The indicator remains imperfect as it is not available for the precise age group examined 

and there is some variation in the data years and availability across the countries. Nonetheless, 

it provides the best comparative indicator available on the relative affordability of the private 

rental sector.

�� 0UIFS�WBSJBCMFT�XFSF�UFTUFE�GPS�UIF�IPVTJOH�TZTUFN�CVU�DPOTJEFSJOH�NVMUJDPMMJOFBSJUZ�UFTUT
�
rental housing appeared as the best variable in capturing the key dimensions of the housing 

TZTUFN�JO¿VFODJOH�TFNJ�EFQFOEFOU�IPVTJOH�PVUDPNFT�
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Housing Status

*O� UFSNT�PG� JOEJWJEVBM�IPVTJOH� TUBUVT
� UIF�PQUJPOT� DBO�CF� TJNQMJ¾FE� JOUP� FJUIFS�
living in an independent household, in QBSFOUBM�DP�SFTJEFODF, or in shared living.  

6
 

An independent�IPVTFIPME�JT�EF¾OFE�BT�FJUIFS�JO�B�TJOHMF�QFSTPO�IPVTFIPME�PS�JO�B�
TJOHMF�´GBNJMZ�VOJUµ�	J�F��XJUI�B�NBSSJFE�PS�DPIBCJUBUJOH�TQPVTF�BOE�XJUI�PS�XJUIPVU�
DIJMESFO
��1BSFOUBM�DP�SFTJEFODF�JT�BOZ����UP����ZFBS�PME�MJWJOH�XJUI�POF�PS�NPSF�
QBSFOUT��4IBSFE�MJWJOH�JT�CFJOH�JO�B�IPVTF�XJUI�´FYUSB�BEVMUTµ�EF¾OFE�BT�JOEJWJEVBMT�
that are not the spouse, children or parents of the head of the household and 

UIFSFGPSF�XPVME�JODMVEF�IPVTFNBUFT�TVDI�BT�GSJFOET
�TUSBOHFST�BOE�PUIFS�SFMBUJWFT�7
  

4FNJ�EFQFOEFOU�IPVTJOH�JODMVEFT�CPUI�UIPTF�JO�QBSFOUBM�DP�SFTJEFODF�PS�JO�TIBSFE�
MJWJOH
�XIFSF�UIFSF� JT�B�DFSUBJO�EFHSFF�PG�EFQFOEFODF�PS�QPPMJOH�PG�SFTPVSDFT� JO�
securing living arrangements. Housing status frequencies are calculated using the 

BQQSPQSJBUF�&6�4*-$�XFJHIUJOH���

3.6 Descriptive results
The role of semi-dependent housing among young Europeans

The initial results of the analysis look at the descriptive divisions in housing status 

BNPOH�������ZFBS�PMET�BDSPTT�UIF�FYBNJOFE�DPVOUSJFT
�JO�UFSNT�PG�XIFUIFS�UIFZ�BSF�
BO�JOEFQFOEFOU�IPVTFIPME
�JO�QBSFOUBM�DP�SFTJEFODF
�PS�TIBSFE�MJWJOH�	TFF�'JHVSF�
3.1). Looking at the data, some important patterns are revealed. Firstly, it appears 

JOEFFE�UIBU�TFNJ�EFQFOEFOU�IPVTJOH�QMBZT�B�WFSZ�TJHOJ¾DBOU�SPMF�JO�UIF�QFSJPE�PG�
FNFSHJOH� BEVMUIPPE� GPS� ZPVOH� &VSPQFBOT�� $P�SFTJEFODF
� XIFUIFS� MBUF� IPNF�
leaving or returns, is an especially important source of shelter for young adults 

JO� NBOZ� DPVOUSJFT��8IJMF� TIBSJOH� SBUFT� BSF� VOTVSQSJTJOHMZ� MPXFS
� JU� SFQSFTFOUT�
OPOFUIFMFTT�B�TJHOJ¾DBOU�QSPQPSUJPO�JO�TFWFSBM�&6�DPVOUSJFT��

5IF�&6�4*-$�EBUB�SFWFBMT�UIBU�UIFSF�SFNBJOT�NVDI�WBSJBUJPO�BDSPTT�UIF�&6���
DPVOUSJFT� JO�BMM� UISFF�IPVTJOH�PVUDPNFT�XJUI� MJUUMF�FWJEFODF�PG�B�VOJUFE�IPVTJOH�

6 Previous analyses by the author (see Lennartz, Arundel, and Ronald 2015) looked at tenure 

BNPOH� ZPVOH�&VSPQFBOT� BOE� JU� JT� BDLOPXMFEHFE� UIBU� UFOVSF� JT� BO� JNQPSUBOU� DPNQPOFOU� PG�
IPVTJOH�TUBUVT
�IPXFWFS
�IFSFJO� UIF� GPDVT� JT�PO�IPVTJOH�WBSJFHBUJPO� JO� UFSNT�PG�EFQFOEFODZ�
DPOEJUJPOT�	JOEFQFOEFOU�MJWJOH�WFSTVT�TFNJ�EFQFOEFOU�BSSBOHFNFOUT
�

�� %VF�UP�UIF�EBUB�MJNJUBUJPOT�JO�EF¾OJOH�BMM�LJOTIJQ�SFMBUJPOTIJQT
�PUIFS�SFMBUJWFT�XPVME�BMTP�
CF�JODMVEFE�BT�´FYUSB�BEVMUTµ�JO�UIF�IPVTFIPME
�TVDI�BT�DPVTJOT�BOE�OFQIFXT��(SBOEQBSFOUT�BOE�
TJCMJOHT�XPVME�BMTP�CF�JODMVEFE�XIFSF�UIF�QBSFOUT�BSF�OPU�BMTP�IPVTFIPME�NFNCFST�PS�BVOUT�BOE�
VODMFT�XIFO�HSBOEQBSFOUT�BSF�OPU�BMTP�JODMVEFE�JO�IPVTFIPME�
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transition dynamic for young adults in Europe. The countries are grouped based on 
XFMGBSF�SFHJNFT�XJUI�UIF�EFTDSJQUJWF�FYBNJOBUJPO�PG�IPVTJOH�TUBUVT�BQQFBSJOH�UP�
SF¿FDU�EJGGFSFOUJBUJPO�BDSPTT�UIFTF�SFHJNF�UZQPMPHJFT��4JNQMZ�MPPLJOH�BU�UIF�OVNCFS�
PG�������ZFBS�PMET�UIBU�IBWF�FTUBCMJTIFE�BO�JOEFQFOEFOU�IPNF
�XF�DBO�TFF�UIBU�UIJT�
SBOHFT�GSPN�BCPWF�PS�OFBS�����JO�UIF�TPDJBM�EFNPDSBUJD�DPVOUSJFT�UP�CFMPX�����JO�
TPVUIFSO�&VSPQF
�XJUI�DPOTFSWBUJWF�SFHJNF�DPVOUSJFT�PG�OPSUI�XFTUFSO�&VSPQF�BOE�
UIF�MJCFSBM�DBTF�PG�UIF�6,�MZJOH�CFUXFFO�UIFTF�FYUSFNFT��8IJMF�TIBSFE�BSSBOHFNFOUT�
in some countries make up just 1% of young adults, in other countries – notably 
UIF�6,�°�UIF�SBUFT�BSF�OFBSMZ�POF�JO�UFO��1SFWJPVT�DPOTJEFSBUJPOT�PG�TIBSJOH�BOE�
ZPVOH� QFPQMFµT� IPVTJOH� IBWF� GPDVTFE� PO� 64� BOE� 6,� FYBNQMFT
� IPXFWFS
� UIF�
EBUB�TIPXT�UIBU�UIFSF�JT�MJUUMF�FWJEFODF�PG�VOJGPSNJUZ�BDSPTT�BEWBODFE�FDPOPNJFT��
5IJT�QPJOUT� UP� UIF� JNQPSUBODF�PG�OBUJPOBM� DPOUFYU� BOE� SBJTFT�RVFTUJPOT�PO�IPX�
TQFDJ¾DJUJFT�PG�FDPOPNJD
�TPDJP�DVMUVSBM�BOE�JOTUJUVUJPOBM�WBSJBUJPO�NBZ�TIBQF�UIF�
transition choices, opportunities and expectations of young adults. While previous 
DPNQBSBUJWF�SFTFBSDI�GPDVTFE�POMZ�PO�DP�SFTJEFODF
�BEEJOH�TIBSJOH�BT�BO�BMUFSOBUJWF�
QSFTFOUT�BO�JNQPSUBOU�OFX�QBUUFSO�JO�NBOZ�DPOUFYUT
�TVDI�BT�JO�UIF�MJCFSBM�6,�DBTF
�
XIFSF�JU�JT�BQQBSFOU�UIBU�ZPVOH�BEVMUT�SFMZ�PO�CPUI�DP�SFTJEFODF�BOE�TIBSJOH�
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%BUB�TPVSDF��&VSPTUBU
�&6�4*-$
�BVUIPSµT�DBMDVMBUJPOT
�������������4PDJBM�%FNPDSBUJD��������������������������������$POTFSWBUJWF����������������������������������������������4PVUIFSO�&VSPQFBO���������������������-JCFSBM
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3.7 Explaining variation
In considering the second question, the study looked at variation across EU15 
DPVOUSJFT�JO�UFSNT�PG�NFBTVSFT�PG�FDPOPNJD�DBQBDJUZ
�XFMGBSF�SFHJNF�UZQPMPHJFT
�
BOE�IPVTJOH�TZTUFN�DPOUFYU��8IJMF�TVDI�B�DPVOUSZ�MFWFM�BOBMZTJT�DBOOPU�VOUBOHMF�
all contextual impacts on young adults’ housing transitions and the investigation 
SFNBJOT� FYQMPSBUPSZ� SBUIFS� UIBO� QVSQPSUJOH� UP� EFUFSNJOF� TQFDJ¾D� DBVTBM�
mechanisms, the intent is to help establish a fundamental empirical basis for future 
research. 

