
UvA-DARE is a service provided by the library of the University of Amsterdam (https://dare.uva.nl)

UvA-DARE (Digital Academic Repository)

Constructing history, culture and inequality : the Betsileo in the extreme
Southern Highlands of Madagascar

Evers, S.

Publication date
2001

Link to publication

Citation for published version (APA):
Evers, S. (2001). Constructing history, culture and inequality : the Betsileo in the extreme
Southern Highlands of Madagascar. [Thesis, fully internal, Universiteit van Amsterdam].

General rights
It is not permitted to download or to forward/distribute the text or part of it without the consent of the author(s)
and/or copyright holder(s), other than for strictly personal, individual use, unless the work is under an open
content license (like Creative Commons).

Disclaimer/Complaints regulations
If you believe that digital publication of certain material infringes any of your rights or (privacy) interests, please
let the Library know, stating your reasons. In case of a legitimate complaint, the Library will make the material
inaccessible and/or remove it from the website. Please Ask the Library: https://uba.uva.nl/en/contact, or a letter
to: Library of the University of Amsterdam, Secretariat, Singel 425, 1012 WP Amsterdam, The Netherlands. You
will be contacted as soon as possible.

Download date:24 May 2023

https://dare.uva.nl/personal/pure/en/publications/constructing-history-culture-and-inequality--the-betsileo-in-the-extreme-southern-highlands-of-madagascar(55bf5620-88a3-4d26-af8a-41527562bad7).html


Acknowledgements 

This study would not have been possible without the financial support for my field work 
provided by the Research School CNWS (Leiden University), The Netherlands Organisation for the 
Advancement of Tropical Research (WOTRO) and The Netherlands Organisation for Scientific 
Research (NWO). I would like to thank the A/nsterdam School for Social Science Research (ASSR, 
University of Amsterdam) for granting me a scholarship which allowed me the time to 
draft this thesis and for providing me with a stimulating intellectual environment. 

My thesis was supervised by Jan Breman, Maurice Bloch and Hein Streefkerk. I wish to 
express my gratitude for their ongoing enthusiasm and constructive criticism that they 
unfailingly provided, despite their own overcharged schedules. I would like to specially 
thank Hein Streefkerk, who has encouraged and supported my research since 1991. 

I am forever indebted to the people who are the subject of this thesis, those Betsileo 
dwelling in the region between Ambalavao and Ankaramena in the extreme Southern 
Highlands, and particularly the inhabitants of Marovato. The Marovato villagers permitted 
me, in their words: " to grow up with them". To be allowed to participate in their daily 
lives was a privilege. It is impossible to forget their hospitality and kindness, offered under 
such harsh and unforgiving conditions. In this regard, my assistant Ramosa, deserves 
special mention. While still unfamiliar with the Betsileo ways, I often had to turn to 
Ramosa for advice on how to "behave like a Betsileo". 

In Madagascar, many colleagues assisted me in numerous ways during my sojourns. I 
would like to thank Rafolo Andrianaivoarivony, Albert Ralaikoa, and Gabriel Rantoandro. 
Special thanks are owed to Jean-Aimé Rakotoarisoa, Director of the Musée d'Art et 
d'Archéologie I'Institut de Civilisations and his staff, for sharing the fruit of their own experience 
and research. I derived great benefit from their suggestions, particulady the counsel of 
Michel Razafiarivony, who acted as a sounding board from the beginning. 

I owe my deepest thanks to those in Madagascar who, through dieir friendship, 
encouragement and hospitality patched me up after long stretches of field work and gave 
me the physical and moral strength to continue: Father Gerard Turk, Father Basile 
Ralaizafimandimby, Father Tavernier, The Dutch consul to Madagascar Van Wijngaarden 
and the consular staff, Fanja and Marcellin Rakotoarison, Sister Maria Gauci, Sisters of the 
"Bon Pasteur" in Antananarivo, Sisters of the "Foyer Notre Dame" in Antananarivo, 
Sisters of the "Marie-Réparatrice" in Fianarantsoa, Sisters of "Saint Joseph de Cluny" in 
Ambalavao. 

My colleagues were there for me in many ways, and at several critical junctures: Claude 
Allibert, Stephen Ellis, Frances Gouda, Peter Geschiere, Paul Dovejoy, Sabine Luning, 
Karen Middleton, Ot van den Muijzenberg, Narivelo Rajaonarimanana, Solofo Randrianja, 
Yvette and Raymond Ranjeva, Robert Ross, Marc Spindler, Patricia Spyer, Wim Stokhof, 
Bonno Thoden van Velsen, Klaas van der Veen, Pierre Verin, Nigel Worden. 

11 



Wim Stokhof and Marc Spindler gave me the opportunity to organise the 1994 Leiden 
conference on Madagascar, which laid the groundwork for much of my subsequent 
research. 

I offer my warmest thanks to my parents and sister. I can only begin to imagine what it 
must have been for them to see me leave for a place they still hardly knew on the eve of my 
departure. Their sole knowledge of my destination was acquired in a newspaper article 
which included a map showing Madagascar as a dark red zone, corresponding with the 
danger the country would entail for visitors. My mother and sister engaged in a writing 
competition, keeping me updated on current events back home through their letters and 
newspaper clippings. Following my return, family and friends continued their support 
throughout the drafting of the thesis. 

Alessandra Milicic and Bennie Evers put their talents at my service to create respectively 
the Madagascar and Marovato maps. 

I would like to thank David MacKinnon for his ongoing enthusiasm for my work and his 
valuable editorial advice. 

It should be added, in conclusion, that any errors in interpretation or translation are 
entirely my responsibility. 

in 


