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Il STATE POLICIES AND A POLITICAL HISTORY OF CASS [ 1 9 4 9 - 1 9 7 7 ] 

The following history traces the relation between academic and political leadership, and the 

influence and role of this relationship on academic policy-making in the PRC. The periodization 

largely follows leadership changes in CASS (1978-1981; 1982-1985; 1985-1988; 1989-1992; 

1993-1998) and pauses at events that have caused major disruptions in academic research and the 

CASS Leadership. A short history of CASS's precursor, the Xuebu (1955-1978), is discussed 

together with the period during which academic research at CASS was discontinued, the Cultural 

Revolution (1966-1976). For each period I discuss the role played by views on the Party, the 

nation, and the State in intellectual policies. These views are matched with the various intellectual 

currents and political ideals that have played a role in academic research and policies since the 

founding of the PRC. I also pay attention to changes in the role, status, and livelihood of 

intellectuals at CASS, including generational changes, the dynamics of the interplay between 

opposition and establishment, and the theoretical instruments at the disposal of academics in 

arguing their respective academic and political cases. 

1 . The Precursor of CASS: The Xuebu 

After Liberation, on the first of June 1955, a division for the social sciences was established under 

the Chinese Academy of Science [CAS] [Zhongguo Kexueyuan $ H Ê r ^ K l - Following the model of the 

Soviet Union, CAS mainly concerned itself with the sciences.1 Thus, the Chinese study of society 

became a division of CAS, called the "Academic Division for Philosophy and the Social Sciences" 

[Zhexue Shehul Kexue Xuebu g 3 M ± £ $ f < £ ^ ] , or, Xuebu ¥U [academic division], for short. The 

priority given to engineering and science was evident from the organization of CAS, as it only had 

one out of four divisions devoted to the social sciences and philosophy. The ten foci of the 

academy's first five-year plan, outlined by the famous historian Guo Moruo [1892-1978], who 

headed the Xuebu in the 1950s and 1960s, only referred to the social sciences in that they 

concerned "research in the fundamental theoretical problems in Our National construction in this 

transitional period."2 

In 1914, Guo Morou had gone to Japan to study medicine and, later, literature. He was 

active in the May Fourth Movement (1919),3 accepted Marxism in 1924, and after the Guomindang 

1 It had a few research institutes in Peking, such as those of mathematics, chemistry and physics. Others were 
located in the Northeast in Shenyang (metallurgy), in Wuhan [the Wuhuan Institute of Physics Wuhan Wuli Yanjiusuo] 
and Qinghai [The Institute for Nuclear Physics]. There were also research departments unknown to the outside world in 
which research was conducted into military equipment. 

2 Xin Jianshe [New Construction], no. 7, 1955, p. 64, in Wong Siu-lun 1979: 43. 

3 The May Fourth refers to a student movement in opposition to the terms of the Treaty of Versailles held on 
that date in 1919. At the same time the concept is used to include other opposition movements, such as those against 
outmoded Confucian practices and ideas, those in favour of alternative political models such as associated with 
"democracy and science," and the movement for the adoption of the use of vernacular Chinese in literature. 
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[ H R Ä ] coup of 1927,4 he went back to Japan where he married a Japanese, and studied ancient 

history and archaeology. In 1937, he returned to China to join the Anti-Japanese Resistance War 

and, after that, the civil war against Chiang Kai-shek [Jiang Jieshi]. After the founding of the PRC, 

he filled many high posts in the fields of history, culture and literature, among which Head of the 

Xuebu. Among intellectuals, he was known as the one who could best cater to Mao Zedong's needs. 

Especially his early plays brimmed with historical allegory, serving as a "cog and screw" in the 

revolutionary machinery. His later works are more of a cultural nationalist hue, as expressed in 

his 1959 play Cai Wenji, and were influenced by his professional position as Head of the Xuebu 

(responsible for the organization of science, education and literature). In Cai Wenji, Guo celebrated 

the unity and friendship between all the Peoples of China. Furthermore, his positive re-evaluation 

of Cao Cao, a historical figure traditionally portrayed as a cruel villain, was an attempt to polish up 

the negative image ascribed to rulers in historiography based on class struggle.5 This attempt at a 

réévaluation of tradition was thwarted, however. At the beginning of the Cultural Revolution, Guo 

was attacked, and, like many intellectuals who had become an element of the "stinking old ninth" 

[chou lao j iu 3L%ji], he had to conduct self-criticism, and "admit" his writings were obsolete and 

ready for burning.6 But because he had become quite a panegyrist for Mao Zedong, he was let off 

the hook. 

The discipline of history received much attention, probably partly because Guo was a 

historian himself. The Institute of History was compartmentalized, as were most disciplines. It 

comprised three departments, comprising the "first department" [yisuo —gf] of ancient history, 

the "second department" [ersuo —%} of the history of the middle ages, and the "third 

department" [sansuo H#f] of modern history. Additionally, from 1955 to 1966, there were 

departments for archaeology, economics, literature, foreign literature, linguistics, and minorities. 

There was no common academic journal [Yuankan Kf l l ] , but the various institutes had their own 

periodicals.7 Eventually, an Information Research Office [Qingbao Yanjiushi f f JSSf^SS] was founded 

in 1957.8 It issued translations and introductions for textbooks, gathered information on research, 

and built information networks in the service of science and leadership decision-making. The main 

4 The Guomindang (Kuo Min Tang. abbr. KMT) or the Nationalist Party, grew out out of the Tongmenghui 
[United League] and was founded by Sun Yat-sen in July 1914. After Sun's death, his brother-in-law Chiang Kai-shek 
took over. 

5 Cf. Guo Monro [1984]; for an analysis of this debate, see Edmunds 1987: 72. 

6 Guo and five other harassed writers from the forties and fifties were referred to as the famous "Lu Guo Mao Ba 
Lao Cao" [Lu Xun, Guo Monro, Mao Dun, Ba Jin, Lao She, Cao Yu], but Guo's repertoire was most diverse: he wrote 
poems, plays, novels and history. 

7 Influential ones were Shehui Yanjiu [Research in Society], Lishi Yanjiu [Research in History], Wenxue 
Pinlun [Research in Literature], Jingjixue Yanjiu [Research in Economics], and Kaoguxue de Xuebao [The Journal of 
Archaeology]. 

8 It was renamed in 1961 as Academic Materials Research Office, and in 1975 expanded as the Research Office 
of Information [Qingbao Yanjiushi]. In 1985, it became a combined Document and Information Institute, with the 
Information Research Institute as its base. In 1992, it was changed into the Document and Information Centre. 
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building, in other words, together with the Institute of Marxism-Leninism, had the additional 

function of ideological centre. The lay-out of the complex must have facilitated this function: the 

majority of the institutes were located in the same building, except for the Institute of Economics 

and of Minority Studies, and all the main offices were located on the grounds of the main building. 

The Institute for Marxism-Leninism research was set up in CAS in 1955. The institute's 

history is usually traced back to the influential Marxist-Leninist Academy [Yan'an Ma-Lie Xueyuan 

g g ^ j T j ^ l ^ ] , renowned for its ideological work in the Yan'an period.9 This "Central Research 

Institute" was small but had eminent research staff: Party leaders, political activists, translator 

cum theoreticians, and theoretical critics from several fields such as history and Marxism-

Leninism. Among them were Ai Siqi, Chen Boda, Deng Tuo, Wang Youwei, Hu Qiaomu, Yu Guangyuan. 

These historical thinkers in the 1950s possessed high status and sometimes were called "Great 

Secretaries" [da mishu ^c f t ^L referring to the theoretical work done by Secretaries to Mao in the 

Yan'an period, and many of them would wield great influence over academic life during the post-

Mao reforms. The Institute of Marxism-Leninism followed the Soviet model closely, both in its 

institutional set-up and its teaching materials. In 1953, a movement to "learn from the Soviet 

Union" crowned the completion of the draft of the first five-year plan. Delegations to Moscow were 

organized, Soviet reference materials were translated for use in all of China's research and 

educational institutions, and Soviet advisers helped in setting up study courses. Books on dialectical 

materialism and historical materialism were translated from Soviet works. They were edited 

according to the regulations of the Internal Promulgation Department of Party History [neigongbu 

dangshi ^ f tSPÄA]-" When relations with the Soviet Union were severed in 1960s, the Soviet 

Union withdrew its advisers and technicians, so Chinese cadres had to edit their own books. 