Economic capacity of young adults

Economic capacity is clearly an overarching factor in the ability of young adults to 
BGGPSE�JOEFQFOEFOU�IPVTJOH��*U�XPVME�CF�FYQFDUFE�UIBU�NBDSP�MFWFM�EJGGFSFODFT�JO�
ZPVOHFS� DPIPSUTµ� FDPOPNJD� DPOEJUJPOT�XPVME�IFMQ� FYQMBJO� WBSJBUJPO� JO�IPVTJOH�
TUBUVT�BOE�EFHSFF�PG�TFNJ�EFQFOEFOU�BSSBOHFNFOUT�EVF�UP�FDPOPNJD�DPOTUSBJOUT��
)PXFWFS
� UIF� JOUFSFTU�PG� UIJT�QBQFS� MJFT� JO� MPPLJOH�CFZPOE�VOEFSMZJOH�FDPOPNJD�
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'JHVSF�����4FNJ�EFQFOEFOU�MJWJOH�WT��VOFNQMPZNFOU�SBUF�	����°�����BWFSBHFT


%BUB� 4PVSDFT�� &VSPTUBU
� &6�4*-$���VOFNQMPZNFOU� CZ� BHF� <IUUQ���FQQ�FVSPTUBU�FD�FVSPQB�FV�
QPSUBM�QBHF�QPSUBM�TUBUJTUJDT�>

Welfare regimes

�����4PDJBM�EFNPDSBUJD
�����$POTFSWBUJWF
�����4PVUI�&VSPQFBO
     Liberal

p = 0.09
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DPOEJUJPOT�PG�ZPVOH�BEVMUT�UP�IPX�UIF�DPOUFYU�°�JO�UFSNT�PG�JOTUJUVUJPOBM�DPOTUSBJOUT�
BOE�PQQPSUVOJUJFT�BT�XFMM�BT�TPDJP�DVMUVSBM�FYQFDUBUJPOT�BOE�QSFGFSFODFT�°�TIBQFT�
FNFSHJOH�IPVTJOH�DBSFFST��5IF�FDPOPNJD�DPOEJUJPO�PG�ZPVOH�BEVMUT�XBT�FYBNJOFE�
NPSF� JO� UFSNT�PG� B� DPOUSPM� WBSJBCMF� JO� VOEFSTUBOEJOH� UP�XIBU� FYUFOU� UIJT� DPVME�
explain young adults’ housing outcomes. 

5IF�LFZ�JOEJDBUPS�VTFE�XBT�UIF�OBUJPOBM�ZPVUI�VOFNQMPZNFOU�SBUFT�GPS�UIPTF�
BHFE����UP�����5IF�NFBTVSF�XBT�FYBNJOFE�BHBJOTU�PWFSBMM�MFWFMT�PG�TFNJ�EFQFOEFOU�
IPVTJOH�BT�FDPOPNJD�DBQBDJUZ�XPVME�CF�FYQFDUFE�UP�JO¿VFODF�XIFUIFS�JOEFQFOEFOU�
MJWJOH�XBT�BDIJFWFE�BOE�MFTT�UIF�TQFDJ¾D�UZQF�PG�TFNJ�EFQFOEFOU�BMUFSOBUJWF�°�DP�
SFTJEFODF�PS�TIBSFE�°�JUTFMG�NPSF�B�SF¿FDUJPO�PG�UIF�QBSUJDVMBS�TPDJP�DVMUVSBM
�XFMGBSF�
BOE�IPVTJOH�TZTUFN�DPOUFYU��5IF�SFTVMUT�	TFF�'JHVSF����
�TIPX�IJHIFS�SBUFT�PG�ZPVUI�
VOFNQMPZNFOU�SFMBUJOH�UP�IJHIFS�QSPQPSUJPOT�PG�ZPVOH�BEVMUT�JO�FJUIFS�DP�SFTJEFODF�
PS�TIBSFE�MJWJOH��)PXFWFS
�XJUI�UIF�DPSSFMBUJPO�IBWJOH�B�Q�WBMVF�PG������UIF�SFTVMUT�
EP�OPU�DMFBSMZ�TIPX�TUBUJTUJDBM�TJHOJ¾DBODF���'VSUIFSNPSF
�XJUI�BO�R2 of 0.21, a large 
majority of the variance remains unexplained by the economic indicator. At best, it 
BQQFBST�UIBU�UIF�NFBTVSF�PG�FDPOPNJD�DBQBDJUZ�IBT�B�WFSZ�NBSHJOBM�DPSSFMBUJPO�XJUI�
attaining independent living and this underscores the importance of considering 
other contextual factors.  Looking at the scatterplot distribution, there further 
BQQFBST� UP� CF� TPNF� HSPVQJOH� PG� DPVOUSJFT� CBTFE� PO�XFMGBSF� SFHJNF� UZQPMPHJFT�
	EJTQMBZFE�XJUI�EJGGFSFOU�TZNCPMT
��5IF�MPX�FYQMBOBUPSZ�QPXFS�BOE�QBSUJBM�SFHJNF�
clustering supports the contention that, beyond economic capacity, other factors 
DIBSBDUFSJTJOH�UIF�JOTUJUVUJPOBM�BOE�TPDJP�DVMUVSBM�DPOUFYU�PG�UIF�EJGGFSFOU�XFMGBSF�
regimes may have an impact on young people’s housing.

Welfare regimes and semi-dependent housing

8FMGBSF� TUBUF� DPO¾HVSBUJPOT� DBO� IBWF� JNQPSUBOU� FGGFDUT� PO� DPOTUSBJOUT� BOE�
PQQPSUVOJUJFT�GBDFE�CZ�ZPVOH�BEVMUT�BT�XFMM�BT�UIF�OPSNBUJWF�FYQFDUBUJPOT�PG�UIFJS�
QBUIXBZ� EFDJTJPOT�� 8FMGBSF� SFHJNFT� JO¿VFODF� UIF� SFMBUJWF� HFOFSPTJUZ� PG� TUBUF�
support that can enable economic stability needed for accessing housing and 
overall independence during early adulthood, and is strongly linked to underlying 
TPDJP�DVMUVSBM�FYQFDUBUJPOT�PG�JOEFQFOEFODF�BOE�PS�SFMJBODF�PO�GBNJMZ�WFSTVT�TUBUF�
or market support (Matznetter and Mundt 2012). Looking at patterns of housing 
TUBUVT� JO� SFMBUJPO� UP� UIF� GPVS�DPNNPO�XFMGBSF� SFHJNF�DMBTTJ¾DBUJPOT� 	5BCMF����
�
IFMQT� UP� VOUBOHMF� QPUFOUJBM� SFMBUJPOT� CFUXFFO�XFMGBSF� DPO¾HVSBUJPOT� BOE� TFNJ�
dependent housing.  

