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CURRICULUM VITAE 

Robert Cirillo was born on the 4th of February 1949 in the town of Winamac in the 
state of Indiana in the United States of America.  He obtained his BA in Linguistics 
and French cum laude at Indiana University in 1971 and was granted a four-year 
PhD scholarship by the same university.  As part of this scholarship he taught an 
introductory linguistics course.  

After two years in the PhD program at Indiana University, having earned enough 
credits for an MA degree, he regretfully interrupted his studies in linguistics to 
pursue a career in international business. He earned an MBA degree and became a 
CPA (Certified Public Accountant). His business career lasted for twenty-eight 
years, during which time he worked for four different multi-national companies in 
the United States, Germany and the Netherlands and advanced from Financial 
Analyst to International Auditor to Financial Controller to Director of Finance to 
Vice-President of Finance.  He obtained business experience in more than twenty 
different countries in North America, South America, Europe and Asia. 

In 2004 his company was taken over by another multi-national company and he lost 
his position.  He decided at that time to resume his study of linguistics.  Since his 
MA from Indiana University was nearly thirty years old, it was necessary that he 
redo it, which he did cum laude at the University of Amsterdam in 2005. In the same 
year he was admitted to the doctoral program at the University of Amsterdam.  His 
doctoral thesis was completed at the end of 2008.  During these three years in the 
doctoral program he presented at four major conferences and succeeded in getting an 
article accepted for publication in the journal Linguistics.