Nevertheless, the framework of Soviet theory was retained, and its main vocabulary was to 

dominate academic writing and debate until in the 1980s. Editorial boards stuck to basic Marxist 

categories such as "dialectical materialism" [bianzheng weiwuzhuyi jftiEitë&ÈDBlL "the 

9 Yan'an, a mountainous region in Shaanxi province, served as the guerilla base of the CCP from 1936 to 
1947. In Yan'an Mao collected several theoreticians, such as Ai Siqi (influenced by Mitin and Stalin) and his Secretary 
Chen Boda. They founded the Central Party School in March 1933 under Dong Biwu's headship. The school was led by 
Li Weihan from 1937 to 1939 and Deng Fa from 1940 to 1943. It grew fast, from 300 students in 1937 to 5.000 in 
1944, with several branches. The so-called Central Party School became well-known for the Yan'an Rectification 
Campaign, during which it was reorganized several times and run by a high-level committee including Mao and Kang 
Sheng; Peng Zhen administered the school and formally took over in 1943 until he left in 1945. In July 1948, the 
school was re-established in Hebei as the Academy of Marxism-Leninism [Zhongguo Ma-lie Xueyuan] under Liu 
Shaoqi. The Academy of Marxism-Leninism, i.e. the Central Research Institute, was founded in May 1938 in Yan'an 
and headed by Zhang Wentian. Its critical activities and rectification work set a model for the campaigns during the 
Cultural Revolution. [Saich & Apter 1994: 335; 62-5] From 1948 to 1955, Liu Shaoqi was its President and Chen Boda 
and Yang Xianzhen its Vice-Presidents. Its official name from 1955 until the Cultural Revolution was the Higher Party 
School, and the school became known later as the Central Party School. [Hamrin 1986: 58] Presumably, part of the 
School was moved to the Xuebu, where it continued as the Research Institute of Marxism-Leninism, and where Yang 
Xianzhen and Ai Siqi were also active in establishing the Institute of Philosophy. Several times in its history, the 
location of the Institute of Marxism-Leninism, at the Central Party School or at CASS, has been subject of heated 
political dispute. [Cf. Su Shaozhi] 
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differentiation between positive and negative" [fenbian zhengfan 3MÇIEK], "historical 

materialism," and "economic base and ideological superstructure," although their usage and 

context would produce new meanings in different political periods of time. In education, the 

subjects of Marxism-Leninism, political economy, dialectical materialism, historical materialism, 

scientific socialism, and Mao Zedong Thought were forged onto the same framework imported from 

the Soviet Union in the 1950s. Students had to take exams on these subjects, regardless of whether 

they were majors in English, physics or economics. Textbooks based on this frame of thought 

remain prevalent in contemporary ideological education. 

The recruitment of staff and graduate students did not really flourish until after the 

reforms in the eighties. However, attempts had been made to make a system of promotion work. In 

1935 the KMT had promulgated the "law on academic degrees" [xuewei shouyu fa ^ f ö ï f ^ ü ] . It 

stipulated the requirements for the degrees of bachelors, masters and doctorates. In 1940, some 

rules for the evaluation of graduate work and examinations were promulgated, but in the period 

from 1935 to 1949, only 200 Master Degrees had been awarded and no Doctorate Degrees. After 

1950, attention was paid to the education of graduate students and in 1950 considerable effort was 

made to recruit graduate students.10 The staff of the Xuebu derived from three main sources: one 

group came from the Yan'an Marxism-Leninism Institute; a second group came from the White Area 

[Baiqu ÖK] , territory controlled by the KMT.11 Ai Siqi, for example, had worked in White Area, 

and Li Da had taught at Wuhan University. Traditional scholars, who specialized in literature and 

history [wenshizhe J5fe#] were also included. A third group came from abroad: scholars and 

researchers who had come back after Liberation to help build up the country under socialism. Even 

though at the time the number of departments was limited, the quality of staff was still high. But by 

1956, it had become increasingly difficult to recruit research students, and in 1958, under the 

influence of the "Radical Left," many institutions of higher education started to "teach 

revolution." Students generally did not take entrance exams, but were judged according to their 

political beliefs and circumstances. As a result, the quality of the education of research-students 

fell. From 1950 until 1961, altogether, more than 18.000 research students were recruited.12 

At the Xuebu, the Head of the Institute of Philosophy (Marxism-Leninism), Xing Bensi (b. 

1929), made a personal effort to find suitable recruits. He found several, such as Zhao Gongqi, a 

researcher of dialectical materialism, and Xu Chongwen, a philosopher of Marxism. They were to 

become influential theorists of Marxism. The influence of Yu Guangyuan [b. 1915], however, was 

most extensive. Yu had graduated in physics from Qinghua University in the 1930s. In 1935, he had 

10 Wu Benxia 1993. 
11 "White area" refers to the territory behind Japanese lies in the Jin Cha Ji-region (Shanxi-Chahar-Hebei). 

Some of the recruits had been employed by the KMT at the KMT research centre, called the Zhongyang Yanjiuyuan 
[Central Academy]. 

12 Wu Benxia 1993: 2. 
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been one of the organisers of the December Ninth Student Movement against the Japanese, together 

with Fan Dainian.13 In Yan'an he had worked in the Party's propaganda apparatus, together with Hu 

Qiaomu (who in 1978 was to become the first President of CASS). After 1949, Yu became an 

important figure in Party propaganda, ideology and academic affairs. He edited the Party journal 

Study [Xuexi], and in the 1950s he served in the Party's Propaganda Department. In the mid-

1950s, he became intensely involved in the reorganization of CAS, and was appointed a member of 

the Standing Committee of the Xuebu. Together with Hu Sheng [1908-] (who was to become the 

third President of CASS in 1985) and Wang Huide, Yu co-authored a long series of major articles on 

fundamental issues in Party strategy and policies on "socialist transformation."14 As the Head of 

the Science Section of the Party Propaganda Department, Yu was the indirect leader of the 

Philosophy Institute, especially the study of natural dialectics. He had persuaded fourteen Ph.D. 

students to study natural dialectics at CAS under him. They had all been advancing their own 

academic fields at famous universities. Among these students were Yan Jiaqi, Li Huiguo, Lin Xiashui 

and Jin Wulun,1S all of whom became well-known scholars in the 1980s. They began their study of 

Marxism-Leninism and dialectical materialism from 1956 onward, and graduated in the 1960s. 

In 1962, in the aftermath of the Great Leap Forward, the Ministry of Education prepared 

improvements of the education system, i.e. reintroducing teaching subjects besides politics. A part 

of the schools for higher education started to implement a normalized three-year curriculum. In 

1963, the ministry convened the meeting for graduate work in higher education" [Gaodeng-xuexiao 

yanjiiusheng gongzuo huiyi A ^ f é S f 2 S 4 I f Ë = i X ] . It drafted regulations and completed documents 

demanding higher education to be carried out in agreement with "strict requirements," and 

"safeguarding quality" by independent institutions for teaching graduates. At the time the selection 

of tutors for graduate students was strict, so the quality of teaching was comparatively high. From 

1962 to 1965, more than 4.700 research students were recruited, and in 1964, it adopted the 

Soviet system of Dr. and assistant Dr. Nevertheless, those who had graduated from university did 

not receive a degree. And in 1966, because of the Cultural Revolution, the education of research 

students was interrupted for twelve years.16 

Research at the Xuebu suffered during the Cultural Revolution. Most departments were 

13 Fan Dainian is a well-known physicist and critical CAS historian of science. 
1 « Miller 1996: 199. 
1 5 Yu's most famous student was Yan Jiaqi. He is from the University for Chinese Science and Technology 

[Zhongguo Keji Daxue], and had studied at the Statistical Mathematics Department [Tongji shuxue xi]. Another one of 
his students, is a Head of the Centre for Documentation and Information, Li Huiguo. He is originally from the 
Philosophical Department of Rervmin Daxue [People's University]. Later on, he was sent to Beijing University where 
he studied physics. Next, he studied natural dialectics with Yu Guangyuan. Others students of Yu were Lin Xiashui, the 
Head of the Society for the Philosophy of Science and Technology [Keji Zhexue She], a graduate from the mathematical 
department of Xiamen University and Jin Wulun, a graduate from the Chemistry department of the University for 
Chinese Science and Technology [Zhongguo Keji Daxue]. 

