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GLOSSARY OF IMPORTANT TERMS

Content and scope of obligations

In the context of this study, the terms “content” and “scope™ are used in relation to a state’s
obligations, not the human right. The term “content” refers to what measures states are
required to take. The term “scope” refers to the extent of these measures in particular
circumstances. The two concepts are connected and are sometimes referred to as an
obligation’s scope rationae materiae.

Capacity (to ensure human rights)

The term “capacity” or “capacity to ensure human rights” is used to refer to any expressions
in treaties, case law or other sources of interpretation that take into account a state’s
resources, powers or other factors that influence what it is capable of doing to ensure human
rights obligations in particular circumstances.

Violation or offence

The term “violation” is sometimes used in a general sense as synonymous to an injurious
event, referring to the substantive violation of an individual’s right by either state officials or
private individuals. It is also used to refer to a violation of an international obligation
attributable to a state. When discussing only the acts of private individuals, who cannot
directly violate international obligations, the term “offence” is used.

Trigger (of knowledge)
The term “trigger” or “trigger of knowledge” is used in reference to obligations to prevent

that are only incurred by a state when it has a certain degree of knowledge that there is a risk
of a violation or continuing violation.

Threshold

The term “threshold” is used in reference to extraterritorial obligations that are only incurred
by a state when it exercises extraterritorial jurisdiction or other forms of influence abroad.
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