4PDJBM� EFNPDSBUJD�� 5IF� TPDJBM� EFNPDSBUJD� XFMGBSF� SFHJNF
� FYFNQMJ¾FE� CZ�
TFMFDUFE�4DBOEJOBWJBO�DPVOUSJFT
� SFQSFTFOUT�B�TUSPOH�XFMGBSF�TUBUF�TZTUFN�XIFSF�
entitlements are more universalistic and less contingent on individual need or 
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DJSDVNTUBODFT�	&TQJOH�"OEFSTFO�����
��4UBUF�TVQQPSU�SFEVDFT�SFMJBODF�PO�GBNJMZ�
MFBEJOH�UP�B�TUSPOHFS�PSJFOUBUJPO�UPXBSET�IPVTFIPME�BVUPOPNZ�	&TQJOH�"OEFSTFO�
1990). The tertiary education system based on vocational training provides 
FBTJFS� BDDFTT� UP� MBCPVS�NBSLFUT
� BMUIPVHI� TUSPOH� QSPUFDUJPO� PG� TFOJPS� XPSLFST�
partly dampens this for young entrants (Buchmann and Kriesi 2011). In terms 
PG�IPVTJOH
�JOTUJUVUJPOBM�TVQQPSU�BOE�DVMUVSBM�OPSNT�GPTUFS�FBSMJFS�IPNF�MFBWJOH�
BOE� UIFSFGPSF� MPXFS� SBUFT� PG� DP�SFTJEFODF� BNPOH� ZPVOH� BEVMUT� 	.BOEJD� ����
��
5SBEJUJPOBMMZ
� QVCMJD� IPVTJOH� BMMPXFE� GPS� NPSF� JOEFQFOEFOU� MJWJOH
� BMUIPVHI�
SFDFOU� SFTJEVBMJTBUJPO�PG� UIJT� TFDUPS� 	$ISJTUPQIFST�����

�NFBOT� UIBU� BDDFTT�IBT�
EFDSFBTFE�GPS�ZPVOHFS�HFOFSBUJPOT���5IF�EFTDSJQUJWF�SFTVMUT�GSPN�UIF�&6�4*-$�EBUB�
	5BCMF����B
�TFFN�UP�TVQQPSU�UIFTF�EZOBNJDT�XJUI�UIF�MPXFTU�MFWFMT�PG�QBSFOUBM�DP�
SFTJEFODF�BNPOH�TPDJBM�EFNPDSBUJD�DPVOUSJFT
�SF¿FDUJOH�UIF�ZPVOHFS�IPNF�MFBWJOH�
DVMUVSF�BOE�UIF�TVQQPSU�GPS�BVUPOPNZ�UISPVHI�TUBUF�XFMGBSF��4JODF�¿VDUVBUJPOT�JO�
FDPOPNJD�DPOEJUJPOT�BSF�UFNQFSFE�CZ�QVCMJD�TVQQPSU
�B�MPXFS�MJLFMJIPPE�PG�SFUVSOT�
UP�UIF�QBSFOUBM�IPNF�XPVME�BMTP�CF�FYQFDUFE��5IF�EBUB�GVSUIFS�TIPX�SFMBUJWFMZ�MPXFS�
SBUFT�PG�TIBSFE�MJWJOH�DPNQBSFE�UP�PUIFS�SFHJNF�UZQPMPHJFT
�MJLFMZ�B�SF¿FDUJPO�PG�
UIF�TBNF�QVCMJD�BTTJTUBODF�BMMPXJOH�HSFBUFS�JOEFQFOEFOU�MJWJOH��/POFUIFMFTT
�UIF�
EJTUJODUJPO�CBTFE�PO�XFMGBSF�SFHJNF�JT�JNQFSGFDU
�BT�JOUSBHSPVQ�WBSJBUJPO�SFNBJOT�
TJHOJ¾DBOU��8IFSFBT�'JOMBOE�EPFT�TIPX�UIF�MPXFTU�TIBSFE�MJWJOH�SBUFT�PVU�PG�UIF�
&6���DPVOUSJFT
�%FONBSL�BOE�4XFEFO�SBUIFS�IBWF�NFEJVN�SBUFT�BOE�OPU� MPXFS�
than several conservative countries.

Liberal.�5IF�MJCFSBM�XFMGBSF�SFHJNF�DIBSBDUFSJTUJD�PG�UIF�6,�BOE�PUIFS�"OHMP�
4BYPO� DPVOUSJFT
� JT� BMTP� PSJFOUFE� UPXBSET� UIF� JOEJWJEVBM� CVU� JT� HVJEFE� CZ� UIF�
QSJODJQMF� PG� UIF� NBSLFU� XJUI� QVCMJD� CFOF¾UT� UBSHFUFE� POMZ� BU� UIF� NPTU� OFFEZ�
UISPVHI� NFBOT�UFTUJOH� 	&TQJOH�"OEFSTFO� ������ .BU[OFUUFS� BOE� .VOEU� ����
��
*OEJWJEVBM�TFMG�SFMJBODF�BOE�XFBLFS�UJFT�UP�GBNJMZ�BSF�GPTUFSFE�XIJDI�NPUJWBUF�FBSMJFS�
BEVMUIPPE�USBOTJUJPOT
�TVDI�BT�IPNF�MFBWJOH
�BMUIPVHI�XJUIPVU�UIF�TUBUF�TVQQPSU�
of social democratic regimes protecting against economic and labour uncertainty. 
-BCPVS� NBSLFU� FOUSZ� JT� SFMBUJWFMZ� FBSMZ� BMUIPVHI� UIF� MJNJUFE� TBGFUZ�OFU� NFBOT�
subsequent setbacks are also common (Buchmann and Kriesi 2011). In terms 
PG�UIF�SPMF�PG�TFNJ�EFQFOEFOU�IPVTJOH
�UIF�EFTDSJQUJWF�SFTVMUT�	5BCMF����B
�TIPX�
NFEJVN�DP�SFTJEFODF�MFWFMT�JO�UIF�6,�MZJOH�CFUXFFO�UIF�MPX�TPDJBM�EFNPDSBUJD�BOE�
IJHI�TPVUIFSO�&VSPQFBO�SBUFT��"MUIPVHI�JU�JT�JNQPTTJCMF�XJUI�UIF�FYJTUJOH�EBUB�UP�
TFQBSBUF�UIF�UZQF�PG�DP�SFTJEFODF
�UIF�¾OEJOHT�TVQQPSU�FYQFDUBUJPOT�PG�B�OPSN�PG�
FBSMJFS�IPNF�MFBWJOH
�IPXFWFS
�XJUI�B�DPNCJOBUJPO�PG�IJHIFS�FDPOPNJD�JOTUBCJMJUZ�
BOE�MBDL�PG�QVCMJD�BTTJTUBODF�XIJDI�XPVME�MFBE�UP�NPSF�SFUVSOT�	J�F��CPPNFSBOH�
kids). Looking at sharing, the liberal case of the UK clearly stands out as having the 
IJHIFTU�SBUFT�XJUI�OFBSMZ�POF�JO�UFO����UP����ZFBS�PMET�JO�TIBSFE�MJWJOH��5IJT�TVQQPSUT�
UIF�BTTVNQUJPO�UIBU�UIF�OPSNBUJWF�QVTI�UP�MFBWF�IPNF�FBSMZ�DPVQMFE�XJUI�MPXFS�
MFWFMT�PG�KPC�TFDVSJUZ�PS�QVCMJD�BTTJTUBODF
�BT�XFMM�BT�BSHVBCMZ�B�DVMUVSBM�BDDFQUBODF�



(a)             2005-2011 averages

    Co-residence Shared  Independent 

4PDJBM�%FNPDSBUJD
Denmark   14.65%  3.67%  81.68%
Finland   19.67%  1.20%  79.14%
4XFEFO� � � ������� � ������ � ������

 Social Democratic Average  17.72%  3.30%  78.98%

�	4UBOEBSE�%FWJBUJPO
� � ����� � ����� � ����

$POTFSWBUJWF
Austria   43.55%  4.50%  51.95%
Belgium   38.02%  5.53%  56.45%
Germany   40.42%  2.75%  56.83%
France   29.81%  2.52%  67.68%
Luxembourg   44.37%  1.99%  53.64%
Netherlands   30.06%  5.28%  64.66%
Conservative Average  35.60%  3.16%  61.25%