16 Wu Benxia 1993: 2. 
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disabled or half-disabled because of factional struggles and material poverty. The Xuebu had only a 

few research students, as opportunities to take exams were scarce. No attempts were made at 

recruiting students on a regular basis either. Even though fourteen institutes were recognized, only 

the institutes for archeology, linguistics and minorities were under Party-State protection. There 

were only three academic journals left: Archeology [Kaogu 3}~fc], Chinese Literature [Zhongguo 

Yuwen t f S f ë i ] , and History research [Lishi Yanjiu ffi£ffl%]. Problems of a political nature were 

severe at the Xuebu, and factionalism, false accusations, a deficiency of material facilities, and 

financial problems nearly brought research to a halt. In 1966, the Xuebu became an important 

political enemy [zheng di J&gfc] to the perpetrators of the Cultural Revolution in Beijing. Partly 

under their influence, the Xuebu brought forth some well-known "Leftists" [zuopai Öffic], such as 

Guan Feng, Lin Yushi, and Wu Chuanqi. Posters were hung up, meetings convened, and mass rallies 

held. Diverse audiences came to have a look at the rallies, because some members of the Xuebu 

were said to have "gone up to heaven" and to have become "fellow inhabitants of heaven" 

[tongtian | ^ ^ ] , or Zhongnanhai t^SfiS. which is the seat of top leaders in the Central Committee. 

Although some academics of the Xuebu were members of the Central Cultural Revolution Group, 

they were only a few among many. Toward the end of the Cultural Revolution the Xuebu housed 

around 2.500 workers, staff members and their families who lived together as regular residents 

and workers. After the Cultural Revolution, most of them would point their finger at the 

"Leftists," accusing them of ganging up with Lin Biao and attacking the Xuebu. 

During the Cultural Revolution, intellectuals all over China had been made to work and learn 

discipline by following Mao Zedong's "May 7 Directive" of 1966. By 1969, all research personnel 

in the Xuebu were undergoing "political re-education" under the direction of the Workers' and 

Liberation Army Mao Zedong Thought Propaganda Team. Office buildings were turned into 

dormitories, where academics had to perform communal tasks and undergo ideological reform. The 

militants at the Xuebu were divided into two factions: the majority faction was called the 

"company" [liandui ^t|SU, and the minority faction the "squadron" [zhongdui t^ lU- The factions 

were in protracted conflict, both willing to engage in proletarian struggle in the name of Mao 

Zedong. By 1970, around 20 million academics and other professionals were labouring in Cadre 

Schools set up throughout China. At the Xuebu, too, most institutes sent their "regiments" to the 

May Seventh Movement Schools for Cadres. They were mostly spread over districts outside 

Beijing and beyond, into Hebei Province. Most intellectuals had to stay on for several years to 

"obtain knowledge through labour,""learn from the peasants" [xiaxiang T £ ] and engage in 

thought reform. Many intellectuals felt they were wasting time by this method of acquiring 

knowledge.17 After 1973, the Cultural Revolution movement at the Xuebu was no longer vibrant. 

1 ? For an account of this experience by a researcher of the Xuebu, Institute for Foreign Literature, cf. Yang 
Jian E1982. 
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Responding to the request of Zhou Enlai, the Xuebu recalled intellectuals from the May Seventh 

Cadre Schools, but most research did not resume until 1976, the year in which Zhou Enlai (January 

8) and Mao passed away (September 9), and the gang of leaders of the Cultural Revolution, the Gang 

of Four, was rounded up (October 6).1 8 An end was put to the "Ultra-Leftist policies of Lin Biao and 

the Gang of Four," and the Cultural Revolution became the target of debate and criticism. As so 

many students had been active as militants, in the Institute of Philosophy some of the young 

Cultural Revolution activists were protected by the institute in view of their young age. However, 

Guan Feng, Wang Li, Oj Benyu, Chi Qun and Wu Chuanqi were purged, as they were regarded as Lin 

Biao's "Black Guards" and "big mess-makers." 

Qian Zhongshu, who later became Vice-President of CASS, expressed his unease about the 

way intellectuals dealt with the Cultural Revolution. He summed up his surmise of the feelings that 

the three main groups of participants are likely to be left with: the victims, with indignation; the 

gullible broad masses, with remorse; and the conscious instigators of revolutionary witch-hunts, 

with shame. He added, however, "An acute sense of shame can result in selective amnesia: no one 

wants to remember things that have caused him or her a loss of face or embarrassment. It is not 

surprising then that uncomfortable memories can slip unnoticed from conscious recollection into 

oblivion."19 Though it was admitted that the Cultural Revolution had been a mistake and that Mao 

Zedong had made errors, and though Hua Guofeng reigned as the Chairman of the State Council 

(Premier), some Ultra-Leftist remained powerful. Chaos was still widespread at the railways, in 

industry, education and at cadre factories. Much work had to be done to regain the former standard 

of education. Furthermore, millions of people who had been labelled by cadres were still waiting for 

rehabilitation. Also Deng Xiaping's position gradually improved. Deng, during the 1950s and early 

1960s had risen to a high position in the Central Committee, but was persecuted during the Cultural 

Revolution. Late 1975, another campaign had flared up against Deng, and in March 1976, CAS 

formally announced a denunciation of China's "capitalist roader. " 2 0 But by 1977, after the arrest 

of the Gang of Four and Mao's death in 1976, he was rehabilitated as Vice-Premier to the Politburo 

and the Military Affairs Commission. In 1978, Deng became the Chairman of the CCP Central 

Committee, a position that only Mao Zedong and Zhou Enlai had held, and which had been vacant since 

1964. In his policies of reform, Deng also received the steady support of Secretary-General of the 

Party, Hu Yaobang, and Premier Zhao Ziyang, who headed the State Council's "Science and 

Technology Group." 

When Deng declared that "practice" was to be the only criterion for truth, Marxist-

18 The Gang of Four consisted of Mao's wife, Jiang Qing, and Kang Sheng, Chen Boda, and Yao Wenyuan. 
Blaming the Gang of Four for the "anarchy of the Cultural Revolution" has been a way of avoiding to discuss the 
subject of responsibility of any other activists and bystanders during this period of arbitrary rule. 

1 9 Qian Zhongshu in his preface to Yang Jian 1982: 12-3. 

20spence 1999: 611-2. 
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Leninist policy was no longer meant to be used as the main criterion for correct knowledge. Such 

pronouncements are hard to implement, however, let alone supervise. An official evaluation by the 

Party of the movements in which intellectuals came under attack forms a clue to the ambivalent 

position of intellectuals during the initial years of the reforms. The Resolution on CCP History 

(1949-81) issued an "Authoritative Assessment of Mao Zedong, the Cultural Revolution, and the 

Achievements of the People's Republic." The Document had been compiled under the supervision of 

Hu Ojaomu, the President of CASS [see below], and was adopted by the Sixth Plenum of the 

Eleventh Central Committee of the Party on 27 June 1981.2 1 Its account of Rightist activities 

amounts to a justification of the Anti-Rightists Campaign, with only a critical qualification of its 

scope: The Directives on the Rectification Campaign, issued on April 27, 1957, by the Central 

Committee of the CCP, had "urged the masses to offer criticisms and suggestions." But "in the 

Rectification Campaign a handful of Bourgeois Rightists seized the opportunity to advocate what 

they called "speaking out and airing views in a big way" and "to mount a wild attack against the 

Party and the nascent socialist system in an attempt to replace the leadership of the Party." "It 

was therefore entirely correct and necessary to launch a resolute counter-attack. But the scope of 

this struggle was made far to broad and a number of Intellectuals, patriotic people and Party cadres 

were unjustifiably labelled 'Rightists' with unfortunate consequences."22 

Responsibility for the Cultural Revolution [May 1966 - October 1976] was ascribed to Mao 

Zedong's errors, which "had been taken advantage of by Lin Biao, Jiang Qing and others to commit 

many crimes behind his back, and brought disaster to the country and the People."23 The erroneous 

"Left" theses upon which Comrade Mao Zedong had initiated the "Cultural Revolution" were 

"obviously inconsistent with the system of Mao Zedong Thought, which is the integration of the 

universal principles of Marxism-Leninism with the concrete practice of the Chinese revolution."24 

The Resolution also makes clear, however, that the "so-called reactionary academic authorities in 

2 1 Hu Qiaomu (comp). Resolution on CCP History (1949-81), Authoritative Assessment of Mao Zedong, the 
"Cultural Revolution", and the Achievements of the People's Republic, Beijing 1981: Foreign Language Press. 
[Resolution 1981]. 

