UvA-DARE (Digital Academic Repository)

West Germanic OV and VO : the status of exceptions
Cloutier, R.A.
Publication date
2009

Link to publication
Citation for published version (APA):
Cloutier, R. A. (2009). West Germanic OV and VO : the status of exceptions. LOT.

General rights
It is not permitted to download or to forward/distribute the text or part of it without the consent of the author(s)
and/or copyright holder(s), other than for strictly personal, individual use, unless the work is under an open
content license (like Creative Commons).
Disclaimer/Complaints regulations
If you believe that digital publication of certain material infringes any of your rights or (privacy) interests, please
let the Library know, stating your reasons. In case of a legitimate complaint, the Library will make the material
inaccessible and/or remove it from the website. Please Ask the Library: https://uba.uva.nl/en/contact, or a letter
to: Library of the University of Amsterdam, Secretariat, Singel 425, 1012 WP Amsterdam, The Netherlands. You
will be contacted as soon as possible.

UvA-DARE is a service provided by the library of the University of Amsterdam (https://dare.uva.nl)
Download date:20 Jan 2022

202

West Germanic OV and VO
The Status of Exceptions

This study is of interest to linguists interested in historical linguistics, corpus
linguistics, the Germanic languages, and syntactic change, particularly that of
the West Germanic languages Dutch and English
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West Germanic OV and VO

Traditionally, the oldest stages of the West Germanic languages have been
characterized as OV languages despite the rather frequent occurrence of VO
orders in these oldest stages. This project evaluates three approaches to
analyzing the free word order patterns of the oldest (West) Germanic languages,
namely construction-specific, construction-related, and competing grammars. The
first two assume one underlying word order and differ from one another in
how they account for deviations from this word order: construction-specific
approaches rely on various factors such as heaviness or newness to explain
extraposition while construction-related approaches attribute word order
variation to one particular feature such as morphology. The competing
grammars approach differs from the other two by assuming two underlying
word orders. The historical development of three particular constructions in
the history of Dutch and English are examined, namely prepositional phrases
of direction (directional phrases), objects modified by relative clauses (relative
objects), and objects of naming verbs (naming objects), to test these
hypotheses. These constructions were chosen on the basis of the literature on
word order phenomena in Dutch and provide a novel way to approach the
English data. The position of the relevant constituent with respect to the verb
is examined along with its heaviness and newness, two factors that are often
cited as having an effect on the position of sentential elements. The conclusion
of the study is that the best way to analyze the evolving syntax of Dutch is with
a combination of construction-specific and construction-related approaches
and that of English can best be described with a combination of all three
approaches.
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