	4UBOEBSE�%FWJBUJPO
� � ����� � ����� � ����

4PVUIFSO�&VSPQF
4QBJO� � � ������� � ������ � ������
Greece   57.10%  4.94%  37.96%
Italy    57.09%  4.01%  38.90%
Portugal   56.71%  4.59%  38.69%
Southern European Average 55.47%  5.29%  39.23%

	4UBOEBSE�%FWJBUJPO
� � ����� � ����� � ����

Liberal
UK    39.23%  9.79%  50.97%
Liberal Regime Average  39.23%  9.79%  50.97%

 
(b)

ANOVA      Outcome:

    Co-residence Shared  Independent
    '� 4JH�� '� 4JH�� '� 4JH�

#FUXFFO�8FMGBSF�3FHJNFT� � ������� ����� ������ ������ ������ ����

Linear Regression   
    ȕ� 4JH�� ȕ� 4JH�� ȕ� 4JH�
Welfare Regime 
	3FG��$POTFSWBUJWF


4PDJBM�%FNPDSBUJD�������������� � ������������������ ������� ������ ��������� ����
4PVUIFSO�&VSPQFBO��������� �� ������� ����� ������ ������ �������� ����
-JCFSBM� � ��������������� ������ ������ ������� ������ ������� �����

R2 value               .917**             .642*                   .933**

%BUB�TPVSDF��&VSPTUBU�&6�4*-$������������������������ � � �������Q���������Q����� 

5BCMF������)PVTJOH�TUBUVT�PG�������ZFBS�PMET�CZ�DPVOUSZ���XFMGBSF�SFHJNF�	&64*-$����������
�
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PG�OPO�GBNJMZ� TIBSJOH� 	BU� MFBTU� JO� DPNQBSJTPO� UP�NPSF� DPOTFSWBUJWF� BOE� GBNJMZ�
PSJFOUFE�SFHJNFT�JO�TPVUIFSO�&VSPQF

�XPVME�SFTVMU�JO�NPSF�ZPVOH�BEVMUT�SFTPSUJOH�
to shared arrangements.

$POTFSWBUJWF��The conservative regime – including Germany, France, Belgium 

and in most cases, the Netherlands – is characterised by a stronger orientation 

UPXBSET� UIF� GBNJMZ�XJUI�TPNF�TUBUVT�CBTFE�TPDJBM�CFOF¾UT� DIBOOFMMFE
� UZQJDBMMZ
�
UISPVHI�UIF�IFBE�PG�IPVTFIPME�	&TQJOH�"OEFSTFO�����
��5IF�WPDBUJPOBMMZ�PSJFOUFE�
education system makes labour market entry smoother and more stable, although 

young people often stay longer in school. The regime’s institutional context tends 

UP�TUSFOHUIFO�GBNJMZ�UJFT�BOE�SFTVMUT�JO�TPNFXIBU�MBUFS�IPNF�MFBWJOH�BOE�B�MPXFS�
QSFWBMFODF�PG�OPO�USBEJUJPOBM�GBNJMJFT�	BMCFJU�XJUI�'SBODF�BT�FYDFQUJPO
�	#VDINBOO�
BOE�,SJFTJ�����
��5IF�EFTDSJQUJWF�¾OEJOHT�	5BCMF����B
�TIPX�JOUFSNFEJBUF�BWFSBHF�
SBUFT�PG�CPUI�DP�SFTJEFODF�BOE�TIBSFE�MJWJOH�BNPOH�UIF�DPOTFSWBUJWF�DBTFT�SF¿FDUJOH�
UIF�SPMF�PG�TFNJ�EFQFOEFOU�IPVTJOH�JO�B�TZTUFN�UIBU�GBMMT�CFUXFFO�TPDJBM�EFNPDSBUJD�
BOE�TPVUIFSO�&VSPQFBO�FYUSFNFT��5IJT�SF¿FDUT�B�TUSPOHFS�SPMF�PG�UIF�GBNJMZ�UIBO�JO�
UIF�/PSEJD�DPVOUSJFT�BOE�B�HSFBUFS�TPDJP�DVMUVSBM�BDDFQUBODF�PG�MBUFS�IPNF�MFBWJOH�
BOE�DP�SFTJEFODF��5IFSF�JT�BMTP
�QPUFOUJBMMZ
�UIF�SF¿FDUJPO�PG�B�DBUIPMJD�QSPUFTUBOU�
divide in approaches to familialism (see Iacovou 2004), albeit not as engrained as 

in southern Europe. 

/FWFSUIFMFTT
�UIF�EBUB�TVHHFTUT�TVCTUBOUJBM�JOUSB�HSPVQ�WBSJBUJPO�XIFO�MPPLJOH�
BU�BMM�UISFF�IPVTJOH�PVUDPNFT�	BT�DPO¾SNFE�CZ�UIF�IJHIFS�TUBOEBSE�EFWJBUJPO�WBMVFT
�
XJUI� 'SBODF
� -VYFNCPVSH� BOE
� UP� B� MFTTFS� FYUFOU
� (FSNBOZ� IBWJOH� MPXFS� UIBO�
expected shared living rates. This variation is not unexpected due to the fact that 

conservative countries present a large block of cases that include quite a substantial 

BNPVOU�PG�XJUIJO�HSPVQ�WBSJBUJPO
�FTQFDJBMMZ�JO�UFSNT�PG�IPVTJOH�TZTUFNT�PS�QVCMJD�
IPVTJOH�QPMJDZ�NBLJOH�JU�IBSEFS�UP�QSFEJDU�UIF�PVUDPNFT�GPS�DP�SFTJEFODF
�TIBSJOH�
and independent living. Germany, for example, is generally characterised by a large 

BOE� BGGPSEBCMF� SFOUBM� TFDUPS�XIJMF� PUIFS� DPVOUSJFT� IBWF� MFTT� BDDFTTJCMF� IPVTJOH�
NBSLFUT� PS� TUSPOHFS� JEFPMPHJDBM� BOE� JOTUJUVUJPOBM� TVQQPSU� GPS� IPNFPXOFSTIJQ�
(Ronald 2008). This could have contrasting effects on the likelihood of leaving the 

QBSFOUBM�IPNF�FBSMJFS�	NBEF�FBTJFS�XIFSF�BGGPSEBCMF�IPVTJOH�JT�BWBJMBCMF
�PS�UP�PQU�
GPS�TFNJ�EFQFOEFOU�IPVTJOH�BSSBOHFNFOUT�	XIFSF�BGGPSEBCMF�SFOUBM�JT�OPU�QMFOUJGVM�
BOE�QSFGFSFODFT�GPS�IPNFPXOFSTIJQ�SFTVMU� JO� JODSFBTFE�EFTJSF�UP�TBWF�GPS�GVUVSF�
QSPQFSUZ� JOWFTUNFOU
� UIVT� SF¿FDUFE� JO� UIF� IJHIFS� JOUSB�HSPVQ� WBSJBUJPO� BNPOH�
conservative cases.