2 2 Resolution 1981: 27. 
2 3 Resolution 1981: 33. 
2 4 Mao's principal theses appeared mainly in the May 16 circular, which served as the programmatic 

document of the Cultural Revolution, and in the political report to the Ninth National Congress of the Party in April 
1969. They were incorporated into the "theory of continued revolution under the dictatorship of the proletariat". The 
theses read many representatives of the bourgeoisie and counter-revolutionary revisionists have sneaked into the 
Party, the government, the army and cultural circles, and leadership in a fairly large majority of organizations and 
departments is no longer in the hands of Marxists and the People; Party persons in power taking the capitalist road 
have formed a bourgeois headquarters inside the Central Committee which pursues a revisionists political and 
organizational line and has agents in all provinces, municipalities and autonomous regions, as well as in all central 
departments; since the forms of straggle adopted in the past has not been able to solve this problem, the power usurped 
by the "capitalist-roaders" can be recapture only by carrying out a great Cultural Revolution, by openly and fully 
mobilizing the broad masses from the bottom up to expose these sinister phenomena; and, the Cultural Revolution is 
in fact a great political revolution in which one class will overthrow another, a revolution that will have to be wage 
time and again [Resolution 1981: 32-3]. 
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the Cultural Revolution, during which many capable and accomplished intellectuals were attacked 

and persecuted, also badly muddled up the distinction between the People and the enemy."25 

However, it did not explain who, then, was the "enemy" in the first place. The Resolution argued 

that "It was we and not the enemy at all who were thrown into disorder by the "Cultural 

Revolution."26 Denying the Party's role in the Cultural Revolution, the Resolution maintains that 

the Cultural Revolution "was divorced both from the Party organizations and from the masses," 

thereby making the Party a victim of the Cultural Revolution: "the Party's leading cadres at 

various levels were subjected to criticism and struggle, inner-Party life came to a standstill, and 

many activists and large numbers of the basic masses whom the Party has long relied on were 

rejected." Again, only "a hand full of extremists" approved of launching ruthless struggles against 

leading Party cadres at all levels.27 

The Resolution attaches importance to the loyalty of intellectuals to the Party, which is 

ultimately equated with the love for the motherland. Even though its description [see below] refers 

to the past, it is obvious that its importance lies in the prescriptive desirability for the future 

patriotic and socialist behaviour of Party members and intellectuals, rather than in its accuracy as 

an objective description of the past: 

Rigorous tests throughout the Cultural Revolution have proved that standing on the correct side in the 

struggle were the overwhelming majority of the members of the Eighth Central Committee of the 

Party and the members it elected to its Political Bureau, Standing Committee and Secretariat. Most of 

Our Party cadres whether they were wrongly dismissed or remained at their posts, whether they were 

rehabilitated early or late, are loyal to the Party and people and steadfast in their belief in the cause of 

socialism and communism. Most of the intellectuals, model workers, patriotic democrats, patriotic 

overseas Chinese and cadres and masses of all strata and all nationalities who had been wronged and 

persecuted did not waver in their love for the motherland and in their support for the Party and 

socialism.28 

The reader is left with the idea that only a handful of Rightists and a handful of Leftists were to 

blame for the two periods of major disaster for intellectuals, while the Party itself has preserved 

its purity. In this account, the theory of Mao Zedong Thought may be retained, for Mao's errors 

were not in agreement with the system of Mao Zedong Thought. And though the chief responsibility 

for the grave "Left" error of the "Cultural Revolution" lies with Comrade Mao Zedong, the 

25 Resolution 1981: 35. 
2 6 Resolution 1981: 35-6. 
2 7 Resolution 1981:35. 
28 Resolution 1981:43. 
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graveness of this error is relativised because "after all it was the error of a great proletarian 

revolutionary."29 The Resolution could not put at ease the minds of intellectuals as, apparently, it 

does not fully condemn the persecution of critical remonstrators. 

To be fair, the Resolution does offer two main historical causes underlying the Cultural 

Revolution. The first cause it mentions lies in the fact that the Party was not fully prepared, 

neither ideologically nor in terms of scientific study, for the swift advent of the new-born socialist 

society and the task of socialist construction on a national scale. It had remained stuck in a tradition 

of large-scale, turbulent mass struggle of the past; the second cause was found in the arrogance of 

Mao at the very time when the Party was confronted with the new task of shifting the focus of its 

work to socialist construction: he put himself above the Central Committee of the Party while the 

Party attempted to foster a tradition of democracy and fight a struggle against feudalism.30 Both 

causes are related to what is termed feudalism. It is a generic term that under Marxist influence in 

the first decades of the twentieth century became a near-synonym for "backwardness." Among its 

features are a corrupt and oppressive bureaucracy, monarchic despotism, exploitation of backward 

peasants, and a stagnant economy. In the 1980s, accusations directed towards the Party of being 

feudal were to become a major source of poignant debate between "reformist intellectuals" and 

defenders of Party purity. 

In summary, after the founding of the PRC, the revolution was considered to have made 

possible the development towards a new communist society, very different from the feudalist 

Ancien Regime.31 Its main needs lay in the realm of practical tools such as science and economic 

organization. After all, the ideological superstructure would follow the revolutionary changes in the 

economic base. Accordingly, the PRC establishment of a new body of academic disciplines under 

CAS, had stressed the sciences and engineering. The social sciences, brought under the Xuebu, were 

only of secondary importance, and their main work concerned Party history, archaeology, Marxian 

philosophy, national minorities, and literature. These disciplines closely followed the example of 

the Soviet model, and continued to do so in the 1960s when ties with the Soviet Union were 

severed. The social sciences were closely supervised, and during the Cultural Revolution scientific 

method was replaced by "learning through labour." Though in the 1950s the Xuebu employed a 

group of well-educated scientists, the number of new recruits dwindled. Some of them, such as Yan 

Jiaqi, were to become important proponents of political reforms in the Deng era. A few leaders of 

the old guard survived the oppression of the Cultural Revolution. Though initially leaders such as Hu 

Qjaomu and Deng Liqun were to support policies to advance the creation of academic expertise and 

stimulate academic debate, they would form the core of the conservative faction in the 1980s. For 

29 Resolution 1981:41. 
3 ° Resolution 1981: 44-7. 
3 1 For a discussion of the concept of Ancien Regime in the Deng Era, see Ernest P. Young [1992]. 
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them, obedience to the Party leadership and its policies would remain synonymous with the 

patriotism of Socialism with Chinese Characteristics. 

