UvA-DARE (Digital Academic Repository)

A study on giant radio pulses
Karuppusamy, R.

Link to publication

Citation for published version (APA):
Karuppusamy, R. (2009). A study on giant radio pulses

General rights
It is not permitted to download or to forward/distribute the text or part of it without the consent of the author(s) and/or copyright holder(s),
other than for strictly personal, individual use, unless the work is under an open content license (like Creative Commons).

Disclaimer/Complaints regulations
If you believe that digital publication of certain material infringes any of your rights or (privacy) interests, please let the Library know, stating
your reasons. In case of a legitimate complaint, the Library will make the material inaccessible and/or remove it from the website. Please Ask
the Library: http://uba.uva.nl/en/contact, or a letter to: Library of the University of Amsterdam, Secretariat, Singel 425, 1012 WP Amsterdam,
The Netherlands. You will be contacted as soon as possible.

UvA-DARE is a service provided by the library of the University of Amsterdam (http://dare.uva.nl)

Download date: 21 Aug 2018

CHAPTER

10

Acknowledgements

The journey to this work began back in 2003, though the idea was nurtured and kept alive
much earlier. Ben – thank you very much for your constant support and encouragement, your
quick tips (from skype) whenever I had nagging technical questions and for the countless
reading and re-reading of the manuscripts! I am truly amazed by the amount of things you
can handle, and still find time to read and send comments. To my promotor Michiel van der
Klis – thank you for supporting me in this project and for the AIO contract with UvA. I thank
Ralph Wijers who was a part of ”Committee of Learned Men” and decided to allow me for
a PhD, even though I had no master’s degree or any formal education in Astronomy. Kees
Slump at the University of Twente for his encouragement and for his help in the initial days
of the PuMa-II project.
After I arrived in the Netherlands, Mark Bentum and Willem Baan were instrumental in
discussing with the Management Team to allow me to continue with a PhD, while working
a part of time with the Telescope Management System software. ASTRON’s support in
this aspect is acknowlegded and greatly appreciated. Working in Westerbork was unique in
several respects: the small group allowed a family-like atmosphere. With Arno as my office
mate, all my phone calls were answered. The WSRT jogging group, with relentless Hans,
super jogger Geert and every-busy Teun were all part of the Westerbork jogging club. Nico,
you were faster than me once - but you sped away at the very last moment!! ”Arno’s Route”
was reserved for the days of quick run. The ”Taartjes Route” was occasionally done when we
had too many cakes. The ”Kraanjes Route” was the most popular, followed by the ”melkweg
– bospad” routes. These jogging days had a therapeutic effect to the soul. A good jog was
rewarded by a nice soup from either Hilly, Albert, Henk or Dirk. Albert, Henk and Dirk -

128
you have taught the dutch I speak - hartstikke bedankt! Sorry ik heb rare dingen gezegd, zo
als ”je bent stom” – het was gewoon een deel van het taal leer proces! I thank Jurgen Sluman
for those days of car-pooling to Westerbork and help in settling down in the Netherlands. Jur,
the first trip to IKEA and to Haren is very much appreciated.
The building and debugging of PuMa-II would have impossible but for the inputs from
Rob Millenaar, Sjouke Zwier, Arie Doorduin, Albert Bos and Harm Jan Pepping. I learnt a
lot from you all - thank you. Hans Weggemans has been a colleague with a sharp eye for
details. He plugged and unpluged cards and disks tirelessly, and took care of all hardware
related issues in the PuMa-II operational environment. In the software side, I thank Willem
van Straten for his gentle method of teaching me some finer aspects of pulsar science and
for his contribution to the Pulsar Machine-II software. I thank Teun Grit, Hans van Someren
Greve and the observers for their patience in explaining the details of TMS and the observing
system. In the past, Hanno Holties, Arno Schoenmakes and Rene Vermeulen were managers
of the one or the other groups in which I was a member. Thank you for giving me the room
to pursue my research.
I would like to thank the following people for easing paper work: Nanuschka Csonka,
Marjan Tibbe, Minouu van Beuren, Lidewijde Stolte, Eva van Linden, Ester, Anneke, Rita
Wekking, Fritz Moller, Agnes Bennen , Diana Verweij and Jeanette Roorda.
I thank Max Avruch, Michelle Zuliani, Kaston, and Adriaan Renting in the Car pool
group, who ferried me back and forth to ASTRON. Oleg Smrinov and Giuseppe - thanks for
the parties. Esly, Anne and hospitality club group - thanks for your parties too - it helped me
interact with a wide variety of cultures.
I thank Swarna for her encouragement and support with my idea to pursue a PhD back
in 1998. The ”goobal” group - Guru, Sesha, Giri, Uday and Subhas were always fun to talk
with. Giri, thanks for your support.
The initial days in Groningen was made much more fun with Madhu, Sarbani, Sameer,
Anant and Chetan. Then followed the ”da Costastraat group” led by the trinity Kasi, Saravanan and Kumar. Along with Abdul, Ajay, Anil, Eswar, Jai, Rajat, Ruchi, Sivaji and Vinay,
otherwise lifeless Groningen was teeming with life on Sundays. Rajesh, Ravi and Loknath
- thank you guys. Ravi, your chicken fry still remains a secret. When their partners arrived,
the families of Ajay, Abdul and Prashant were very welcoming with a ready dinner. Karthic
& Shika, Mani & Kavitha and Vasanth & Sridevi: thank you guys for the nice times.
Friends from KITWOOD have been understanding and supportive at times of difficulty. I
would like to mention Arunesh, Karthikeyan and Sampath for the good times in the past four
years.
It is a pleasure to acknowledge the pulsar group at UvA. Gemma for being a wonderful
colleague and ever ready to help, Eduardo and Patrick for the nice times, Martin for keeping
the place alive, Maciej for the nice collabration and discussions, Jason Hessels, Joeri, Joe
Masters, Anastasia for the nice times. Arjan, Michiel and Nathalie: thank you for being such
nice room-mates. The institute was a very different place to ASTRON where I worked most
of the time. Eventhough I was not a big part of the ”API Party scene”, the place is certainly
very welcoming. I shall miss the people here.
My family back in home has been a constant source of love and support. Anna, Akka,

129
Velu and Siva - you people are wonderful siblings. Even at times when I faltered, you provided unstinted support that has no equals. Your familes and the kids were very welcoming
even though I appeared from nowhere amidst you once a year. Appa, even though you left
the world so early in my life, I am sure you would be the happiest person to see this work. I
wish I had spent more time and provided support to you in the last days. Amma, even though
you are my Aunt you took care of me after my mother’s passing away. I know that with mere
words I cannot express gratitude for your selflessness.
Paramesh, thank you very much for translating the summary to Tamiland Kumar for refining it. Nathalie, thanks for helping me out with the dutch summary, even though you had
your observation proposal deadline.
Priya, I thank you for the your support and encouragement. You joined me here in the
Netherlands just when I began writing this thesis. You spent long days at home when I was
away at the Institute for the most part of the day and even in the weekends. You even pitched
in to help with a part of the data analysis in the last stages. You are among the very few
people who have seen this work reach this stage. Your presence in the house made it a sweet
homecoming after those long days.