4PVUIFSO�&VSPQFBO� An additional regime type subsequently proposed is the 

TPVUIFSO�&VSPQFBO�WBSJBOU�	JODMVEJOH�(SFFDF
�*UBMZ
�4QBJO�BOE�1PSUVHBM

�XIJDI�MJLF�
UIF�DPOTFSWBUJWF�SFHJNF�SF¿FDUT�TUSPOH�GBNJMZ�UJFT�BMUIPVHI�UP�BO�FWFO�HSFBUFS�FYUFOU�
BOE�GVSUIFS�DIBSBDUFSJTFE�CZ�MPX�MFWFMT�PG�TUBUF�XFMGBSF�QSPWJTJPO�	&TQJOH�"OEFSTPO�
������'FSSFSB�����
��*O�UIFTF�DPVOUSJFT
�UIF�IPVTFIPME�	NBMF
�CSFBEXJOOFS�CFOF¾UT�
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GSPN�SFMBUJWFMZ�TUSPOHFS�FNQMPZNFOU�QSPUFDUJPO�BOE�QFOTJPOT�XJUI�XFMGBSF�TVQQPSU�
NBJOMZ� EJTUSJCVUFE� °� BOE� BDDFTTFE� °� UISPVHI� UIF� GBNJMZ� BOE� LJOTIJQ� OFUXPSLT�
rather than via market or state institutions. The result is the delay of all major 
USBOTJUJPO�NBSLFST�UP�BEVMUIPPE
�TVDI�BT�DPNQMFUJPO�PG�TDIPPMJOH�PS�IPNF�MFBWJOH
�
BOE� EJG¾DVMUJFT� JO� KPC�FOUSZ� GVSUIFS� DPNQMJDBUFE� CZ� QSPUFDUFE� MBCPVS� NBSLFUT�
	#BSBOPXTLB�BOE�(FCFM�������#SFFO�������(BOHM
�.VMMFS
�BOE�3BGGF�����
��5IF�
&6�4*-$�EBUB�	5BCMF����B
�SFWFBMFE�UIF�IJHIFTU�MFWFMT�PG�TFNJ�EFQFOEFOU�IPVTJOH�
BNPOH�ZPVOH�BEVMUT�XJUI�FTQFDJBMMZ�IJHI�DP�SFTJEFODF�SBUFT�SF¿FDUJOH�UIF�TUSPOHMZ�
engrained reliance on the family for assistance (see Mandic 2008). Although it 
XPVME� CF� BOUJDJQBUFE� UIBU� UIF� DPOUJOVFE� JOUFSDPOOFDUJPO� PG� IPNF�MFBWJOH� XJUI�
GBNJMZ� GPSNBUJPO� BOE� TUSPOH� FYQFDUBUJPO� PG� IPNFPXOFSTIJQ� 	#VDINBOO� BOE�
,SJFTJ� ����
�XPVME� SFTVMU� JO� UIF� MPXFTU� MFWFMT�PG�OPO�GBNJMZ� TIBSFE�IPVTFIPMET
�
UIJT�JT�OPU�DMFBSMZ�SF¿FDUFE�JO�UIF�EBUB��5IF�TPVUIFSO�&VSPQFBO�DPVOUSJFT�TFFN�UP�
SBUIFS�QPSUSBZ�NFEJVN�TIBSJOH�MFWFMT�BNPOH�ZPVOH�BEVMUT
�XIJMF�4QBJO�BQQFBST�BT�
B�QBSUJBM�PVUMJFS�XJUI�SFMBUJWFMZ�IJHI�SBUFT��5IF�LFZ�MJNJUBUJPO�PG�UIF�EBUB
�IPXFWFS
�JT�
UIBU�TPNF�DBTFT�PG�MJWJOH�XJUI�PUIFS�SFMBUJWFT�BSF�JODMVEFE�BT�TIBSFE�MJWJOH�8  Whereas 
MJWJOH�XJUI�BO�FYUFOEFE�GBNJMZ�NFNCFS�XPVME�CF�MFTT�MJLFMZ�JO�OPSUIFSO�&VSPQFBO�
DPVOUSJFT�UIBO�TIBSJOH�XJUI�GSJFOET�IPVTFNBUFT
�JO�TUSPOHMZ�GBNJMJBMJTU�DPVOUSJFT
�
TVDI�BT�JO�TPVUIFSO�&VSPQF
�LJOTIJQ�OFUXPSLT�FYUFOE�CFZPOE�UIF�OVDMFBS�GBNJMZ�
NPSF�DPNNPOMZ�BOE�UIFSFGPSF�UIF�IJHIFS�SBUFT�NBZ�QBSUMZ�SF¿FDU�MJWJOH�XJUI�NPSF�
distant relatives.

Welfare regimes as explanatory factor

*O� FWBMVBUJOH� XIFUIFS� UIF� WBSJBUJPO� BDSPTT� XFMGBSF� SFHJNF� HSPVQJOHT� XBT�
TUBUJTUJDBMMZ�TJHOJ¾DBOU
�"/07"�UFTUT�XFSF�DBSSJFE�PVU�TFQBSBUFMZ�GPS�FBDI�IPVTJOH�
PVUDPNF� QSPQPSUJPO�� � 5IF� "/07"� DPO¾SNFE� UIBU� UIFSF� XFSF� TUBUJTUJDBMMZ�
TJHOJ¾DBOU���EJGGFSFODFT�CFUXFFO�UIF�XFMGBSF�SFHJNF�HSPVQT�GPS�DP�SFTJEFODF��	p���
0.01), independent (p�������

�BOE�TIBSFE�MJWJOH�SBUFT�	p ������
�	TFF�5BCMF����C
��
8IFSFBT� UIFSF� XBT� PWFSBMM� TUBUJTUJDBM� TJHOJ¾DBODF� JO� EJGGFSFODFT� BDSPTT� XFMGBSF�
regimes, running simple linear regressions9�°�OPUXJUITUBOEJOH�UIF�TNBMM�TBNQMF�
°�IFMQT�FWBMVBUF�UIF�FYUFOU�UIBU�EJGGFSJOH�XFMGBSF�SFHJNFT�TUBUJTUJDBMMZ�SFMBUF�UP�UIF�

�� J�F��TJCMJOHT�BOE�PS�HSBOEQBSFOUT�XIFO�QBSFOUT�BSF�OPU�UIFSF
�BVOUT�BOE�VODMFT�XIFO�CPUI�
parents and grandparents are not present.

�� 1PTU�IPD�UFTUT�TVDI�BT�5VLFZ�,SBNFS�PS�(BNFT�)PXFMM�XFSF�OPU�VTFE�BT�UIF�6,�SFQSFTFOUT�
UIF� POMZ� -JCFSBM� DBTF�� "�."/07"�XBT� DBSSJFE� PVU� JODMVEJOH� CPUI� TIBSJOH� BOE� DP�SFTJEFODF�
QSPQPSUJPOT�BT�UIF�EFQFOEFOU�WBSJBCMFT��5IF�SFTVMUT�PG�UIF�."/07"�DPSSPCPSBUFE�UIF�TJHOJ¾DBOU�
"/07"�SFTVMUT�	Q����������8JMLTµ�����������QBSUJBM����������

�IPXFWFS
�UIFSF�XFSF�TPNF�JTTVFT�
XJUI�UIF�BTTVNQUJPO�PG�MJOFBSJUZ�BOE�UIF�TFQBSBUF�"/07"T�XFSF�EFFNFE�NPSF�BQQSPQSJBUF�
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UISFF�PVUDPNFT��$PNQBSFE�UP�UIF�DPOTFSWBUJWF�SFHJNF�DPVOUSJFT
�TPDJBM�EFNPDSBUJD�
BOE�TPVUIFSO�&VSPQFBO�DPOUFYUT�EP�JOEFFE�DPSSFMBUF�XJUI�IJHIFS�BOE�MPXFS�SBUFT�
PG� JOEFQFOEFOU� MJWJOH�SFTQFDUJWFMZ�XIJMF� UIF�PQQPTJUF�IPMET� USVF�GPS�QBSFOUBM�DP�
SFTJEFODF�� �8IFSFBT� UIF� MJCFSBM� SFHJNF� SF¿FDUT� JOUFSNFEJBSZ� WBMVFT� UIBU� BSF� OPU�
statistically different from the conservative cases. Finally, only the liberal regime 
TIPXT� B� TUBUJTUJDBMMZ� TJHOJ¾DBOU� DPSSFMBUJPO� XJUI� TIBSFE� MJWJOH�� 8IJMF� TPNF�
DPSSFMBUJPO�JT�FWJEFODFE��CFUXFFO�XFMGBSF�SFHJNF�UZQPMPHJFT�BOE��IPVTJOH�TUBUVT
�
UIF�FYQMBOBUPSZ�QPXFS�SFNBJOT�MJNJUFE�JO�UFSNT�PG�UIF�UZQF�PG�IPVTJOH�BSSBOHFNFOU��
"CTPMVUF�MFWFMT�PG�TFNJ�EFQFOEFOU�IPVTJOH�	BOE�JO�DPVOUFSQBSU�UPUBM�JOEFQFOEFOU�
MJWJOH�SBUFT
�EP�DPSSFMBUF�RVJUF�XFMM�XJUI�XFMGBSF�SFHJNF�HSPVQJOHT
�IPXFWFS
�UIJT�
JT� QSJODJQBMMZ� BTTPDJBUFE� XJUI� DP�SFTJEFODF� MFWFMT� BT� UIF� MBSHFTU� QSPQPSUJPO�� *O�
terms of shared living, the pattern is only partly related to regime typologies. The 
IJHIFTU�MFWFM�PG�TIBSJOH�JT�JOEFFE�GPVOE�JO�UIF�MJCFSBM�DBTF�PG�UIF�6,
�XIJDI�XPVME�
NBUDI� UIF�BTTVNFE�DPSSFMBUJPO�PG� MPX� GBNJMJBMJTN
�FBSMZ�IPNF�MFBWJOH�BOE� MBDL�
of state support. Furthermore, the stronger state support in the social democratic 
DPVOUSJFT�EPFT�TFFN�UP�DPSSFMBUF�XJUI�MPXFS�MJLFMJIPPET�PG�TIBSFE�MJWJOH
�IPXFWFS
�
TFWFSBM�TPVUIFSO�&VSPQFBO�DBTFT�SF¿FDU�IJHIFS�UIBO�FYQFDUFE�MFWFMT��'JOBMMZ
�IJHIFS�
JOUSB�DMVTUFS�WBSJBUJPO�GPS�TIBSJOH�SBUFT�VOEFSNJOFT�UIF�QSFEJDUJWF�QPXFS�PG�XFMGBSF�
SFHJNF�DMBTTJ¾DBUJPOT
�BT�GVSUIFS�SF¿FDUFE�JO�UIF�SFHSFTTJPO�NPEFM�R2 values.