2. Academic Ins t i tu tes and China's State Building Process Since 1949 

After the founding of the PRC [People's Republic of China], institutions of social science such as the 

Chinese Society of History, Chinese Society of Economics and the Chinese Society of Philosophy 

were organized to assist "socialist construction" and international exchange. Although in 1950, 

three research institutes were established under the Chinese Academy of Sciences [CAS], in the 

fields of archaeology, linguistics and modem history, the so-called bourgeois social sciences, such 

as sociology, anthropology, political science and law were abolished in 1952. Nevertheless, by 

1953, research institutes had been set up for philosophy, economics, literature, history, languages 

of minority nationalities and an Information Research Office. Between 1958 and 1964, six more 

research institutes were founded for law, nationalities, world economy, world history, world 

religions and world literature.32 Under the Department of Philosophy and Social Sciences of CAS 

there were altogether fourteen research institutes of social science, which published academic 

journals such as New Construction, Economic Research, Law Research, Research on Nationalities, 

Philosophical Studies, Historical Research, Bulletin of Archaeology, Archaeology, Literary Review 

and Chinese Language. Another thirty-seven social science organs, with their own local research 

institutes and journals, were set up in the provinces, municipalities and autonomous regions.33 

The social sciences became involved in efforts of socialist State-building: economics was to 

bring about a Chinese socialist economic miracle; the translation and publication of the works by 

Marx, Engels, Lenin and Stalin and Mao Zedong were to popularize Marxist teachings; editions of 

Chinese ancient works, a number of works on Western social science, and Marxist textbooks on 

literature, history, philosophy and economics were to be used in the dissemination of a national 

curriculum for education; language reforms and the standardization of Han Chinese were to create a 

uniform system of national communication and education; the studies of Marxism, history of the 

Chinese revolution, and Chinese history were to establish a revolutionary Chinese national identity; 

and the investigation of the societies, histories and languages of minority nationalities were to 

strengthen China as a unified multinational socialist Nation-State. 

With hindsight, the first decades of academic achievements had not harvested the success 

expected from science in a socialist society. For example, in the late-1970s, official views 

regarded progress made until 1957 as disappointing, despite seven years of major efforts. Mainly, 

"Leftist" errors, the Soviet-Union and "other" obstructions were blamed for set-backs, while 

other, more structural, explanations were shunned. Similarly, during the Cultural Revolution 

3 2 See APPENDIX n. 
3 3 China Handbook Editorial Committee 1983: 175-6. 



[ c l 9 6 6 to 1976], social science was brought to the brink of extinction, allegedly due to the "Lin 

Biao and Jiang Qing counter-revolutionary cliques" who, according to the handbook for Education 

and Science, "unbridledly advocated modern fetishism which smothered scientific thinking."34 The 

round-up of the main culprits, the Gang of Four, in October 1976, an event made into an official 

turning-point in CCP history, created the conditions for the "rescue" of the social sciences from 

complete demise. 

Compared to the doctrinal development of the social sciences in the first decade after 

liberation, the social sciences after 1978 were given far more ideological space for diversification. 

Paradoxically, this development of liberalization involved increased efforts by the State to keep 

the development of the social sciences within a politically acceptable scope of expansion. However, 

it was an absence of a protective authority, or, as present leaders prefer to believe, organized 

State protection and authority, that had made possible the persecution of intellectuals during the 

Cultural Revolution.35 In June 1958, a recentralization of the leadership in the Party had reduced 

the autonomy of State, judicial, and social institutions, as well as that of the press. The CCP 

Politburo retained the power of decision over major principles and policies, but transferred 

authority for concrete policy, legislation, and oversight from the State and judicial bodies to the 

CCP Secretariat. The government became in essence the executive organ of the Party, rather than 

of the State. In 1959 judicial organs were merged into the public security organs at all levels, and 

the Ministry of Justice and notary offices were abolished. All State supervisory organs were 

replaced by Party "Supervisory Committees." [Jiancha weiyuanhui . (Égf l rgè]3 6 Central to this 

change in structure was the formation, beginning in 1958, of the Central Committee's leading small 

groups, duplicated in lower-level Party Committees. This introduced dual subordination in 

professional affairs for each organ to the relevant Leading Group at the same level, as well as to 

the next higher level. At first, during the Great Leap Forward, the concentration of power in Party 

organs was accompanied by a general decentralization of State power.37 But in the early 1960s 

there was a reconcentration of power at higher levels. Regional Party Committees with no 

counterpart in government took over much of the authority of lower-level Committees.38 In short, 

first State functions were appropriated by the Party Central Committee which reproduced itself 

into lower level Party Supervisory Committees, then the Party lost control over its offspring, and 

finally the higher level Party organs regained territory, though its regional supervision remained 

3 4 China Handbook Editorial Committee 1983: 177-8. 
3 5 Cf. MacFarquar 1993. 

56 Hamrin 1992: 98. 
3 7 The Great Leap Forward [1958-61] refers to Mao's attempt to increase economic productivity by means of 

mass organization and the revolutionary spirit of the People. The Great Leap policies of radical collectivization of 
peasants into "people's communes" and the decentralization of industrial production led to economic disaster and 
famine. 

38 Hamrin 1992: 98-9. 
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limited. 

After the restoration of the Party Secretariat in February 1980 under Hu Yaobang as 

general Secretary, and the reorganization of the State Council in September under Zhao Ziyang as 

the new Premier, Deng, Hu and Zhao initiated major changes in the Party and State structure as 

well as in personnel. In general, the changes were modeled after the Eighth Party Congress set up 

of 1956, with some innovations, such as the creation of the Central Advisory Commission and a 

Party Disciplinary Commission.39 Through procedural, institutional, and legal reforms, the Party 

managed to delegate authority and responsibility to State organs although it did not quite give up its 

monopoly on political power. As State investment in the social sciences grew, and the ideological 

regime was loosening up, State influence on the social sciences increased. After 1957 and during 

the Cultural Revolution, the social sciences had been largely replaced by political guidelines, and 

political State functions had been taken over by the Party, but after 1978, the social sciences were 

assigned an important function in socialist State building and were to serve the goals of the Four 

Modernizations.40 The establishment of research departments, their organizational set up, 

research subjects, and the selections of leaders were clearly meant to suit those purposes. 

The Third Plenary Session of the 11 th Central Committee of the CCP, held in December 

1978, announced the decision to focus the entire country's working efforts on socialist 

modernization. In 1977, the Department of Philosophy and the Social Sciences was upgraded and the 

Central Committee of the CCP gave permission for the founding of the Chinese Academy of Social 

Sciences (CASS). CASS is known as the highest academic research institution in the fields of 

philosophy and the social sciences, as well as a national centre for comprehensive [zonghe fëiï] 

studies.41 The 1977 decision to assign a greater role to the social sciences, entailed the 

establishment of a number of new research fields, such as international relations and foreign area 

studies, demography, law, sociology, anthropology, and political science. 

Academic societies were set up, the number of academic journals increased, long-term 

plans were designed, and debates on "the criteria of truth" were propagated and became 

widespread. These debates on the criteria of truth allegedly involved many millions of people, 

though they attracted the attention of philosophers in particular. After Deng Xiaoping's excoriation 

of the Two Whatevers [liang ge fanshi F H ^ ü ] since July 1977, the First Congress on Truth 

Criteria (1978) followed suit. It was decided that Mao Zedong Thought "needs to be grasped 

comprehensively and accurately as a scientific system."42 The Two Whatevers stood for the 

39 Cf. Hamrin 1992: 106; Saich 1995: 44. 

40 The Four Modernizations were announced at the First Session of the 5th National People's Congress [NPC] 
(February-March 1978) and pertain to agriculture, industry, national defense, and science and technology. 

4 1 The concept of "comprehensive [zonghe] studies" refers to a wide pool of loosely integrated, functional 
disciplines of strategic value, and include economics, politics and area studies. 

4 2 The last conference on the criteria of truth, held in April 1998, celebrated the twenty year anniversary of 
this occasion, which is regarded as a turning-point in the history of PRC philosophy. 
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principle that all Mao's political decisions should be held onto, and the principle that all instructions 

Mao had ever given must be obeyed.43 Despite Hua Guofeng's preference to continue all Mao's 

policies, the Two Whatevers came to an official end. This debate in Marxist circles is claimed to 

have revived the Communist Party's "fine tradition of seeking truth from facts," and is regarded 

as "lively education in Marxism." 

The reputation of most academic disciplines was cleared; other disciplines were newly set 

up. They were ascribed new functions corresponding to areas of research application onto society. 

