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Beata Sznajder studied in the Jagiellonian University in Cracow, Poland. She
chose evolutionary ecology as her specialization and received her MSc

degree in 1999. In her thesis she tested whether the ability of the collared fly-
catcher to mount immune response is reflected in the degree of fluctuating
asymmetry that the bird’s body exhibits. The experiments for her MSc project
were conducted in the Swedish island of Gotland where Beata worked as a field
assistant for a project on the costs of reproduction and immunocompetence in
hole-nesting birds. Following her graduation she was involved in projects in evo-
lutionary ecology of passerine birds and parasitic wasps conducted in the
Netherlands Institute of Ecology in Heteren, Netherlands. In 2002 she began
her PhD project under the supervision of Prof. Maurice W. Sabelis and Dr
Martijn Egas of the Population Biology Section in the Institute for Diversity
and Ecosystems Dynamics of the University of Amsterdam. Within her PhD
project she also stayed for three months in the group of Prof. Junji Takabayashi
in the Center for Ecological Research of Kyoto University. The results of her
PhD research are contained in this book.
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