%FTQJUF�UIF�MJNJUFE�FYQMBOBUPSZ�QPXFS�JO�TIBSJOH�QSPQFOTJUJFT
�XFMGBSF�SFHJNFT�
do appear correlated to overall levels of young adults attaining independent living. 
Whereas economic capacity most certainly plays a role in gaining independence, 
UIFSF�JT�FWJEFODF�UIBU�UIJT�NBZ�CF�NPEFSBUFE�CZ�UIF�XFMGBSF�DPOUFYU��JO�PUIFS�XPSET
�
IPX� IPVTJOH� GVODUJPOT� JO� UIF� XFMGBSF�NJY�� *O� SFDPOTJEFSJOH� UIF� TDBUUFSQMPU� PG�
VOFNQMPZNFOU�BOE�TFNJ�EFQFOEFOU�SBUFT�	'JHVSF����

�UIF�BQQBSFOU�HSPVQJOH�PG�
WBMVFT�BMPOH�XFMGBSF�SFHJNFT�IJOUT�BU�UIJT�SFMBUJPOTIJQ���5IF�TDBUUFSQMPU�JOEJDBUFT�
MPXFS� UIBO�FYQFDUFE� MFWFMT�PG�TFNJ�EFQFOEFOU�IPVTJOH�XJUIJO�TPDJBM�EFNPDSBUJD�
DPVOUSJFT�	BT�XFMM�BT�'SBODF
�DPNQBSFE�UP�ZPVUI�VOFNQMPZNFOU
�MJLFMZ�SF¿FDUJOH�
the buffering role of state support. On the other hand, southern European countries 
	BMPOH�XJUI�"VTUSJB�BOE�QBSUMZ�-VYFNCPVSH�BOE�UIF�6,
�TFFN�UP�PWFS�SFQSFTFOU�
TFNJ�EFQFOEFOU�SBUFT�DPNQBSFE�UP�VOFNQMPZNFOU
�MJLFMZ�JOEJDBUJWF�PG�UIF�MPXFS�
MFWFMT� PG� TUBUF� TVQQPSU� BOE�PS� TUSPOHFS� TPDJP�DVMUVSBM� FYQFDUBUJPOT� PG� GBNJMJBM�
support.  

8IJMF�XFMGBSF�SFHJNF�NJHIU�TPNFXIBU�NPEFSBUF�FDPOPNJD�DBQBDJUZ�JO�BUUBJOJOH�
JOEFQFOEFOU�IPVTJOH�BOE�UIF�MJLFMJIPPE�PG�DP�SFTJEFODF
�UIF�SFTVMUT�JOEJDBUF�JU�POMZ�
QBSUMZ�FYQMBJOT�UIF�SPMF�PG�TQFDJ¾D�UZQFT�PG�TFNJ�EFQFOEFOU�IPVTJOH��4JODF�XFMGBSF�
SFHJNFT�TIPX�B�MPU�PG�JOUFSOBM�WBSJBUJPO�JO�IPVTJOH�SFMBUFE�XFMGBSF�TZTUFNT�	,FNFOZ�
2001), it is likely that housing system factors might further explain variation in 
young adults’ propensity to share as discussed in the subsequent section.
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Housing systems and semi-dependent housing

A crucial element affecting the likelihood of entering shared living (at least for 
FDPOPNJD�SFBTPOT
� JT� UIF�OBUVSF�PG� UIF�SFOUBM�TFDUPS�XJUIJO�XIJDI�NPTU�TIBSJOH�
PDDVST��"O�JOEJDBUPS�PG�SFOUBM�IPVTJOH�BGGPSEBCJMJUZ�XBT�UBLFO�BT�B�LFZ�NFBTVSF�BT�
it captures the major barrier in accessing independent rental housing. Figure 3.3 
TIPXT�UIF�DPSSFMBUJPO�CFUXFFO�UIF�SBUJP�PG�BWFSBHF�BOOVBM�QSJWBUF�SFOU�UP�NFEJBO�
FRVJWBMJTFE�JODPNF�BOE�QSPQPSUJPOT�PG�������ZFBS�PMET�JO�TIBSFE�MJWJOH��

5IF�SFTVMUT�TIPX�BO�JNQSFTTJWF�DPSSFMBUJPO�CFUXFFO�UIF�UXP�GBDUPST�XJUI�MPXFS�
BGGPSEBCJMJUZ�JO�SFOUBM�SFMBUJOH�UP�IJHIFS�QSPQPSUJPOT�PG�TIBSJOH��5IF�UXP�WBSJBCMFT�
BSF�IJHIMZ�DPSSFMBUFE�XJUI�BO�R2�PG�PWFS�����UIBU�JT�TUSPOHMZ�TJHOJ¾DBOU��"MUIPVHI�
there is clearly a proportion of variance that remains unexplained relating to other 
FMFNFOUT�PG�UIF�JOTUJUVUJPOBM�BOE�TPDJP�DVMUVSBM�DPOUFYU
�UIJT�DPSSFMBUJPO�TVQQPSUT�UIF�
OPUJPO�UIBU�UIF�IPVTJOH�TZTUFN�DBO�IBWF�JNQPSUBOU�JO¿VFODFT�PO�UIF�SPMF�PG�TFNJ�
EFQFOEFOU� MJWJOH� CFZPOE�XFMGBSF� SFHJNF� DMBTTJ¾DBUJPOT� BOE� ZPVUI� FNQMPZNFOU�
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DPOEJUJPOT��8IJMF�XFMGBSF�SFHJNF�NJHIU�IFMQ�JO�FYQMBJOJOH�PWFSBMM�MFWFMT�PG�TFNJ�
EFQFOEFOU�IPVTJOH
�UIF�TQFDJ¾D�MJLFMJIPPE�PG�TIBSJOH�BQQFBST�EFQFOEFOU�PO�UIF�
conditions of rental housing affordability.