Whereas philosophy was to play a central guiding role in the field of ideology, Marxian science and 

the co-ordination between different scientific disciplines, economics was to discuss economic laws 

under socialism, and the readjustment and restructuring of the economy; discussions on major 

theoretical issues conducted by Chinese literary critics and historians were to emancipate people's 

minds and to assist research. For example, the 1981 symposium in commemoration of the 100th 

anniversary of the birth of China's famous short-story writer Lu Xun [1881-1936] and the 

symposium in commemoration of the 70th anniversary of the 1911 Revolution, sparked discussions 

on Chinese revolutionary history, the struggle (and triumph) of the Chinese Nation and the meaning 

of socialism. 

A fresh look at Marxist theory was hoped to speed up China's modernization; this time, in 

concert with the "universal truths of science." Practice, now, would be the only criterion of 

truth, and large-scale economic development and restructuring was going to be the field of practice 

that would prove the true strength of China. Large numbers of researchers were to participate in 

investigations on the macro-economic approach to socialist reconstruction, organized by 

government departments and enterprises; jurists were to build a socialist legal system and to 

formulate its guiding ideology; ethnologists were to study minority nationalities and their socialist 

transformation; and, sociology was to study real life phenomena, such as youth behaviour. Freedom 

of debate was to be guaranteed by the Double-Hundred policy of "letting a hundred flowers blossom 

and a hundred schools of thought contend."44 It was to be incorporated into the Party Constitution 

so as to prevent the schools from premature withering.45 Furthermore, the policy of Opening Up 

[kaifang] would render it possible for Chinese social scientists to learn from the "advanced 

experience of foreign countries," "study their achievements," and "absorb what is of value." 

These set phrases would reverberate in thousands of academic texts. 

4 3 Deng Xiaoping 1984: 51-2. 
4 4 The Hundred Flowers policy, or the Double Hundred, is best known from the Hundred Flower Movement, 

that in 1957 served as a policy of strengthening the Party by encouraging criticism and competition. This brief period 
of liberalization begun in May 1957, when Mao invited intellectuals to criticize the bureaucratic practices. The 
movement was cut short in June, when the "Anti-Rightist Campaign" was launched against many of those who had 
raised their voice against the Communist Party. 

45 Article 47 of the Constitution specifies the freedom of speech and the press and "freedom to conduct 
scientific research, literary and artistic creation, and other cultural activities [Wang Ruoshui E1986: 79.] 
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The establishment of social science disciplines did not only require political legitimation by 

the State, but also financial support for the creation of a new disciplinary infrastructure. Funding 

of CASS research institutes resided under governmental mandate, so that research plans of 

research institutes greatly depended on State policies. Even financially independent groups who 

wanted to found an organization, journal or commission required official fiat. The great increase in 

academic activity led to more, rather than less, State involvement In steering, controlling and 

defining new boundaries for scientific research. Apart from loosening up ideological guidelines and 

clearing away obstructions to research into "forbidden zones," the creation of a disciplinary 

infrastructure required active support, strategic planning, and a political engagement with the 

enterprise of steering the production of knowledge. As the funding, of the social sciences and the 

number of research projects increased, research plan meetings were needed to coordinate research 

to the effect that they could support official research priorities. The five-year planning of the 

development of the social sciences and philosophy were planned parallel with long-term State plans, 

so that research plans could be coordinated and adjusted.46 

Means of steering research were developed so as to coordinate the requirements for 

socialist State-building and modernization with the institutional research setting. In the 1980s 

research centres involved in "urgent" research, such as border regions research and political 

science, were promoted to a higher institutional level; and, in the 1990s the demotion of disciplines 

considered less productive or problematic became official CASS policy. To ensure an efficient and 

effective method of allocating funds among institutes, a bidding system for priority projects was 

developed, and several foundations were set up to award grants for promising talent and the 

publication of outstanding books. Other means designed to encourage politically relevant research 

were recommendation and discouragement of certain trends and topics by important leaders; 

promises were made granting work security, material benefits and promotion, status was 

conferred upon "model scientists", and official recommendations were made of the study of 

certain historical movements, such as the May Fourth movement), historical periods, such as the 

beginning of the Xia period, and historical personae, in particular famous philosophers and 

revolutionaries. 

3. The Formation of CASS: A Vote for Order and Informed Au tho r i t y 

CASS grew out of the Xuebu, a division of CAS since 1955. The separation of CASS from CAS was 

authorized by Party Chairman and Premier Hua Guofeng on 7 May 1977. The construction of CASS 

and its main building, however, was Deng Xiaoping's idea. In his 18 March 1978 speech to the 

4 6 Plans cover a period of five years, and the most recent five-year plan started in 1995, which is the ninth 
five-year plan. The first four years of CASS construction is called the 'construction period' [1977-80], after which the 
sixth five-year period started [1981-85]. Three five-year plans followed through right up to the, current, ninth five-year 
plan [1996-2000]. 
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National Science Conference Deng, declared that intellectuals were to be regarded as a part of the 

"socialist working class." Deng decided that the "pernicious influence" and ideas left over from 

"ten years of anarchy," "created by Lin Biao and the Gang of Four" had to be replaced by a 

socialist science that would be instrumental in achieving the goals of the Four Modernizations. After 

making his claim that "Only by making Our country a modern, powerful socialist State can we more 

effectively prevent capitalist restoration, cope with aggression and subversion by social-

imperialism and imperialism and be more certain of gradually creating the material conditions for 

the advance to the great ideal of communism," he explained that, first, science is part of the 

productive forces and "the overwhelming majority of intellectuals are part of the proletariat;" 

second, "a mammoth force of scientific and technical personnel who are both red and expert [you 

hong you zhuan X Ö I X ^ ] " must be built in order to combat China's backwardness; and, third, a 

system of division of responsibility among institute Directors under the leadership of Party 

Committees would "strengthen the leading role of the Party Committees while bringing into full 

play the role of the specialists."47 Thus, socialism and expertise, apart from making China more 

prosperous, promised to protect China against the imperialist West by means of modernization. 

At the same March meeting it was decided to draw up three- and eight-year plans for the 

social sciences, parallel to the national economy and science plans for 1978-80 and 1978-85. 

After that, planning would focus on the implementation of its plans synchronously with the nation's 

five-year planning. CASS was delegated by the Leading Group for the National Program of 

Philosophy and Social Sciences to coordinate research forces in and draw up a five-year plan for 

the country's philosophy and social sciences, to act for the Leading Group in taking charge of the 

State's social science foundation, to edit the annual Directory on the Selection of Subjects Covered 

by National Social Sciences Foundation, and to handle matters pertaining to applications for 

research subjects and related financial assistance.48 During the first years much attention was 

payed to the recovery of the social sciences from the Cultural Revolution and formulating national 

plans for rebuilding social-science research. 

Initially, the Party was slow to publish the procedures of the rehabilitation of intellectuals, 

and the preferential treatment of the ex-Rightists that were Party members was endemic. In 

CASS, nearly half of the approximately 2.100 intellectuals had run into political trouble during the 

Anti-Rightist Movement and the Cultural Revolution, especially during the so-called Four Clean-Ups 

[Siqing EH?f] movement of 1963-4 and in the early years of the Cultural Revolution. By mid-1979, 

however, more than 800 of them were rehabilitated, including well-known academic leaders such 

as philosopher Yang Xianzhen, President of the Higher Party School, famous economist Sun Yefang, 

the prominent historian of science, Xu Liangying, historian of philosophy Hou Wailu, historians Liu 

4 7 Deng Xiaoping [Teng Hsiao-ping] 1978: 9-18. 
4 8 The Chinese Academy of'Social Sciences - A Brief'Introduction, 1988: 34. 
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Danian, Li Shu, and Luo Ergang, and archaeologist Xia Nai. By then, only forty-five Rightists were 

still employed by the Academy. Of them, forty-four were absolved. Others had died, and many had 

been sent to farms and then to work outside the Academy.49 In 1982, in order to enhance the status 

of intellectuals, the State Council and the Central Committee of the CCP resolved to send central 

