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Curriculum Vitae 

Marie Stevenson was born in 1961 in Sydney, Australia. After completing a 
bachelor's degree in psychology at the University of New South Wales in 1984, 
she obtained an RSA Certificate in teaching English as a second language 
(TESOL). She travelled in Europe, ending up in the Netherlands, where she spent 
a number of years co-ordinating and teaching courses in business English and 
writing. On returning to Australia, she obtained an RSA diploma and taught 
English to students of Asian background. After a period spent travelling in Asia, 
she returned to the Netherlands. She studied linguistics at the University of 
Amsterdam, obtaining a master's degree with a specialization in second language 
acquisition in 1998. She subsequently carried out research on the reading and 
writing processes of Dutch high school students in Dutch and English at the 
Faculty of Social and Behavioural Sciences, University of Amsterdam. This 
research, which resulted in this dissertation, formed part of a large-scale research 
project funded by the Dutch Scientific Research Organization (NWO) and 
informally referred to as the NELSON project. During the past years, she also 
taught English for academic purposes at the Graduate School of Teaching and 
Learning at the University of Amsterdam. At the beginning of 2006 she will be 
taking up a position as Lecturer in TESOL at the University of Sydney. 
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