3.8 Discussion and Conclusion 

4PNF� JNQPSUBOU� DBWFBUT�OFFE� UP�CF�EFMJOFBUFE� JO� JOUFSQSFUJOH� UIF� TUVEZ� SFTVMUT��
'JSTUMZ
� UIF� EBUB� EPFT� OPU� BMMPX� BO� VOEFSTUBOEJOH� PG� TQFDJ¾D� NPUJWBUJPOT� GPS�
IPVTJOH� DIPJDFT� TVDI� BT�XIFUIFS� TIBSJOH� JT� VOEFSUBLFO� BT� B� MJGFTUZMF� DIPJDF� PS�
as an economic coping strategy. Nonetheless, looking at both gives insight into 
BSSBOHFNFOUT�XIFSF�TPNF�GPSN�PG�TIBSJOH�PG�SFTPVSDFT�PDDVST�XIFUIFS�FDPOPNJD�
PS�TPDJBM�°�JO�DPOUSBTU�UP�MJWJOH�JOEFQFOEFOUMZ��4FDPOEMZ
�&6�4*-$�EBUB�POMZ�JODMVEFT�
IPVTFIPME�NFNCFST�XIP�SFTJEF�MPOHFS�UIBO���NPOUIT�BOE�UIFSFGPSF�UIF�BOBMZTJT�
FYDMVEFT�WFSZ�TIPSU�UFSN�DP�SFTJEFODF�PS�TIBSJOH��UIVT�MJLFMZ�VOEFSFTUJNBUJOH�UPUBM�
TFNJ�EFQFOEFODF�MFWFMT�BT�QSFWJPVT�SFTFBSDI�IBT�JEFOUJ¾FE�DPNNPO�QSBDUJDFT�PG�
UFNQPSBSZ� TIBSJOH� 	J�F�� ´DPVDI� TVS¾OHµ
�XIFSF� PUIFS� BWFOVFT� PG� TUBUF� PS� GBNJMZ�
TVQQPSU�BSF�OPU�BWBJMBCMF�	.D-PVHIMJO�����
��5IJSEMZ
�UIF�TUVEZ�GPDVTFT�PO�XFMGBSF�
regime and housing system contexts and does not purport to look at an exhaustive 
MJTU�PG�QPUFOUJBM�GBDUPST��"EEJUJPOBM�EJNFOTJPOT�	J�F��EFNPHSBQIJD�DPNQPTJUJPO
�JO�
BOE�PVU�NJHSBUJPO
�NJHIU�BEE�FYQMBOBUPSZ�QPXFS�BOE
�XIJMF�OPU�XJUIJO�UIF�TDPQF�
of this research, could provide useful avenues of future elaboration. Fourthly, in 
DPNQBSJOH�XFMGBSF�DPOUFYUT
�UIF�6,�JT�UIF�POMZ�BWBJMBCMF�MJCFSBM�SFHJNF�FYBNQMF�
BWBJMBCMF�JO�UIF�EBUB��8IJMF�B�HSFBUFS�TBNQMF�PG�MJCFSBM�DPVOUSJFT�XPVME�CF�QSFGFSSFE
�
the UK case in the dataset does nonetheless provide a large sample. Finally, as 
NFOUJPOFE
�TIPSU�UFSN�¿VDUVBUJPOT�XPVME�IBWF�BO�JNQBDU�PO�IPVTJOH�PQUJPOT�PG�
younger cohorts, especially economic changes such as the recent crisis in Europe. 
While this is an interesting investigation that merits further research, this study 
chooses to focus on an initial understanding of the underlying variations across 
DPVOUSJFT�UISPVHI�FYBNJOJOH�BWFSBHF�IPVTJOH�PVUDPNFT�PWFS�B�NVMUJ�ZFBS�QFSJPE�
GSPN������UP�������8IJMF�UIFSF�BSF�TPNF�DMFBS�MJNJUBUJPOT�UP�TVDI�B�NBDSP�MFWFM�
BOBMZTJT
�UIF�FYQMPSBUPSZ�TUVEZ�QSFTFOUT�B�LFZ�JOJUJBM�BTTFTTNFOU�PG�UIF�SPMF�PG�TFNJ�
EFQFOEFOU�MJWJOH�BOE�FYQMBOBUJPOT�GPS�WBSJBUJPO�BDSPTT�&VSPQFBO�DPOUFYUT�XJUI�UIF�
BJN�PG�GPTUFSJOH�GVUVSF�SFTFBSDI�JOUP�TQFDJ¾D�IPVTJOH�BOE�DPOUFYUVBM�DPSSFMBUJPOT�

As this study exposes, it is apparent that the housing conditions and careers 
of young adults are more complex than have been presented in the standard 
IPVTJOH� MBEEFS�NPEFM
�XJUI�OPO�USBEJUJPOBM� ´JO�CFUXFFOµ�QIBTFT� JO� UIF�IPVTJOH�
DBSFFS�QMBZJOH�B�WFSZ� JNQPSUBOU�SPMF� GPS�NBOZ�ZPVOH�&VSPQFBOT��5IFTF�¾OEJOHT�
TFFN�UP�UJF�JO�XJUI�DPODFQUJPOT�PG�FNFSHJOH�BEVMUIPPE�QVU�GPSUI�CZ�"SOFUU�	����
�
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XIFSF� UIJT� QIBTF� JT� DIBSBDUFSJTFE� MFTT� CZ� USBEJUJPOBM�NBSLFST� PG� BEVMUIPPE� CVU�
rather the lengthy explorations of identity, lifestyle and career possibilities. Here, 
UIF� BUUBJONFOU� PG� JOEFQFOEFOU� IPVTJOH� JT� SFQMBDFE� CZ�NPSF� ¿FYJCMF
� BEBQUBCMF�
IPVTJOH�́ BSSBOHFNFOUTµ�TVDI�BT�TIBSFE�MJWJOH�BOE�QFSJPET�PG�QBSFOUBM�DP�SFTJEFODF��
'VSUIFSNPSF
� UIF� FDPOPNJD� TBWJOHT� GSPN� TFNJ�EFQFOEFOU� IPVTJOH� NBZ� BMMPX�
expressions of autonomy in other lifestyle spheres or facilitate better independent 
IPVTJOH�PQUJPOT�JO�UIF�GVUVSF��5IF�USFOE�UPXBSET�JODSFBTJOH�TFNJ�EFQFOEFOU�MJWJOH�
NBZ�BMTP� SF¿FDU� DIBOHJOH�IPVTJOH�BTQJSBUJPOT�BOE�QSJPSJUJFT
�XIJDI�BSF� GSBNFE�
XJUIJO�UIF�TDPQF�PG�TPDJFUBM�USBOTGPSNBUJPOT�TVDI�BT�UIF�JODSFBTJOH�JOEJWJEVBMJTFE�
risk and uncertainty characteristic of Beck’s (1992) second modernity. This may 
BMTP�TUSPOHMZ�SF¿FDU�TIJGUJOH�FDPOPNJD�BOE�MBCPVS�NBSLFU�DPOEJUJPOT�JO�SFDFOU�ZFBST�
UIBU�IBWF�FOIBODFE�UIF�QSFDBSJUZ�PG�FBSMZ�BEVMUIPPE
�XIJDI�IBWF�EFNBOEFE�UIBU�UIF�
MJOLT�CFUXFFO�BVUPOPNZ
�GBNJMZ�GPSNBUJPO�BOE�IPNF�CFDPNF�NPSF�¿FYJCMF�

The results of the analysis also highlight the continued diversity across 
&VSPQFBO� DPOUFYUT�� 5IF� FDPOPNJD
� TPDJP�DVMUVSBM� BOE� JOTUJUVUJPOBM� TFUUJOHT�
BQQFBS�UP�CF�JNQPSUBOU�JO�TUSVDUVSJOH�ZPVOH�BEVMUµT�IPVTJOH��XIFUIFS�JO�UFSNT�PG�
moulding expectations or the relative constraints and opportunities in attaining 
different housing outcomes.  In explaining diversity across the European contexts, 
various factors seem to relate to housing status differentiation. Economic capacity 
JT� BTTVNFE� DSJUJDBM� UP� UIF� BUUBJONFOU� PG� JOEFQFOEFOU� MJWJOH� BOE� XIJMF� ZPVUI�
VOFNQMPZNFOU�SBUFT�BSF�NBSHJOBMMZ�SFMBUFE�UP�MFWFMT�PG�TFNJ�EFQFOEFOU�IPVTJOH
�
much of the variance remains unexplained, pointing to the important mediating 
SPMF�PG�PUIFS�GBDUPST�TVDI�BT�UIF�XFMGBSF�SFHJNF�BOE�IPVTJOH�TZTUFN�

8FMGBSF� SFHJNF� DMBTTJ¾DBUJPOT� QSPWJEF� TPNF� GVSUIFS� JOTJHIU� JOUP� FYQMBJOJOH�
EJGGFSJOH� IPVTJOH� DPOEJUJPOT� PG� FNFSHJOH� BEVMUIPPE�� "CTPMVUF� MFWFMT� PG� TFNJ�
EFQFOEFOU� IPVTJOH� BOE� SBUFT� PG� JOEFQFOEFOU� MJWJOH� DPSSFMBUF� RVJUF� XFMM� XJUI�
XFMGBSF�SFHJNF�HSPVQJOHT
�IPXFWFS
�UIF�FYQMBOBUPSZ�QPXFS�PG�XFMGBSF�SFHJNFT�JO�
QSFEJDUJOH�UIF�´UZQFµ�PG�TFNJ�EFQFOEFOU�IPVTJOH�BOE�UIF�QSPQFOTJUZ�GPS�TIBSJOH�JT�
XFBLFS��/POFUIFMFTT
�MJCFSBM�SFHJNF�DPOUFYUT
�BT�FYFNQMJ¾FE�CZ�UIF�6,
�EP�BQQFBS�
to promote the highest rates of shared arrangements among young adults. This 
TVQQPSUT�UIF�BTTVNQUJPO�UIBU�FBSMJFS�IPNF�MFBWJOH�DPVQMFE�XJUI�VOTUBCMF�MBCPVS�
PQQPSUVOJUJFT
� MPXFS� TUBUF� TVQQPSU� BOE� MFTT� GBNJMJBM�PSJFOUBUJPO� JODSFBTFT� UIF�
MJLFMJIPPE�PG�TIBSJOH
�XIJMF�JO�TPDJBM�EFNPDSBUJD�DPVOUSJFT�XJUI�TUSPOHFS�BOE�NPSF�
VOJWFSTBMJTUJD�XFMGBSF�TVQQPSU
�MPXFS�SBUFT�PG�DP�SFTJEFODF�BOE�TIBSJOH�BSF�GPVOE��
0O�UIF�PUIFS�IBOE
�TPVUIFSO�&VSPQFBO�DPVOUSJFT�TIPX�IJHIFS�UIBO�FYQFDUFE�SBUFT�
PG� TIBSJOH� QFSIBQT� DBQUVSJOH� BSSBOHFNFOUT� PG� FYUFOEFE� LJOTIJQ� OFUXPSLT� BOE�
MJWJOH�XJUI�EJTUBOU�SFMBUJWFT��

*O� SFDPHOJTJOH� UIF� JNQFSGFDU� BMJHONFOU� PG� IPVTJOH� EZOBNJDT� BOE� XFMGBSF�
SFHJNF� UZQPMPHJFT
� IPVTJOH� TZTUFN� JOEJDBUPST� XFSF� BMTP� FYBNJOFE�� 5IF� SFTVMUT�
TIPXFE�B�TUSPOH�DPSSFMBUJPO�CFUXFFO�QSJWBUF�SFOUBM�BGGPSEBCJMJUZ�BOE�TIBSFE�MJWJOH�
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rates supporting arguments for the centrality of rental accessibility in attaining 
independent living outside the parental home for young adults. While not detracting 
GSPN�UIF�JNQPSUBOU�DPOUSJCVUJPO�PG�XFMGBSF�SFHJNF�UIFPSZ�UPXBSET�EFTDSJCJOH�UIF�
TPDJP�DVMUVSBM� BOE� JOTUJUVUJPOBM� DPOUFYUT� UIBU� NFEJBUF� ZPVOH� QFPQMFµT� IPVTJOH�
USBOTJUJPOT
�UIF�¾OEJOHT�QPJOU�UP�UIF�FTTFOUJBM�JNQPSUBODF�PG�DPOTJEFSJOH�IPVTJOH�
TZTUFN�TQFDJ¾DT�UIBU�EP�OPU�NBQ�DMFBSMZ�POUP�SFHJNF�DMBTTJ¾DBUJPOT��

0WFSBMM
� UIF� QBQFS� DPOUFOET� UIBU
� CFZPOE� TIPSU�UFSN� TPDJP�FDPOPNJD�
¿VDUVBUJPOT
� UIF� IPVTJOH� EZOBNJDT� PG� ZPVOH� BEVMUIPPE� BOE� UIF� SPMF� PG� TFNJ�
dependent housing arrangements are fundamentally mediated by the context of 
UIF�IPVTJOH�TZTUFN�BOE�XFMGBSF�SFHJNF��5IF�JOUFSBDUJPO�CFUXFFO�XFMGBSF�SFHJNFT�
BOE� IPVTJOH� TZTUFNT� IBT� CFFO� TUSPOHMZ� DPOUFTUFE� JO� SFDFOU� EFDBEFT� XJUI� UIF�
EFCBUF� GPDVTFE� PO� EJGGFSFODFT� CFUXFFO� SFOUBM� 	EVBMJTU
� BOE� PXOFS�PDDVQBUJPO�
(unitary) orientated systems (see Hoekstra 2003). These analyses have not, 
IPXFWFS
�DPOTJEFSFE�TPDJPFDPOPNJD�USBOTGPSNBUJPOT�BOE�UIFJS�JNQBDU�PO�IPVTJOH�
transitions and extended adolescence across social or regime contexts, although 
attention has recently turned to some extreme cases (e.g. Mackie 2012). Our 
SFTFBSDI
� XIJMF� FYQMPSBUPSZ
� QPJOUT� UP� JNQPSUBOU� DPNQBSBUJWF� EJGGFSFODFT� XJUI�
regards to the interaction of the market, family and state in the organisation, and 
TUBCJMJUZ�PG
�IPVTJOH�´MBEEFSTµ�BOE�USBOTJUJPOT���

3FHBSEMFTT� PG� UIF� EJWFSTJUZ� JO� SFMBUJWF� MFWFMT� PG� DP�SFTJEFODF� BOE� TIBSJOH�
BSSBOHFNFOUT
�UIF�¾OEJOHT�IJHIMJHIU�UIF�LFZ�SPMF�PG�TFNJ�	JO
EFQFOEFOU�IPVTJOH�
in the period of emerging adulthood. It further supports previous studies that 
SFDPHOJTF�JODSFBTJOHMZ�EJWFSTJ¾FE�BOE�DPNQMFY�USBOTJUJPOT�XIFSF�JO�CFUXFFO�QIBTFT�
BSF� B� TJHOJ¾DBOU� MJGF�TUBHF� JO� UIFJS� PXO� SJHIU�� GSBNFE� CZ� MFOHUIJFS� FYQMPSBUJPOT�
PG�JOEJWJEVBM�BVUPOPNZ�	"SOFUU�����
�BOE�HSPXJOH�QSFDBSJUZ�	#FDL�����
��8IJMF�
understanding of contemporary societal transformations have focused on 
JOUFOTJ¾FE�JOEJWJEVBMJTBUJPO
�PVS�SFTFBSDI�¾OEJOHT�QPJOU�SBUIFS�UP�B�DPOUFNQPSBSZ�
´SF�GBNJMJB[BUJPOµ�PG�MJWJOH�BSSBOHFNFOUT
�PS�BU�MFBTU�UIBU�UIFTF�UXP�QSPDFTTFT�BSF
�JO�
MJOF�XJUI�JOUFOTJ¾FE�OFP�MJCFSBMJTBUJPO�BOE�IPMMPXJOH�PVU�PG�XFMGBSF�TUBUFT�JO�NBOZ�
contexts, progressing together. Moreover, housing systems, norms and practices 
seem to be an important mediator of social transformation that frame propensities 
for prolonged singlehood and adolescence, the strength of and reliance on social 
OFUXPSLT
�BOE�UIF�SPMF�PG�LJOTIJQ�OFUXPSLT�BOE�EJGGFSFOU�LJOET�PG�GBNJMZ�BTTFUT
�TVDI�
BT�UIF�QBSFOUBM�IPNF��4FNJ�EFQFOEFOU�IPVTJOH�BSSBOHFNFOUT
�BMCFJU�NBOJGFTUFE�
EJGGFSFOUMZ�JO�FBDI�IPVTJOH�BOE�XFMGBSF�TZTUFN�DPOUFYU
�DBO�CF�TFFO�BT�B�GPSN�PG�
SF�GBNJMJBMJTBUJPO
�XIFSF�TVQQPSU�JT�QSPWJEFE�FJUIFS�XJUIJO�UIF�USBEJUJPOBM�QBSFOUBM�
IPNF
�FYUFOEFE�LJOTIJQ�OFUXPSLT�PS�´GBNJMJFT�PG�DIPJDFµ�DPOTJTUJOH�PG�GSJFOET�BOE�
strangers in shared living arrangements. These trends motivate future research into 
UIF�TQFDJ¾D�OBUVSF�PG�TVQQPSU�EZOBNJDT�JO�TFNJ�EFQFOEFOU�IPVTJOH�BSSBOHFNFOUT�
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BOE�IPX�UIFTF�BSF�NFEJBUFE�CZ�UIF�FYJTUJOH�BOE�DIBOHJOH�TPDJP�FDPOPNJD
�DVMUVSBM�
and institutional contexts. More fundamentally, the call is for an integration 
PG�IPVTJOH� JOUP� UIF�VOEFSTUBOEJOH�PG� UIF�LFZ� MJGF�DPVSTF�QFSJPE�PG� USBOTJUJPO� UP�
BEVMUIPPE�XIFSF�IPVTJOH�QMBZT�CPUI�B�DFOUSBM�SPMF�JO�QSPTDSJCJOH�GVUVSF�BOE�DVSSFOU�
XFMMCFJOH�BT�XFMM� BT�CFJOH� TUSPOHMZ� JOUFSSFMBUFE�XJUI�PUIFS� FTTFOUJBM�NBSLFST�PG�
autonomy and adulthood. 

 