Party and State cadres to study under famous specialists. Furthermore, the Party's theoretical 

journal, Red Flag [Hong Qi], recommended the selection of talented intellectuals as leaders. Some 

intellectuals were made into models, skilled intellectuals with favourable class background were 

considered for Party membership, while the working and living conditions of intellectuals were 

improved.50 Though the Deng camp supported the enhancement of the status of intellectuals, it was 

bound to take much time and effort and Party politics to groom "a mammoth force" of intellectual 

advisors. In 1978, important vehicles of propaganda, such as the Peoples Daily [Renmin Ribao], the 

Liberation Army Paper [Jiefangjun Bao] and the Red Flag were still under the influence of so-called 

Ultra-Leftists policies of "uniting, educating, and reforming of intellectuals." Furthermore, the 

journals of the "two schools" [Hang xiao Sfö] . Beijing and Qjnghua Universities, had retained much 

of their influence, too. During the Cultural Revolution, people from these schools (and others) had 

written lengthy and fierce articles under the pseudonym "bridge schools" [llangxlao Wfc] 

("bridge" [Hang] is homonymous with "two" [Hang]). Deng Xiaoping, however, did not have an 

authoritative theory at hand to combat these forces and, for as yet, he had no crowd of people 

writing for him. Such concerns led to the upgrading of the Xuebu into CASS. And as the Xuebu 

buildings were too old and dilapidated, plans were made for the construction of a new building. 

Apart from the official reason of stimulating the social sciences, there were other motives 

for setting up CASS. One reason derived from the need for separating the natural sciences of CAS 

from the system of propaganda. Such separation would entail a separation between science and 

social scientific disciplines, and the continued monitoring of the social sciences through the 

propaganda system.51 In this way, therefore, CASS remained under the supervision of the 

Propaganda Department, while the sciences of CAS could continue a separate academic life in 

relative freedom from the scrutiny of the Propaganda Department. An other reason for separating 

the natural sciences from the social sciences was the importance attached to the latter as a think-

tank for the modernization policies under the regime of Deng. During the Mao era, Mao's Red Book 

had served to reflect the "truth," and was taken as the point of departure by great numbers of 

people writing articles on all kinds of pseudoscientific subjects. Only a few people knew how to 

write independently. Students had to study articles in the newspapers and Party documents, after 

which they had to discuss them, make known their position, and criticize their own writings. When 

4 9 People's Daily, July 14, 1979 [quoted in White 1987: 255]. 

50 White 1987: 256-7; 258-61. 
5 1 Su Shaozhi puts forth this argument against the official reason of "helping to build the social sciences." 

[in Miller 1996: 96-7] 
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after the round-up of the Gang of Four social theory acquired the prestige of science, cynics argued 

that this newly found respect only tallied with the need of Party leaders. Irrespectively, separating 

the natural and social sciences made possible a production of social knowledge that could be moulded 

to the needs of the Party, and at the same time take away some of the political burden from the 

sciences. 

The creation of theoretical backing for Deng's regime led to more rational and less 

aggressive discussions compared to those during the Cultural Revolution. Politically, the loosening 

of ideological reins required extreme caution. For the social scientists this meant dealing with the 

encouragement of relatively "free" debate that at the same time was to be kept within the bounds 

of Party guidelines and the politics of "no-change theory" [bubianlun >f\$îè], that is, the absence 

of political reforms. Nevertheless, Deng placed much hope on the capacity of the social sciences to 

solve social issues without a total reliance on Marxist works. Prior to the reforms, policies had 

been attuned to the adage of Today's Soviet Union is Our tomorrow" [Sulian de jintian j iu shi 

women de mingtian ;$iPcftr^cift!i&fl]ft|l!H^]: m o s t academic materials, ranging from philosophy, 

economy, literature to ethnology and genetics, had been translated materials from the Soviet Union. 

Now the only way out for China was to "open up" and "learn from the achievements of the West." 

The Xuebu, the predecessor of CASS, before 1977, counted a staff of approximately 2000 

members and included fourteen more or less paralyzed institutes, but during the first five years of 

CASS's existence, from 1977 to 1982, thirteen institutes were added (see APPENDIX II). The 

growth of the field of economics between 1978 and 1982 exemplifies the trend of "increase 

through differentiation:" five institutes split away from the Institute of Economics [see Appendix 

III]. Furthermore, the number of area studies institutes grew extremely fast. After the founding of 

the South Asia Studies Institute in 1978, CASS disciplines multiplied until they covered the entire 

world. In fact, the Institute of East European, Russian and Central Asian Studies (1965/1981) were 

reverted back to CASS from the International Liaison Department of the CC of the CCP [zhonglianbu 

^ S B P J I where they had played a role, mainly, in applied foreign policy research. In the same 

period, the editorial committees and offices for the society for Chinese Social Science Periodicals, 

the China Social Science Publishers, and the Graduate School and Guo Moruo Society were set up. 

After 1981, the Research Centre for Chinese Borderland History and Geography (1983), the 

Institute of Politics (1985), the Institute of Asia-Pacific Studies (1988), and the Institute of 

Taiwan Studies (1984) were added [see Appendix II]. In the course of time, disciplines were also 

grouped into batches. Thus, disciplines were assembled into the modules of economics, philosophy, 

history, literature and international studies; on the basis of the internal structure of the disciplines 

and their interrelations, some branches were combined into comprehensive projects, such as 

ecological economics, artificial intelligence, future studies, national defense economics, computer 

linguistics, and socio-economic development prediction studies [yucexue 1581^]. 

Apart from organizing all institutes to take on a relatively large number of Key Research 
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Items of the State Social Science Programme, CASS and its research institutes also accommodated 

Key Research Items corresponding to the needs of the State five-year plans. In order to stimulate 

the timely completion of projects, CASS set up and improved a series of managerial institutes, 

such as the CASS Presidential Fund [Yuanzhang Jijin K-|Sc2S&];5Z special foundations for Key 

Research Items and subsidy for the publication of outstanding works. CASS also drafted regulations 

for scientific research-plan formulation, set up groups for the management of Key Research 

Items,53 for according grants to outstanding academic work, introduced assessments of 

institutional performance, organized the evaluation of special fund projects, and, regulated the 

promotion and grading of talented persons.54 

China's graduate education only started to flourish after the recuperation of the graduate 

system and the establishment of the academic grade system in 1980.55 In 1979 some scholars still 

believed it was unnecessary to adopt a grade system as they thought it bore no relation to academic 

achievement. However, its absence did tend to form an obstruction to the smooth regulation of 

foreign exchange programmes. So finally the three-grade (bachelor, master, doctor) system was 

adopted. A debate ensued as to whether the grade system should be linked to politics. Those in 

favour, argued that in Western countries graduation is attached, implicitly, to politics for In some 

countries, people with a serious criminal record cannot obtain a degree. As a socialist country, it 

was argued, China had to clearly stipulate the political conditions for graduation: "In this way we 

can encourage them to be both red and expert, protect socialism, the Party and the Four Cardinal 

Principles" (and "of course, we cannot make foreign students comply to these conditions").56 

In 1980, the prestigious State Council Academic Degree Committee [Guowuyuan Xuewei 

Weiyuanhui H ^ K ^ f t S S ' è ] was established to design and lead the regulations on graduation in 

China. The aim was to create a strong team of academic leaders, capable of supervising academic 

5Z The CASS Presidential Fund [Yuanzhang Jijin] is meant to support outstanding, renovative and urgent 
research, and also covers important research items temporarily handed over or entrusted by tie Party Central 
Committee or the State Council and other important research items recommended by the President of CASS or the CASS 
Affairs Committee ["Methods for the Management of the CASS Presidential Fund" YB93: 286]. 

S3 See Party V, 3e. [Index: Key Item Research] 
5 * These measures are reported to be successful. For instance, during the seventh five year period, CASS took 

on 422 items of the State Social Science Focus Plan Programme and the State Social Science Foundation out of which 
351 kept to schedule. Many of the ideas and proposals forwarded by these projects were adopted by State policy with 
regards to the economic and legal reforms, and the establishment of spiritual civilization and education of socialism 
[YB93: 22-3]. Though these reported successes could be part and parcel of a policy of CASS self-promotion, it is likely 
that too much exaggeration would have met with protests from supervisory or competing research organs.Of course, 
the success referred to here, describes success in relation to targets and criteria set by the institutes under investigation. 

5 5 WuBenxia 1993: 1-2. 
5 6 WuBenxia 1993: 5-6. 
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work and monitoring the conference of titles and grades.57 Apart from promulgating the 1980 and 

1981 PRC regulations for graduation, the Committee stipulated some limiting conditions to the 

conference of academic degrees:58 

- no bestowing of titles on those known as "old, wise and learned men," without examining their 

achievements first; 

- specialized professions do not receive academic titles as the proficiency levels of required skills 

do not automatically correspond; 

- foreign titles are not exchangeable, because grades are not necessarily exchangeable, even 

though foreign grades are recognized by the government; 

- those who possess a title receive only a little more salary than those without.59 

In the period of 1981-5, it was decided that to improve the quality of research students, 

before their entrance examination, they had to report on their former work.60 Moreover, the 

recruitment of Ph.D. Students was not to be limited to talented M.A.-degree holders: talented office 

workers and functionaries would also be eligible, especially in the fields of the social sciences and 

the applied sciences.61 The State Education Commission [Guowu jiaowei gJlFifcll] and the State 

Council Academic Degree Committee Insisted upon the moral training of research students. For the 

training of an upright character, students were to rely on their tutor, as the most influential 

person, and on the Party. Students were minimally required to follow classes, to discuss the 

subject matter studied, to apply self-examination and to take exams. Finally, as a general 

requirement, the research of graduate students was to be related to the State's scientific research 

items, though at the same time the "independence of research" and "creativity" were stressed.62 

The Graduate School of CASS was set up at a major CASS conference, on September 25, 

1978.63 CASS immediately increased its planned number of students from 1 50 to 448.6 4 Until the 

5 7 In the first period (1981-7), the Committee counted 41 members, and in the second (1988 - ) 46. Members 
mainly came from two areas: professors and scholars from all the important academic fields (literature, physics, 
engineering, agriculture, medicine), and government officials responsible for education, science and other 
departments. These leaders were administrative specialist of both technical proficiency and strong political 
conviction. fWu Benxia 1993: 6] 

5 8 Cf. Guowuyuan Xuewei Weiyuanhui [State Council Academic Degree Committee] 1987. 
In 1980, China had already recruited 20.000 B.A. Students and, in 1981, more than 11.000 graduated were 

ready to apply for an M.A.. Under the circumstances, the government circulated guidelines that strictly warned against 
giving grades to those with inadequate levels of scholarship. In 1983 the first Doctorate degrees were conferred. Ten 
years from then, more than 10.000 students received doctorate degree and more than two million obtained their B.A.. 
[Wu Benxia 1993: 1-13]. 

S3 Wu Benxia 1993: 8. 
6 0 Baokao $}:% : to give a lecture and take an exam. 

61 Wu Benxia 1993: 21-22. 

62 Wu Benxia 1993: 22-3. 

63 Before the Graduate school was founded, the Xuebu has trained many graduate students in the period from 
1956 to 1964. (See, Xuebu) [CASS Graduate School 1998: 11] 

6 4 CASS Graduate School 1998: 14. 
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Graduate School quarters were completed in 1985, there was a shortage of residential facilities.65 

About 400 people resided in the student quarters of other universities or had to rent rooms. 

Nevertheless, the future conditions for students looked more promising then ever. For decades 

much time and talent had been wasted on extravagant class struggle, but now, the students, 

possibly future leaders, were to live together in unison. This atmosphere was jokingly referred to 

as Whampoa United [Huangpu Yiqi JtW—Jf], invoking the image of the barracks of the military 

academy near Canton in the 1920s. The Whampoa Military Academy, near Guangzhou in the South of 

China, had been established by Dr. Sun Yat-sen in June 1924 with the aid of the Soviet Union. The 

Academy was to train officers for the KMT. Many of its prominent graduates owed personal loyalty 

to the academy's first Head, Chiang Kai-shek, and provided a source for strengthening his political 

power base. The Academy is associated with many prominent Communists, including Zhou Enlai, 

who served as the Political Commissioner of the school and Mao Zedong, and taught at Whampoa, 

and General Lin Biao, who was to be appointed as one of the villains of the Cultural Revolution. The 

school's graduates left great legacies in fighting regional warlords and the invading Japanese army. 

Of course, in the eighties, it was the power base of Deng Xiaoping that was at stake, and the phrase 

of Huangpu Yiqi, was used as an omen for a strong and loyal future leadership.66 

Conform to Deng's policies toward science and technology, criteria for evaluating 

competing research proposals were fit in with the demands of modernization. In most of the 

sciences standards could be unspecific with respect to political principles, so that the newly set up 

Science Foundation of CAS supported projects that answered to its general needs.67 The theoretical 

sciences and the social sciences, however, were in a more knotty predicament. On the one hand, 

they were expected to "seek truth from facts," requiring academic freedom, while, on the other 

hand, they owed obedience to the Party leadership, forsaking academic freedom. Similarly, the 

conflicting adages of the Double-Hundred policies and the guideline of upholding the Four Cardinal 

Principles required intellectuals to hold on to a double standard of concepts such as "freedom" and 

" t r u t h . " 6 8 Adherence to the political guidelines for academic research, in the years to come, 

would lead to various responses among intellectuals, such as uneasiness, uncritical acceptance and 

rebellion. Nevertheless, these guidelines did not stop applicants from choosing an academic career, 

6 5 Ibid: 28. 
6 6 During World War II, Japanese bombers destroyed the site. In 1996, the Guangzhou Municipal 

Government poured in 36 million yuan for the reconstruction project. A CND, reporter, Liu Weiming, accounts that 
outside the gate of the Academy, vendors openly sell General Chiang's portraits as souvenirs. One peddler even told the 
reporter: "Chiang Kai-shek was a patriot" Considering the fact that the communists had gone to extraordinary lengths 
to demonize the Nationalists, General Chiang's apparent reinstatement may be an indication of how much China has 
changed since the reforms. [CND January 4, 2001, www.cnd.org/CND-global] 

67 White III 1984: 17. 
6 6 The Four Cardinal Principles were announced by Deng Xiaoping in his 30 March 1979 speech "Uphold the 

Four Cardinal Principles," written under the direction of Hu Qiaomu. The four principles represent the socialist road, the 
dictatorship of the proletariat (changed to the People's Democratic Dictatorship), the leadership of the CCP, and 
Marxism-Leninism and Mao Zedong Thought 

http://www.cnd.org/CND-global
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especially during the first decade of the reforms, when the relative material and social 

circumstances of intellectuals promised improvement. Rebuilding China was a challenge. In order to 

stimulate growth, CASS introduced the age-limit of thirty-five on newly accepted research 

candidates, which, at the time, was considered high. Later, in the 1980s, this ceiling proved 

insufficiently high, and was raised to forty, and sometimes students of over fifty were taken on. 

Now anyone with expertise can put their name down at CASS; passing the exam is usually followed 

by immediate acceptance.69 

In short, the establishment of CASS was backed by a high aspiration to educate a large and 

united force of red experts that could advise the Dengist reform-policies. Intellectuals were 

cleared of their derogatory label of "stinking ninth." Instead, they were classified as part of the 

proletariat, while the development of science and technology was promoted to one of the Four 

Modernizations. More so than the sciences, the social sciences continued to be interfered with by 

Party politics. Thus, the policy of Opening Up was to facilitate the reborn brain-workers to "learn 

from the West," in order to "build a force against capitalism." In this process, building a strong 

and prosperous socialist China under the leadership of the Party took precedence over political 

reforms that would risk the creation of an alliance between workers and Intellectuals. Ironically, 

now that intellectuals had become part of the proletariat, they were so by virtue of compromise 

with Party-State rule. As a result of this co-optation, the loyalties of intellectuals were forced 

towards supporting their interests by taking part in the Party struggles of the fractionalized 

leadership. 


